In an orderly Book kept by Maj. Barn 
ard for the year 1759, which I have lent 
to Mr Henry Stevens of Cambridge, I find 
the following in Gen. Amherst’s orders 
of June 20 of 1759, directing the march of 
the army from fort Edward to Lake George 
“Major Rogers with the rangers and 
Major Gladwin with Gayes Light infan 
try will from the advance guard. They 
will take great precautions in keeping 
out flanking parties to the right as far 
as half way brook ; from thence to the Lake 
they will have advanced parties & flanking 
parties to the left as well as the right.” 

Any one acquainted with the ground, will 
see the reason of this precaution. The 
left flank was little exposed to an at 
tack until the column reached half way. 
Brook. 



Mass has 7 Regiments in 1758 
Col Ephraim Williams born March 
7 th 1714 (new state) July 24 (old) 
Aged 41 Vi Capt Williams [ ] [ ] 


Clements Map of Lake George &c 93 

Major Rogers born at Mathuen 269 
Wellington’s position at Torres Vedress 193 


In 1746 & 1747 an expedition was planned against 
Canada, to advance in the water. It was 
frustrated by the providence of the Connecticut 
assembly. The management of the expedition 
was committed to Sir John St Clair. He did not 
come to America. 

[ ] made a most striking stroke in his 

character & universal benevolence was his ruling 
expression. His memory shall always be clear 

Col. Worthingtons remarks upon Col Ephraim 
Williams See his letter to Col Isaac Williams 

N.B. 

Fort Mass was built in the beginning of 
the war of 1744: William, Variant Vol. 
page 333. Declaration of war March 31 1744. Peace 
at Aux la Chapele Oct 7 1748. 



At the seige of Louisburgh in 1745 a benevo 
lent Clergyman proposed among other 
things that two confederated persons, at 
tended by a guard, should during the night 
approach the walls; that one should with 
a butte strike the ground while the other 
should lay his ear to it, and observe whether the 
sound was hollow; and that a mark 
should be set on all places suspected 
of containing mines. 

Another gentleman sent the general a mod 
el of a flying bridge to be used in scaling the 
walls; So light that 20 men could carry 
on the shoulders to the wall and raise 
it in a minute with the blocks & ropes, 
and with boards under enough for 8 
men abreast. It was supposed 1000 men 
might pass over in a minute 

Belknaps N Hampshire 
Vol. 2 208 



The Van Schaack was with Capt Mr 
Grimes in the attack on Dieshaus troops 
at the south end of French Mountain 


Genl Johnsons Engineer in 1755 was 
a Capt Evers afterwards a [ ] 

Died at Muddy Brook Oct 1820 
Phineas Munn an old soldier in the 
French War of 1755. he was in morning 
Scout when Col Ephraim Williams fell. 

At Princeton in this state, now lives Colo. Ben 
jamin Holden, and at Western Colo 
Keyes , both soldiers in the Campaign of 
1755, the former who were in the morning scout 
with Colo Williams (Doubtful) 

Memo war with France commenced March 
31 st 1744 Peace of Aux la Chappelle 18 Oct 1748 
according to Minot 


Gages Hill one mile from Paynes Bloody pond 
two miles from Do - Mrs Baker 4 miles from 
Do according to Thomas Barnard. 
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Notes 

and 

Extracts 

Deerfield 

1820 

Containing data for History. 



Memo The papers of Col. Williams 
mentioned on the next page, were returned 
to him Capt John Williams of Conway 
August 30, 1836.1 proposed to purchase 
them, but he declined to part with 
them, intimating that he might look 
them over and forward such as was 
proper to the Massachusetts Histori 
cal Society. He was in a low state 
of Health and I fear will not fulfill 
his suggestion. The papers I fear will 
be lost. Many of them are valuable 
as Historical Documents. 


326 

329 


162 


Contents continued. 

Major Burks Letter from Lake George-i 
Sept 11 th 1755 account of the Battle J 
Do Journal for Campaign 1755 
Was in the Battle with Johnson and in 
the detachment which buried the dead on 
the 10 th of September. 

Fort Dummer, Shirley’s account of 
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The following extracts are made part 
ly from a very valuable collection of 
manuscript papers, consisting of letters 
journals, military orders and other 
documents relating to the French 
wars in the northern Provinces, 
found in the possession of Capt. 

John Williams of Conway. The 
papers belonged to his Grandfather 
Col. Israel Williams of Hatfield, who 
for a number of years was Colo of 
one of the two regiments of militia 
comprehending the old County of Hamp 
shire, and was intrusted with the 
defence of the Northwest part of 
the Province of Massachusetts. 
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Fort 

Mass. 


Captain Williams very obligingly assorted 
the papers and arranged them, accord 
ing to their dates, into successive years 
which much facilitated their perusal. 

Documents so valuable for future 
Historians, ought not to be lost: 
they will deserve a place in the collection 
of some of our historical societies. 

Other Extracts are added . 

Letters from Col Israel Williams to Gov. Wolcott 
of Connecticut August 5 1748 

“Upwards of 50 persons have been killed & 
captured in our western frontiers, the last spring 
and Summer. Col Ephraim Williams in 
forms that on Tuesday last, 4 of his men 
a little distance from the fort, were shot 
upon, by the army. Upon which he 
issued out with about 35 men, fought 
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Attack 

ed 


Scalps 


the enemy drove them about 40 rods. 

That an ambush of 50 indians, as they 
judged, then arose on their right wing, attempted 
to get between them and the fort, and 
fired a volley at them, upon which he 
retreated with his men in the best man 
ner he could, fighting them to the fort: 
and tho’ 200 guns were fired at them, yet pro 
vidence so ordered it, that they all got in. 

One Leut and 2 soldiers were wounded, 
one since dead. The enemy then attacked 
the fort and the engagement lasted 
about two hours. They had many fair 
shot at the enemy and judge they did 
good execution. He supposes there was 
between 200 & 300 of the enemy (including 
about 30 french)” 

Resolve of the House of Representatives 
Feby 23 1747—In Council read and 
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Old'' 

tenor 

sup 

pose^ 


Journal 

of 


and consented to by the Governor 
W Shirley £100 is granted to the offi 
cers & soldiers of any Scout that may 
kill or captivate any enemy Indian, 
the scalps of the Indian killed to be 
produced to the Gov. & Council as evidence 
thereof. 

July 17 1745 men impressed from 
Hatfield to be posted in fort Shir 
ley 

In Feby 1748, John Hawks, John 

Taylor and Mathew Clesson with 

a French prisoner went to Canada 

Crossed from N4 to Caralon. A 

Journal returned to Col Williams 

In some cases Courses and distance 

give Caralon to Crown point N 1° E 15 miles 
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1756 

In 1756 the Inhabitants of Huntstown 
built fortifications for defence. 

Capt 

Chapins 

killed 

July 11, 1756 Capt Elisha Chapin, Sergt 
Childester & son James, being in pursuit 
of Cows were killed by Indians, near the 
Block house West Hoosac. Col. Williams 

1751 

Col. Ephraim Williams commanded [ 
Massachusetts in 1751 and he and others 
save Bond to picket the fort See Band 
(among Williams papers) 

1757 

A Block house at West Hoosac 1757 

1754 

Latter end of August 1754 Dutch Hoosac 
destroyed by the Enemy. 

1746 

In June and August 2 Indian Scalps 
were obtained by the Garrison of 

Fort Mass, for which they received from 


] fort 
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Fort 

Mass 

1746 


government 30£, new tenor, each 
in April 1749. The money was divided 
nearly equally among 48 men, compo 
sing the garrison. 

A list of Men in yt was in Fort 
Mass, when it was taken. 


Rev. Mr John Norton 
John Hawks 
Stephen Scott 
David Warrin 
John Smead (senior) 
John Perry 
Moses Scott 
Joseph Scott 
Nathan Ames 
Thomas Notton 
Josiah Rice 
Samuel Lovatt U 
Samuel Goodman 


(Chaplain) 

John Smead Junr 
Amos Pratt 
Daniel Smead 
Nathaniel Hitchcock 
Jacob Shepard 
Phineas Fembush 
Jonathan Bridgman 
John Aldrich 
Bergamen Simons 
This taken from a 
list I had at the fort 
Massachusetts 

when 
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1754 


1754 


1755 


we was be set 

(Signed John Hawks 
Deerfield May ye 
5 th 1749 

In the fall Men were sent from Con 
necticut to Stockbridge and Pontoosuck by 
Gov. Pithin of Connecticut and the line of forts on 
NW frontier of State garrisoned. 

August a party of Indians captured 8 persons eap 
tured at Charleston (N4) by Indians 
Capt. Stevens Letter. 

In 1754 the corridor of forts on NW fron 
tier were generally strengthened and garrisoned 
by Government 

Col Ephraim Williams, a Maj. commanded at 
Fort Mass latter part of 1754. Capt Cha 
pin commanded [ ] (some time) 

In 1755 companies of Rangers were 
employed in scouting from Merimack to 
Connecticut River 
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1755 

Col 

E Williams 
Regt 


Orders 

for 

Marching 


The following Captains are noted 
in an account Current of Col Ephraim 
Williams with the Province of Mass 
dated July 16 1755. Said Captains be 
longing to the Cols Regiment viz 
Doolittle, Ingersall, Hawley, Porter 
Hitchcock & Burt. Each field officer (3) 
had a company. They were Col Williams 
Lt Col Pomeroy & Mgs Ashley, another 
document mentions Capt. House Doolittle 
By Letter from Col. Ephraim William, it 
appears his Regt arrived at Green Bush 
about 8 th July 1755: Capt Ayres/Eyres 
sent from Genl Braddock for Engineer, 
joined at that place. 

The Regiment consisted of 10 companies 
and 500 men. 10 Capt, 10 Lts & 10 Ensigns 
Province of Massachusetts Bay 
By his Excellency the Governor 

to 
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1755 


Shirleys 

Orders 

to 

Williams 


To Ephraim Williams Esq Greeting. 

You are hereby required and directed 
to issue your orders to the several Captains 
in the regiment under your command 
requiring and directing them to march 
their several companies, as they are 
able to compleat the same, without 
delay, to the general rendezvous at 
Albany, and on their arrival there 
to follow such orders and direction 
as they shall receive from Major 
General William Johnson Command 
er in Chief of the forces raised within 
the several Provinces and Colonies 
for the intended Expedition to erect 
a Fort or Forts on his Majesty’s 
lands near Crown point and 
for the removal of such encroach 

ments 
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1755 


ments as have already been made 
there by the French. 

Given under my hand at 
Boston the thirty first day of 
May 1755. In the twenty eighth 
year of his Majesty’s Reign 

(signed) W Shirley 

Letter to Col Israel Williams. 

Boston 29 th March 1755 
Sir 

I am now setting out on my 
journey to meet with General Brad 
dock, must intreat your favour 
and assistance in settling the officer 
for a Regiment to go against Crown 
Point, the Regiment to consist of 
500 men with ten Capts 10 Leuts 
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Shirley’s 

Letter 


1755 


and ten Ensigns, including field officers, 
it will be a great pleasure to me to 
have Major Ephraim Williams to en 
gage as one. I cant be content with 
out having the Officers of one Regiment 
from your parts; Major Hawley is 
coming up to settle the affair with 
you, who will bring all necessary 
papers with him. 

I am with truth & esteem 
your friend and servant 
(Signed) W Shirley 
Col Israel Williams 
Hatfield 

General orders (signed by Peter Wrax 

all aid de Camp Albany 28 July 1755) were issued to 

the troops; containing regulations for 

the Camp at the Flats . One Gill Rum 
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Johnson’s 

Orders 

1755 

Extract 


allowed the men per Day 

Col. Moses Titcombs Col. Eleazer 
Goodrichs and Col. Ephraim Williams 
Regiments hold themselves in Readi 
ness to receive marching orders. 

Extract from 

General Orders Head Quarters at the 
great Carrying place, Friday the 15 th 
August 1755 

Parole Lyman 

Col Titcomb field officer of the Day 
for tomorrow. 

That Col Ruggles and such other officers 
as he shall pitch or do immediately 
look out for proper places to erect 
a sufficient magazine for powder and 
also a proper place to build an 
Hospital on. 

No 
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1755 


Col E 

Williams 

Letter 


No soldier come over to the Island 

where the general is emcampt, without being 

sent. 

Letter from Col. E. Williams, Albany July 
15 th 1755. Complains of delay & notices that sick 
ness begins among the troops. Col Ruggles 
Regiment ordered to march and join 
Genl Lyman 

Do (Camp at the Great Carrying 
Place August 17—1755) 

“Must think if Braddock was alive he soon 
would feel the resentment of his sovereign 
for being slow in his march—The old fellow 
went off with a heavy heart. I long to 
see the [ ] of it. don’t find but the 

Genl, considering his want of experience, 
behaves extremely well. Longs to be 
upon action. I doubt not he will 
turn out a man of courage and 
conduct. Letter 
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1755 


Col 

Williams 

Letter 

a Road 
to Lake 
George 
opened 


Letter from Same, dated from the Camp 
at the great Carrying place August 
23, 1755. 

“The Indians say they are our breth 
ren and will live and die with us. 

I should not chuse to venture my life 
with much dependence on them for 
any thing but intelligence 
In a council of war we have resolves 
to march by the way of Lake St. Sacre 
mont and immediately to open a 
road there and build a strong fort 
sufficient to stand a regular siege. The 
difficulties on the route by Wood Creek, 
the drowned land and narrow passages 
induced the Council to prefer the 
Lake Sacrement route. Four hundred 
men are opening the road; and 
Tuesday next we expect to set out 



15 


1755 


with 2000 to finish it to the Lake, and 
convey half the artillery. We are all 
willing to venture our lives, as far as the 
good of our country calls, and have no fear 
of success, if we are joined by sufficient 
numbers of men. We think the 
science requires 10,000, or 12000 men, 
but we have not above 3000 effective 
men in the whole excluding New 
Hampshire troops If we should 
be beat, our Country is lost. Remem 
ber what King William said when 
the case of the Dutch was much the 
same as ours “I pray God unite 
your councils and show the world 
you are true patriots of your 
country, and give to us to behave 
as becomes Englishmen. 

I am Sir your Hons 
most Obedt humble servant 
(Signed) Eph Williams 
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1755 

See p. 

57 

1755 

Colo. 

Pomeroy 


P.S. I should have wrote to my good 

friends Worthington & Partridge; but as 

you are all together at Springfield 

this will answer: being also desired 

by the General to write to several numbers of the 

house, I had but little time to spare 

I send my best compliments to all inqu[rin]g 

friends. E.W. 

Note As the Col fell on the 8 th of Sept 
following; it is probable this was 
his last Letter to his friends. 

A Letter from Lt Col Seth Pomeroy 
dated Albany July 15, 1755 to Col 
Israel Williams closes thus, “Sir as 
you have at heart the Protestant in 
trust, so I ask an interest in your 
prayers, that the Lord of [ ] the 

God of armies would go forth with 
us, and give us victory over our 
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1755 

Mass 

Garri 

sons 


unreasonable, encroaching, barbarous 
murdering enemies, and return us in 
due time in safety.” 

While the army under Genl Johnson 
was penetrating the Country to Lake 
George, the Provence of Massachusetts 
kept up small garrisons, for the pro 
tection of the frontiers, in the falling 
places. 

Fort Hallifax & the store house at 
Cushnoc, Fort at Brunswick, fort Fred 
Erick at Pemmaquid, the Truck house 
at St Georges and the Truck house 
at Saco; these were situated on the 
eastern frontier. 

Fort Dummer, Fort Massachusetts 
where 24 men were posted, Pontoos 
uck 3 forts at Charlemont, 3 at Colrain 
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1755 


1755 


Scalp 
ing par 
ties 


& two at Fall town: The troops em 
ployed to continue in pay through 
the winter to the 5 th of March 1756 

The garrisons at Fall town, Colrain 
Charlemont and fort Massachusetts 
were directed, by Gov. Shirley, to keep 
parties constantly employed in scouting 
from fort to fort 
Journal 

Instructions were given, by Lt Govr 
Phips, to the several officers on the fron 
tiers to see that the inhabitants at 
tended public worship completely 
Armed. 

For further protection parties 
were enlisted for scouring the country 
in advance of the line of forts, and 
bounties were offered by Government 
for Indian prisoners & scalps. 



These parties were under the command 
of officers taken from the militia, or 
specially commissioned for the purpose 
The following instructions to a Capt Laymore 
who was appointed to command one of 
these Parties, will show the nature of 
the service. 

Boston June 19 th 1755 
Sir. Having appointed you to be a 
Captain of such volunteers as have en 
listed or may enlist under you (not 
to consist of less than thirty men) 
upon the encouragement offered by 
this Government to such Companies 
on shall penetrate into the Indians 
Country, in order to captivate or kill 
any of the tribes, this Government 
have declared war against. 
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1755 


must take care to enlist none but 
able bodied men, and see that they 
be well armed and furnished with 
proper ammunition. 

You are allowed to take 30 Days 

provision for your company 

out of the Commissaries office before you 

march. 

You must perform a scout of at 
least thirty Days upon any march 
unless some special reason for the good 
of the service shall appear for your 
retiring before that time; and in such 
case you must account for your 
Companies provision not expended 
You may march in a whole body 
in two or three Divisions, & upon several 
routes as you or your commissioned of 
ficers shall judge proper most expe 
dient & most likely to answer your 
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1755 


design. 

You and each of your Commission 
officers must keep as exact journals 
as you can, in each of your marches, 
to which you must be sworn before 
me, or one of his majestys Justices of the 
Peace, and exhibit the same to me or 
the Commander in Chief. 

And before you receive the Bounty 
for any Indian killed or captivated, you 
must deliver up the person captivated, 
or scalps of those that you may kill, at 
Boston, to such person as I shall order to 
receive the same I am your 

friend and Servant 
S Phips. 

By Proclamation of Lt Gov S Phips 
of 9 th Sept. 1755—it appears 2000 Recruits 
were ordered from Mass for the army under 
Genl William Johnson—26/8 wages per Month 
& a good Blanket & other Warm Clothing 
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1755 

Pay 

of 

troops 


Monthly pay of the officers and 
Soldiers employed on the frontiers 
of Massachusetts as established by 
Government June 11 th 1755, 
for a turnout exceeding five months 
viz. 1 of the marching forces . 
Captain £4.. 16-0 

Lieutenant 3..4-0 

Sergeant 1..14-1 

Corporal 1..9-10 

Centinel (or private) 1..6-8 


2d Garrison forces 
Captain 4..0-0 

Lieutenant 3..0..0 

Sergeant 1..10..0 

Corporal 1..10.0 

Drummer 1..8-0 

Centinel 1..4-00 
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1756 

Capt 

Wyman 


Armourer at the westward £3.0—0 
Subsistence the same as heretofore 
allowed. 

(Signed, Thos Clark Depy Secretary 

June 25 Captain Isaac Wy¬ 
man writes to Col Israel Williams 
from fort Massachusetts, as commander 
of the place, and details the proceedings 
of the Indians, hovering round the fort. 

Scots from General Winslows army 
arrive at the fort. 

Extract from Letter dated Fort Edward July 

27, 1756. Lt Col Thomas Williams to Col Isl Williams 

I have been to Lake with a party to 
guard the teams wagons & artillery, viz 
120 wagons, 50 ox teams, three 18 punder, 2 
Hoitz, four 4 pounders Guard 250 men. 
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A Council of War have been sitting 
a week of ten Days to answer one 
important question of General Aber 
crombie: viz. What effect a junction 
of the Kings troops with the provin 
cials (in the present expedition) would 
have upon his majestys service? 

It is universally agreed that if we 
must lose ranks by the junction 
it would have the effect to dissolve 
the great part of the troops. It ap 
pears to me that the settling rank 
amongst ourselves may (if gone 
into according to some gentlemans 
mind) be campaign enough for 
this year. We have 2 vessels be 
tween 20 & 30 tons finished sometime 
since and four more upon the 
stocks—two of near 40 tons almost 

ready 
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1756 ready to launch; the other two fly 

boats. The whole may be ready in 10 
Days if the rigging arrives from New 
York. Most of the Artillery Stores & 
provisions are sent to the Lake. 

Letter from same to same, dated 
1756 Camp at Fort Edward August 20 1756 

“A grievous sickness among the troops- 
Dr "'I being 5 or 6 a day—not more than 2/3 
Williams?- of our army fit for duty—Long encamp 

Letter J ments are the vary bane of New England 
men and proves almost as bad as rats 
bane —At the Lake sickness and mor 
tality about the same as ours. 

97 of our small regiment are invalid 
The sickness I think owing to a want of 
fresh air, warm lodgings proper nurs 
ing and a suitable nutritive diet. 

We are forbid proceeding at present 
by my Ld Loudon & directed “strengthen 

& 
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1756 

Colo 

Dwights 

Letter 


& fortify this place in the best manner 
The plan of works laid out here will 
hold our men in full employ till 
near winter” 

Letter from Col. J. Dwight to Col. Isrl 
Williams dated Fort Edward July 26 1756 
Mentions the difficulty with the regulars 
about rank &c 

We have near 7000 in toto; but I am 
confident we shall never find 4000 
on the Day of action. 

Yesterday at fort Wm Henry, 7 oclock 
in morning, about 60 rods from the 
fort, the enemy killed & scalped 2 
men looking for cattle. (Rhode islanders) 
A party of about 100 issued from the 
fort, about 20 of which bravely 
pushed on, drove the enemy, killed 
or wounded 2 or 3 of the enemy and 

got 
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Man 
killed 
at Ft 
Mass 


1756 


got 20 of 30 of their packs & one gun; 
and it so turns out in all our parties 
many behave meanly.” 

May 17 1756 Capt Wyman writes from fort 
Mass, that he has repaired the fort 

For the Expedition against Crown point 
1756, Mass 3500 men were to be raised 
by Mass. 

June 7 1756, two men killed about 
half a mile from fort Massachusetts 
on a scout. Benjamin King and 
William Meachum the killed. 

August 23 1756 Shubal Atherton killed 
at Greenfield meadow (at work) 

(See Taylors appendix to Wm Captive) 
Extract of a Letter from Capt. Wm 
Williams Albany Sept 25, 1756 
Loudans force 4000: Abercrombie 
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1756 

Col 

Wm 

Williams 

Letter 

Capt 
Hodges 
act of 
mentioned 
in Wins 
low Let , 
ter. In 

Hist. Col. >• 
lections 
Vol - 

1756 


marched for Lake Sacramont yesterday 
and Genl Webbs command marches to 
morrow. 

Companies of Rangers have been 
thought of to be quartered on your 
frontier. 

Capt Hodges, a Lieut with 46 men 
went out the beginning of this week 
upon a scalping design—had not 
got above 8 or 9 miles from fort Wm 
Henry before he led his men into 
such an ambush of the enemy as to 
lose himself & 43 of his company- his 
Lieut & 3 men being all that have 
yet returned or been found alive 

Extract from Letter from same 
dated Albany Sept 4, 1756 
General Webb has burnt and 

de 
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High 

lander 


molished the 4 forts at the Oneida Carrying 
place and retreated to the German flats 
(40 miles below) with his whole posse 
being near 2000. With 100 men all 
last Campaign I was forced to maintain 
without a stockade or trench, what this 
No. (force) have thought themselves insuffi 
cient for. 

Speaking of the regular troops in a Letter 
of 30 August 1756 (Albany) Capt Williams, says 
“the Highlanders are a set of quiet civil 
fellows. I have been here this 6 weeks 
and I never saw one of them drunk; 

I never heard one of them swear, nor even 
saw any quarrels or uneasiness among 
them; they are no more trouble than 
so many chickens 
Province of Massachusetts Bay 
I do hereby certify that the yearly 
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yearly 

expense 


Scouts 

ordered 


expense the province for its 
defence amounts with subsistence 
to the soldiers to the sum of £17000 
lawful Money—Dated at Boston 
the 13 th Day of march 1756 

Signed J. Wheelwright Commisy 

General. 

Note In the year 1756 Col Israel 
Williams received orders from Gov. 
Shirley to send two scouts from N.4 
to Crown point to examine the 
nature of the Country. The com 
mander of the scouts were directed 
to keep exact journals & surveys 
noting the quality of the land, 
the nature of the surface and 
streams and every particular 
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Colo"j 
Fry’s >- 
RegtJ 


that might show the practicability 
of the march of an army. It was 
conjectured that Lord Loudan con 
templated the establishment of a 
fort at N. 4 and a force at that 
place for the defence of the Northern 
frontier of Massachusetts. 

Extract of 

Letter from Lt Governor to Col. I 

Williams 18 March 1757 

“the Lieut Gov. has appointed Col. Fry the 

Colo or chief officer of the 1800 men 

raised by this Government. The 

particular persons you recommend 

for Commissions will be appointed 

accordingly and his honour desires 

that Capt John Burke may 

forthwith come to town to receive 

them. 
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What I write concerning Capt 
Burk’s coming down, I write by 
order of the Lieut Governor 
Signed A Oliver 

In the house of Representatives 


1757 

Feby 26, 1757 

Forces 

Voted that the following Establish 

on fron 

ment be made for defence of the 

tier 

Eastern and Western Frontiers. 

1757 

That there be 100 men (besides 
those now in the Garrisons & forts) 
employed in ranging the wood 
on the Eastern frontiers in such 
places as the Commander in Chief 
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shall order, to be continued in said service 
till the tenth day of April next & 
no longer 

That there be 15 men posted at fort 
Mass, besides the 15 now there, include 
ing one Lieut, one Sergeant, one 
Corporal & one Drummer. 

That four of the men of Rices Garrison 
in Charlemont be withdrawn & 
two of them posted at Hawk’s Garrison 
the other two at Taylor’s in said place 

That the men at fort Massachu 
setts and the other Garrisons on the 
western frontier be employed in 
scouting on the Commander in 
Chief shall direct, and the whole 
continued in service until the 
10 th Day of July next or the further 

order 
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order of this Court. 

That the men now posted at Pontoos 
uck by the Government of Connecticut 
be subsisted at the Change of this 
Government until the 10 th July next. 

That there be 45 men including 
one Chaplain & one Lieutenant em 
ployed in ranging the woods on 
the west side of Connecticut River 
north of fall town, in such places 
as the Commander in Chief shall 
order, to be continued in said ser 
vice till the first day of April 
next and no longer 

That there be the same pay & 
subsistence allowed to the four 
on the Eastern and western frontiers 
as was ordered by the establishment 
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made for the forces there the last year. 

That the Commissary General be directed 
forthwith to provide a sufficient 
number of snow shoes and Mogasons 
for those that may be employed in the 
scouting and ranging service—and 
That the raising of the men for the 
services aforesaid be by enlistment. 

Sent up for [ ] 

T Hubbard Speakr. 

In Council Feby 26, 1757 Read & Concurred 
A Oliver Secry. 

Consented to 
J. Phips 
Copy examined 

P. Thos. Clark Depty Secry 
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Forces '5 
addition^ 

al. J 


August 19, 1757 the Government of Mass 
voted that pay and subsistence as marching or 
scouting forces be allowed to 200 men in 
eluding officers for the defence and pro 
tection of the western frontiers in ad 
dition to the forces already employed 
in that service. The head quarters of 
70 men to be at fort Mass, which with 
those already posted there will make 
100, including one Capt, one Lieutenant 
one Ensign, 4 Sergeants, 4 Corporals and 
one Drummer. The head quarters of 
90 others to be at the Block house 
at West Hoosac, making with those 
already there 100 including officers 
& Non Com officers and 1 Drum as 
before. Sixteen men at Charlemont 
at different parts—Twenty for at 
Pontoosuck at William’s and Goodrichs 

Garrison 
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Capt. 

Catlin 


No 

4 

Mass 

Whiting 


Garrisons, the pay and subsistence to con 
tinue until the 1 st Oct. next. 

On the 13 th Sept 1757 Capt John 
Catlin marched from Deerfield with 
52 (officers included) for West Hoosac 
and took post at the Block house &c 
after leaving a few men at the 
posts in Charlemont & Mass Found the 
fort poor and insufficient for de 
fence. Capt Isaac Wyman com 
manded at fort Mass, at this time, 
and constant scouts traversed the Country 
to the Northward. 

August 20, 1757 Nathan Whiting the 
commanding officer at No 4 (Suppose 
Colo Whiting of the Cont. Troops) writes 
that Lieut Pierce returned from a 
scout to Lake Champlain. He lay more 
than a day in sight of Ticonderoga & 
Crown point. Saw on the 12 th instant 
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the rejoicing of the French on the 
capture of fort Wm Henry. Reported 
that a good wagon road may be 
made allmost all the way—did 
not come across a kill on his re 
turn; but left all at his left hand 
till he came to the South branch of 
Black river —Came across the 
Indian path and met with 60 
pr of snow shoes hung on trees 
which he brought in and destroyed 
August 13, 1757 Wm Pepperell 
writes from Springfield that fort 
Wm Henry is reduced and the Genl 
Webb urges the Governor to found 
reinforcement- Genl Webb could not 
muster 6000 men 

August 14—The Governor has given 
orders for all the Troops of House 
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Forces 
to y 
march 
to 

westrd 




Capt "3 
Burks y 
Letter] 


and one fourth part of all the 
Regiments of foot in the Province, ex 
cepting Yorke, Dukes County, and Nan 
tucket immediately to march to the Western 
frontiers, and has wrote to Govr 
Wentworth desiring him to order a re 
inforcement to No 4~ 

(Signed Andrew Oliver) 

Copy of a Letter from Capt John Burk 
of Col Frye’s Regiment, dated Fort Ed 
ward July 28, 1757 (to Col Williams) 

Sir. Capt Putnam with 45 men on 
ye 1 st instant fell in with a large 
party of the Enemy near the mouth of 
Wood-creek. As the enemy were sail 
ing down the south bay in the night 
he spied y m & fired upon about 15 
Cannoes of y m all in a huddle, 
there being above 30 in company. 
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Putnam"! 
attacks U 
Boats J 


He gave y m a terrible shock: the water 
was narrow, the canoes but 6 or 7 rods 
from them and by the time that the enemy 
got to the other shore Putnams men 
had fired 6 or 7 rounds each, the enemy 
returned the fire, wounded 3 of Putnams 
men, which he sent away with 8 more 
The next morning the enemy pursued 
him, came acrost ye 3 wounded, 
killed one, captivated the other 2 (as 
we are since informed by a French cap 
tive brot in a few days after by Genl 
Johnsons Indians). As Captain Put 
nam was coming in, a very unfortu 
nate affair happened. A small party 
of ours came a crost him, took him 
Putnams party to be an enemy, fired 
upon & killed one of his men: it is 
that Putnam killed a great number, 
but he got no scalps. 

On the 17 th instant a Lieut 



Who was the Capt MGinnes? one of that 
rank & name was killed in 1755. 
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of the New York Rangers, with 30 men 
was attacked near Ticonderoga; the enemy 
was too hard for them; the Lieut & 17 men 
only have made their escape. 

On the 20 th Lieut Dormit of the 
Mass. Regt. with 40 men near the South 
bay was fired upon by a small party 
of Indians; they fired but 2 or 3 Guns; 
killed the Lieut & run off. 

Capt McGinnes of the New York 
Regt. with a party of 120, on the 
20 th instant near the narrows, fired 
upon a Battoe in which was 14 
Frenchmen; it is that he killed sev 
eral of yon, but they went off with 
the Battoe. Capt McGinnes had 2 men 
wounded. Lieut Selah Barnard was 
with this party. 

On the 23d instant a party of 3 or 
400 french and Indians attack’d a 

covering 



42 


1757 


Attack 
at fort 
Edward 


Colo A 
Parker 
Cut off 
at Sab r 
bath 
point 


covering party of ours to the work 
men and carpenters about Vi a mile 
from the Camp; killed eleven (11) men 
wounded several others, two of which 
have died since. The people from the 
Camp was soon out upon them. So 
that they got but 8 scalps. It is that 
several of the enemy were killed & 
wounded: but they carried ym all 
off. Seven of those killed belonged 
to Colo Fryes Regt. and 4 of the 
wounded Caleb Newton killed and 
Ezekiel Smith wounded in the arm 
both of my Company 
On the 24 th a party of 340 com 
manded by Colo Parker of the Jersey 
Regt. designed for the narrows, was 
attacked by a large party of 
French and Indians as they were 
landing on a point of Land, called 
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small 

pox 


the Sabbath Day point , it is to be found 
the greatest part are killed & taken; 

220 are yet missing. The French have 
taken from ym 2 shallops & all the 
Battoes & whaleboats, except 5 or 6 that 
were at lake George, [on South end] 

It is a very healthy time in the 
Camp. Some have got the small 
pox; but it is moderate. Capt Thomas 
Hartwell of our Regt. died with it a few Days 
ago: Joseph Byram & Barnard Far 
rand of my company, have both got 
it, but are like to do well. 

Those men killed with Colo. 

Parker belonged to the Jerseys, New 
York & N Hampshire forces. We 
have lost none by the Enemy 
but Leut. Dormett & the 7 above 
mentioned killed here out of Capt 
Fryes Regt. All the ship [ ] 
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sailors & Boatsmen in this encampment 
are ordered to the Lake. Sergeant 
Stiles & Israel Scott are got up at 
at last—Leut Barnard & Leut Wil 
lard upon Col. Fryes desire have 
settled their march for the present, 
they left it to 3 Captains, who give 
it in favour of Willard 

In haste From yr 
Honr must Humble 
Servant 
John Burke. 

To Col. Williams 


The establishment made for 
the defence of the frontiers of the 
State last year was continued 
April 1758 and scouts were 
kept up as usual and continued 
through winter. Capt Wyman 
at Fort Mass. 
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Colo 

Partridges 
Letter 
Exped 
tion to 
Ti 

1758 


For the Expedition against Canada, 
Massachusetts raised 7000 men 

Extract of a Letter from Col Oliver Par 
tridge Dated Camp at Lake George 
July 12 1758 (to Col. I Williams) 

At 8 oclock of the morning of the 5 th in July (the) 
sculd down the Lake. The army landed 
about 6 oclock AM, 6 th without loss; 

Rogers put a shore ran on to the French 
camp & killed 4. The French laid an 
ambushment to cut off our Battoes 
but we landed before we came where 
they lay. The army with the [ ] 

proceeded through the woods, Rogers with 
his men as guides. Before they got 
a mile a large ambushment of 
French arose and a severe engage 
ment followed about Vi an hour; 
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Take 
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Advance 
ed Corps 


several killed. Lord Howe was shot dead 
on the spot. 300 or 400 of the French were 
killed or taken. The regiments got con 
fused and we returned to open ground 
to form and camped. July 7 we laid 
a Bridge over the lake at the falls & 
marched through the French encamp 
ment and passed on with 3 Mass 
Regiments, my Battalion & Col Broad 
street with the Battoemen, to the French 
advanced posts within about a mile 
of Ticonderoga forts, where Montcalm 
was posted with 6 Battalions. This 
place is called the Mills . After we had 
taken possession the army advanced & 
encamped. Col Prebble Doty, Williams 
and I with our men were ordered 
to go halfway to the French port & 
encamp which we did. 

Next 
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Order of 
Attack 
on Ti. 


Regu 

lars 


morn July 8 th Col Gages light infantry 
the Battoemen and Roger’s Rangers 
were ordered forward to drive in the 
French Centinels. The next line con 
sisted of Doty on the right, Prebble 
next, my Battalion next. Col Williams 
next. Bagley & ye New Yorkers next 
to complete the Line from Lake to 
Lake. About 3 hours after we had 
formed the regulars came up to 
attempt the French line, which if they could 
not carrey it, they were to retire and 
draw out the French to us who were 
formed in the woods about 2 musket 
shot off from the French Breastworks 
It is evident the conductors of this affair 
were very ignorant of the French in 
trenchment; they had not only ditches 
but ranges of trees without [ ] 

ressembling a hurricane . The New York 

troops 
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troops forces fill in with a french advance party 

when a hot fire began. The Regular 

then came up and fought with great 

resolution, but it was impossible to 

get over the trees and ditches; they 

attacked and retreated once and again; 

the provincials ran up to their assist 

ance but to no purpose, An inessant 

heavy fire continued nearly 6 hours 

Many regulars killed and wounded & 

much less number of the provincials. 

The main of the army retired to 
the mills Col Williams & I with our 
people, where we lodged the night 
before. About midnight we acci 
dentally found out the whole army 
were moving off which was to our 
great surprise. We came along in 
the night to our Battery in the 
morning July 9 retured to fort W. Henry. 
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Col William Williams in a letter from 
S End Lake George, July 11 1758 
Says, I hear the regulars say we 
did nothing in the attack on the 
French lines, and that we shall 
have our touch next time. I know 
not of one single order given from 
5 oclock in the morn to 5 at night; and 
such a panic I scarce ever saw among 
brave men , and perhaps the head 
is somewhat affected. The disappoint 
ment reproach and infinite scandal 
brot, upon our troops in retreating 
from the spot designed for the reduc 
tion of Caralong, is inexpressible and 
sinks the spirits of all among us. 
Extracts from Col. Partridges Letter 
from Lake George Sept 30 1758. 

Last Sabbath Majs Rogers went 

down 
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down the Lake with 200 men. On 
Monday came in a deserter from a 
party of French and Indian consisting 
of 23 who were some miles NW of 
the camp. Early next morn Lt Tute 
and Ensign Catlin were sent with 
50 men to way lay their Canoes; they 
took the deserter for a guide. Before 
night Tute & Catlin overtook Rogers 
lingering on the Islands. Rogers de 
tached Capt Shepard to join Tute 
and seize the enemys canoes; Shep 
ard lay in ambush part of a 
day and sent back to Rogers for 
orders who ordered the party back 
at Sunsett. They retired 2 Vi miles 
to Rogers with 2 canoes of the enemy. 
Next day a party was sent by 
Land to the place of ambush the 

day 



51 


1758 


before. Found the enemy had been 
there and struck off by land for 
Ticonderoga. After this Rogers Shepard 
Tute and Catlin with a number of 
men in 6 whaleboats proceeded down 
the Lake in sight of the place where 
the army landed . Rogers sent for 
word the other officers within 100 
rods of an Island near the landing 
where was a French guard, and a 
fire command on both sides 
but to no effect. 300 french app[ea]ring 
upon the Landing Rogers drew 
off and retired last night except 
two left to make further discovery 
The following Regiments are in 
Camp, Prebbles, Bagleys, Williams, 

Nichoal’s, Lyman’s, Whitings, Worsters & Harts 
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the whole amounting to 1654 exclusive 
of 500 at half way Brook. My 
Battalion 279 & Rogers Rangers 314 
these numbers are exclusive of officers 
many of whom are retired home 
unfit for duty. This place proves 
a Golgotha as in years past. 

In many instances we see brave 
soldiers walking out of their cold 
tents & dropping down dead. 

A deserter states that that there are 
in Ticonderoga only 1400 men; two 
others since say 7900.” 

Boston 16 Oct 1758 

Dear Sir 

Louisburgh surrendered on the 
26 th . All prisoners of war . We 
have lost only 300 men in the 
seige, the enemy 1500. An Extract 
I am sending to the [ ] [ ] 
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this to Springfield I am yours 
affectionately 
(Signed) Tho Hutchinson 

Note After the return of the army 

to the S. End of Lake George, it remained 

rather inactive for some time and 

the spirits of the officers and soldiers of the 

provincials were much depressed. A 

second attempt was suggested and 

reinenforcements were expected from 

Louisburgh and from the Provinces; 

the provincial Colonels prepared a memorial to 

General Abercrombie, in which they sug 

gested the necessity of Building a strong 

fort at No. 4 and stationing there a 

part of the army; but the memorial 

was never presented to the General. Some 

of the gentlemen viewed the measure as 

an 
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an improper interference, and de 
clined them giving their signatures. 

Col Wm. Williams, who was the chief 
promoter of the measure, says they 
shrunk in the wetting . 

Suspicions and jealousies prevailed in 
the army; the provincial officers 
considered themselves slighted and 
neglected by the commander, and 
say that they were not consulted 
on any occasion any more than 
orderly Sergeants. In some in 
stances treason treachery on the part of the 
commander, was hinted at; and it was 
reported, in various parts of the 
Country, that some officers left 
the army and returned home 
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disgusted with the service, and with 
out leave from the commander. 

It is now believed that there was no 
foundation for supposing treachery 
the General treacherous; his misfor 
tune probably were arose from 
errors of the head rather than the 
heart, and if he lacked firmness, it 
has never been so proved. 

In a letter from Leut Gov Thomas 
Hutchinson dated Mitton 30 July 
1758 to Col I Williams, the Gov. 
writes thus: “I am always backward 
in giving any credit to the reports 
of common soldiers, especially where 
they alledge treachery. There was 
something so idle in the stories about 

Bradstreet 
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Bradstrett at Louisburgh, that I 
never could hear them with pa 
tience. And for the affairs in the 
present day I have no more sus 
picion of any such thing than 
I have of their being the greatest 
Geniuses in Europe. The late 
action was certainly most unfor 
tunate. Whether it was entered upon 
by the General alone without the 
approbation of the officers I cannot 
determine. His aid de Camp 
writes that all the officers were 
for it, though he does not say 
it was in a council of war. 

It’s natural after a misfortune 
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arising from a wrong measure to 
disdain any share in it.” 


The usual forces were kept on 
the frontiers of the Province 
till Oct, when, by Gov Pownalls 
orders, all the forces are discharged 
excepting those at Fort Massachu 
setts and West Hoosac-. A Company 
of Regular stationed at No 4 
were reduced by a detachment 
of militia from Hampshire County 


Other Letters from Col Ephraim Williams 
Camp at the Flats August 2, 1755 

Encloses a List of officers killed and wounded 
on the Banks of Monongahela which 
he reed from his General, with a charge 
to let no one see it in camp for fear it 
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might intimidate the men. Gives 
1755 an account of the attack on Braddock 

States the names of officers present, & 
killed and wounded viz 

officers killed 26 =63 

Do wounded 37 J 
and about 600 men killed & 
wounded 

From Camp at Fort Nicolson 

August 16, 1755 

Arrived here 14 instant with remaining 
part of Connecticut troops. The men 
have been beat out by hauling Bat 
toes over the several falls; obliged to 
wade up to their middles. The 
General arrived the same Day we 
did with about 20 indians 
mentions his Will which he sent 
to Col Williams. Requests if it is not 
properly drawn it may be wrote 
anew and sent to him to complete. 
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Extract from Capt Isaac Wyman’s 
Journal 1756, at Fort Massachusetts- 
June 7 th Benjamin King & William 
Meacham retiring from a scout 
and within % mile of the Fort were 
fired upon by Indians & killed. 

June 26 a party from the army fired 
upon by the Indians (about 13 miles 
from the fort) several killed and 
found in the road by Ensign Barr 
and on the 28 who headed a scout 
July 5 A scout of 140 arrived at the 
fort from camp at Vi Moon found 8 men 
killed on the 26 of June & buried them 
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Extracts from papers found in the 
possession of Mr Solomon Williams 
of this town, which belonged to his 
Father Doct Thomas Williams. 

Letter from Capt Elisha Chapin 
Fort Mass. Sept. 1754 

“One of my men came from Hoos 
ac on the 25 th of August and informed 
that the Dutch were moving off 
to Albany to avoid a large army of 
Indians which they were informed 
was approaching to destroy their 
settlement. 26 sent a scout to 
Hoosac to make discoveries: they saw 
nothing. 27 th a number of men went 
to Hoosac mill & some staed till next 
day: five or six Stockbridge Indians 
out hunting, had, (as was sup 

posed 
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posed) discovered the approach of the enemy 

and notified the people of their dan 

ger. The people did not believe the 

enemy were near and told the indi 

ans they could not go till they 

had got their meal; an Indian 

replyed “ you but go quick for they 

will be upon you ” The people 

tarryed all night, ground their grain 

and got home safe. Four men soon 

after went to the mill for grinding 

and [ ] were fired upon by a paty 

of Indians one killed & one wounded, the others 

retreated to the fort. On the 28 the whole 

town was set on fire and great quanti 

ties of wheat many horses & cattle destroyed. The 29 th 

they also burnt Sancoick . The 

damage some think to be £4000 

York money I believe more. 

The party was estimated at 30 or 40 
others made 100 one Frenchman seen. 
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Had I had 40 men would have over 
taken them at Wooloonscocks & cut 
them off; but here I must be shut 
up in a fort with but a handful 
of men, in the time of the destruction 
of Hoosac. I could have bit my own 
nails off, if that would have brought 
me men could not rest night nor 
day my blood boiled like a pot. 

Sept 4 a party of 108 men came 
from Albany to see the destruction 
of Hoosac. 

Extract of a Letter from Capt Phin 
ehas Stevens N. 4. April 7 1747 

In April 1747 the fort at No 4 (now 
Charleston) was invested by a party 
of French and Indians from Cana 
da under the command of Mons. 
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1747 Dcbclinc . who and after several reit 

erated attacks were repulsed and 
returned to Canada. 

Capt Stearns in a Letter of the date 
above mentioned gives the following 
detail of the affair. 

“Our Dogs being very much distracted 

gave us reason to believe the enemy were 

about, which induced/occasioned us not to open the 

gate at the usual time. One of our 

men, being desirous to know the certainty 

ventured out privately to sit on the Dogs 

about 9 o’clock in the morning; he 

count about 20 rods from the fort 

fired his gun crying ‘ T 1 boy to his dogs ” 

on which swell of the enemy rose from behind 

a logg, a few rods off, fired and 

slightly wounded the man. The enemy 

then arose from all these ambush 

ments and attacked the fort on all sides. 
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1 st day 


2 nd Day 


They set fire to the dry fences and a 

log house about 40 rods distance from 

the fort, and as the wind was high in a few minutes we 

were entirely surrounded by fire; 

at the same time a heavy fire com 

menced on the fort from all quarters 

attended with the usual hard yell 

of the savages, and the firing continued 

till 10 o’clock at night the next day with Our men 

fought with great resolution and 

had no time to spare for eating or 

sleeping. The enemy continued a sort 

of fortification which was to be pushed 

before them up to the fort to sit it 

on fire; but they did not attempt 

the experiment. They called to us & 

and desired a Cessation of Arms, until 

sunrise the next morning, which was 

granted. Debeline came with about 

50 or 60 men with a flage and stuck it 
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it down 20 rods from the fort and 
proposed an exchange of hostages, which 
was agreed to and 3 men 10 Lieut were received 
into the fort and as many sent out. 

The French commander offered terms of 

capitulation and promised good treat 

ment in case of a surrender. On the 

return of the men a request was sent 

to Steams to meet Monsieur, halfway 

and return an answer to the pro 

posals made. Stearns accordingly met him and 

he renewed his proposals, and he threatened 

in case of a refusal of Stearns, to set fire 

to the fort or run over it; that he had 

700 men and if one Indian was 

killed the garrison should be put 

to the sword Stearns refused his 

terms, and Monsieur told him to go to 

the fort and see whether his men 

would fight any longer & give me an 
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answer quick for my men want to be 

fighting. On reentry, a vote was taken 

by the garrison and all declared to fight as long as 

they had life and this answer was 

sent to Debeline. The fire of the enemy 

then opened, with a shout, and continued 

all night, several attempts were made 

with fire arrows to fee burn the fort 

but all failed. At day break they 

called to us good morning , and re 

quested another cessation for 2 hours 

which was granted, and a flag advanced 

as before. The Two Indians with the 

flag proposed that the garrison 

should sell them provisions and 

they would retire from the fort; 

Stearns offered to furnish them with 
5 Bushels of Com for every prisoner 
they would send in. On the Indians 
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retiring to the French commander the 

fire again commenced, but soon ceased, 

and the enemy withdrew from the 

place, It being then the 10 th of April & 2 

oclock PM. Stearns kept his garrison 

constantly on the alert, nor did he 

suffer the least relaxation at the during 

the several cessations for and he suspected by 

these means the enemy intended to gain 

an opportunity to surprise him. A novel 

experiment was adopted to extinguish 

the fire on the exterior side of the 

fort. No less than eleven passages or galleries were 

[ ] under the parapit and carried continued 

some way forward of the curtain, of 

such a depth that a man might stand up 

right in front of the parapet without exposure to the fire of 

the enemy. By this continuance the out 

side of the fort was kept constantly 

wet with water conveyed under the 

fort 
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Some hundred Barrels of water 

were expended used in this manner; and the 

fort completely secured against fire. To undergo 

all this service there was but 30 

men and though some 1000s of guns 

were discharged at us we had but 

2 men slightly wounded. 

Note Steams has been justly applauded 
for this brave defence; That much 
gallantry was discovered is readily ad 
mitted, and the scheme for extin 
guishing the fire arrows on the 
exterior of the parapet was novel 
and ingenious. But considering the 
paucity of his force and the strength 
of the enemy it will easily be 
seen that it was a little impru 
dent to admit a Leiut & 2 others 
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of the enemy, into the fort, at the cessa 
tion; and equally improper to risque 
for Steams to risque himself, in at an in 
terview with the French commander 
out of the fort. Service of this kind 
should be intrusted to an inferior offi 
cer whose loss, in case of perfidy would 
not increase the chance of success on 
the part of the enemy. 

The repulse of the assailants must 
have been extremely mortifying to 
their French commander. His genius seems 
not to have suggested the construction 
of a Mayham manham batteries , which have 
been successfully used by officers more 
fertile of invention in later times. 

The peculiar situation of the fort, being 
on low ground, offered every faculty 
for attacking in this mode; but it would 
seem Debeline was better acquainted with 
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[ ] of partizan corps in the field 

than the attack of fortified places 

Extract of a Letter from Doct Thomas 
Williams dated at Lake George Sept 11 th 
1755. (the third day after Col Williams 
fell in the morning scout) 

“Last Monday ye 8 th instant, was ye most awful 
day yt ever my eys beheld, & may I not 
say yt ever was seen in N England, consid 
ering the transactions of it.” +++++ About 1000 
whites under the command of my Dear 
Brother Ephraim who led the van & 

Leut Col. Whiting who brought up the 
rear; & about 150 mohawks under com 
mand of King Hendrick, then princi 
pal speaker, were attacked by the Lrench 
Army consisting of 1200 regulars and 
about 900 Canadians & savages, about 
3 miles from our encampment; 

and 
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& the main of our detachment; its said 

put to a precapitate flight; but the certain 

ty is not yet known. Because those 

brave men who stood fighting for 

our dear country perished in the 

field of Battle: ye attack began about 

half an hour after then in the morn 

ing & continued til about 4 in the after 

noon before the enemy began their 

retreat. The enemy were about an 

hour and half drawing our people 

before they reached the camp, where 

to give them due credit, they fought 

like brave fellows on both sides, for 

more 4 hours, disputing every inch of ground; 

in the whole of which time there 

seemed to be nothing but thunder 

& lightning & perpetual pillars of 

smoke. Our Cannon, which under 

God (it appears to me) saved us ++++ 
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The wind being south was a great 
advantage to our troops as the smoke 
was drove in our faces. Ye wounded were 
brought in very fast, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that their 
wounds could be dressed fast enough 
even in the most superficial manner; 
having in about 3 hours near 40 men 
brought to be dressed; & Dr Pynchon his 
mate and Billy with myself were all to 
do it. My mate being at fort Lyman 
attending upon divers sick men there. 

The bullets flew like hail stones about 
our ears all the time of dressing, as 
we had not a place prepared of 
safety to dress the wounded in; but thru 
Gods goodness, we received no hurt, 
anymore than yr (from) the bark 
of the trees & chips flying in our 
faces by accidental shots which 

was 
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something frequent. Our tent was shot 
thro, in divers places, which we thought 
best to leave & retire a few rods behind 
a shelter of a log house which was so 
loose laid as to let the Balls thro very 
often. I have not time to give a list 
of the dead, which are many, by reason 
I have not time to attend the wounded 
as they ought to be. my necessary food 
and sleep are almost strangers to 
me since the fatal day. fatal indeed 
to my dear Brother Ephraim who 
was killed in the beginning of the action 
by a ball thro his head . Great numbers 
of our brave men & some the flower 
of our army died with him on the 
spot. A List of which I refer you 
to Capt Burks letter to Lt. Hoit, hav 
ing not time to get a copy of one 
myself. Twenty odd wounded in 
our regiment, among which some 
I fear will prove mortal; and 
poor Brother Josiah makes one of 
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that number. A ball lodged in his 
intestines which entered towards ye 
upper part of his thigh and passed 
through his groin. Poor Capt Haw 
ley is yet alive who I did not ex 
pect would have 2 hours after bringing 
in; being shot in at the left pap 
(& ye Ball cut out near his shoulder blade) 
cutting his plura & piercing through 
the left lobe of his lungs; as the violence 
of ye symptoms are this day something 
abated I have some hopes he may 
recover. Our Mohawks suffered con 
siderable in the action, having 33 
killed with the brave old King Hendrick 
which has exasperated them so much 
yt it is with great difficulty yt we 
can keep them from sacrificing yr 
French General & aid de Camp & ye 
rest of the French officers Prisoners 
about 21 in number which we 



75 


1755 


have taken. This French General is much 
wounded, whose name & titles is as follows 
as appears by his papers) M. Le Baron 
des Dieshau, Marsahl des Camp et 
Armes Envoye on Canada pour Com 
mander touts les troups . It seems he 
was a Lt Colo, under Count Saxe late 
war in Flanders, and was sent out 
with the same powers & command from 
that Court yt ye late General Braddock 
was from England, but must conclude 
being interrupted almost every minute 
by my patients wanting something or other 
++++. The remainder of the French army 
was attacked by 250 of ye N Hampshire 
troops after they left in & part put 
to a precipitate flight, as they were not 
apprized of those troops; they left their 
Baggage & most of their provisions, packs 
and some guns and many dead bodies 
on the spot where they attack be 
gan in the morning where our troops 
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came upon them as they were sitting 
down to rest their fatigue with us. 

The French General says he lost 600 
of his men ye aid de camp says 
more and that they have lost 1000 
it is certain they were smartly paid 
for they left their garments & weapons 
of war for miles together after their 
brush with the Hampshire troops 
+++ If we had had 5 or 600 fresh 
troops to have pursued, it is that 
very few would have gone back 
to Crown point to tell what was 
become of their brethren. It is now 
11 oclock and I have had scarce any 
sleep since the action, must therefore 
wish you a good night, looking to 
a mericiful and gracious God to 
keep and preserve you, with 
all my dear relations & friends; 
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and in his own due time re 
turn me home to you, in safety, 
laden with ye experiences of his 
salvation and a grateful sense 
of his divine mercies to us all- 
With love to my dear Children & 
proper regards to all as due. I sub 
scribe your affectionate Husband, till 
Death Thos Williams 
Mrs. Esther Williams- 

Note . The above letter confounds 
the action of the morning, where Col 
Williams fell, and that at the Lake 
where the main army under Genl 
Johnson was posted; and it does not 
appear where the greatest loss 
was sustained. But from all other 
accounts it appears the loss was 
principally sustained by Williams de 

tachment 
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tachment; and the whole num¬ 
ber of Johnson’s killed, in all the 
three actions of the Day did 
not exceed 200: some account 
make them only about 140 ([ ] Letter) 

Most of our historians have 
rated Dieshau’s regulars at 200 
only; by the Doctors letter 
they were 1200, and from a 
variety of data I am of opinion certain 
that the number is correctly 
stated. It appears also that 
the ground occupied by John 
son was not entirely cleared of its nature 
woods; for the Dot. states that 
the balls frequently struck the 
trees, in the rear, where he 
was dressing the wounded- 



A List of the killed, wounded and missing of the 

late Col. Ephraim Williams Regt. in the Battle on Lake George 

Sept. 8 th 1755. 
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Compa 

nies 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

Deserted 

Col. 

Willi 

ams 

9 

Col. Ephm. Williams 
Ensgn John Stratton 

Sergt Simeon Wells 

Capt John Bourn 

Do. Daniel Graves 

Leml Stoddard 

Solo. Stone 

Robert Rhine 

John Taylor 

Micah Harrington 
died 13 Sept. 

Silas Graves 


Thomas 

Scarjants 

Lt Col 

Pom 

roy’s 

3 

Sergt Caleb Chapin 

Capt Eben Wright 

David Hinch- 
ley 

Lt. Simon Davis. 

Sergt. Nathan Thomas 
Daniel Granger 

(Jno Thomas says 
Major Burke) 
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Compa 

nies 

List continued 

Killed 

Wounded 

Missing 

Maj. 

Maj. Noah Ashley 

Clerk George Simpson 

Israel 

Ash 

ley’s 2 

Isaac Shaw (says Burke) 

Gideon Stiles 

Shaw 

Capt. 

Lt. Simon Cobb 

Benjn Bisbee 


Hous 

Gershan Ranall 

died 10 th Sept 


es 

5 

Ephm Cobb 

Seth Withly 

John Thair 

Robert Craag 

Jonathan Drake 


Capt 

Samuel Li- 

Capt John Halloway 


Burt’s 1 

ermore 

William Jones 

Elijah Mighlls 

John Burt died 

20 th Sept. 

William Gordon 



Deserted 


Note according to Perez Marsh letter 

Sept. 26, 1755, Ki lled total 45. wounded 

24 in Williams regiment. In the army 216 killed, 96 

wounded. Poisoned bullets mentioned Dr Williams 

Letter 
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Capt. 

Hitch 
cock’s 3 

Nathaniel Burt 

Wm. Hitchcock 

Solo. Chandler 


Capt 

Lt. Daniel Pomeroy 

Capt Elisha Hawley 

Haw 

Eliakiam Wright 

died 24 Sept. 

ley’s 

Thomas Wiat 

Capt. John Stearnes 


Ebenr. Kinsley 

Lemuel Lyman 

5 

Daniel Wells 

Sami Fairfield 

Capt 

Capt. Moses Porter 


Porter’s 

Ensgn. Reuben Wait 

Asa Stratton 

Zebedh Williams 


5 

Henry Bartlett 


Capt 

Capt. Jona Ingersal 

Ensgn. Josiah Williams 

Inger 

Sergt Stephen Ball 

Thomas Welshier 

sail’s 

Abram Pichett 

Sami Ponder 


Aaron Bagg 

Joseph Barker 

5 

Richd Campbel 

John Ancun 

Heber Miller 

John French 
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Dan Hartfield 
Elnathan Phelps 
Sami Marshall 
John Hannum 
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Officers of Col Ephraim Williams 
Regiment 1755. (from an old Return) 


Field 

officers 


Cols 

Company 


Lt Col 
Company 


Majors 

Company 


Names 

Rank 

Ephraim Williams 

Colonel 

Seth Pomroy 

Liut Colonel 

Noah Ashley 

Major 

John Burke 

Capt Lieutenant 

John May 

1 st Lieutenant 

John Stratton 

Ensign 

Simon Davis 

1 st Lieutenant 

Asa Noble 

2 Do 

David Pixly 

Ensign 

Ithamar Hubble 

1 st Lieutenant 

Nathanl. Callender 

2d Do 

Stephen Dewey 

Ensign 

Daniel Burt 

Captain 

Samuel Chandler 

Lieutenant 

Thrustum Davis 

Ensign 


Burts 



Hawleys 


Porter’s 


Inger 

sails 


Hitch 

cocks 


Doolit 

ties 


Houses 
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Elisha Hawley 
Daniel Pomroy 
Elijah Smith 


Moses Porter 
Hezekiah Smith 
Reuben Wait 


Jonathan Ingersall 

Samuel Wells 

Josiah Williams Wellaret 


Luke Hitchcock 
Nathaniel Burt 
Joseph Sheldon 


Ephm Doolittle 
Jonathan Rolff 
Peter Harwood 


-House 

Sebastian Ensign 
Simon Cobb 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 


Captain 

Lieutenant 

Ensign 


Captain 
not given 
Lieutenant 
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1758 


See Rogers 
Journal 
page 
110 


A Letter from Doct Williams dated at 
Fort Edward August 7 1756 states 
that Winslow’s forces at that place 
by the last return was 1550 and 
1260 at the Lake 

Col Partridge, in a Letter dated Camp 
at Lort Edward, west side the River 
below the Island June 22, 1758, states 
that Rogers in his last scout lost 
9 men which we suppose were killed 
& or taken; the party above 60 for 
a look out. Say 2000 men are at 
Ticonderoga—Mentions Colonel 
Prebbles, Col Ruggles, Col. Nichols 
Col. Bagleys and Col Dotys Regiment 
beside his own Battalion (named out 
of the Regiments) Col. Jos. Williams is 
to be posted on the Mohawk River 
Pour days ago came in a flag of truce 
from Crown point with 20 men. 
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Extracts of Letter from Col Wm William 
dated Lake George July 11 1758— 

(Journal of advance and retreat from 
Ticonderoga) 

On 5 th instant embarked at 8 oclock 
(mom) by 9 at night arrived at Sabbath 
day point 20 miles, halted an hour 
& then sailed for the landing about mile 
above the Blockhouse where the Lrench 
had about 200 men. arrived at 8 next mom 
and soon landed without opposition, 
the Lrench fell back and left baggage 
Reconnoitered at 12 oclock army formed 
in 7 columns to march N side the Lake 
to dislodge a body of enemy posted at 
the mills. Prebble Ruggles and My Regt 
made the right column. We had not 
moved before the centre column led 
by Lord Howe reed a volley which was 
briskly returned and his Lordship and 

few 
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few others fell; but the provincials & 
a few other rangers encompassed and 
killed and took about 400. The regular 
motions of the irregulars after capture, the 
death of Howe, put the regulars in that 
disorder that they were obliged to retreat 
in order to form, and then motions put 
our right Brigade in confusion, all were 
obliged to return. The general was lost 
in the confusion and lay out all night. 

A slop was put to every thing till late 
in the forenoon (next day). We had orders from 
Bradstreet to refresh ourselves and be 
ready to advance and drive of Mons. 
Montcalms 4 Battalions at the mills. 

2 miles below. While eating, his car 
penters land a bridge over the narrows 
of the Lake against the [ ] fort 

A Column consisting of the Battoemen Preb 
ble, Partridge mine & Ruggle’s marched 
to the mills and find the French had 
entrenched & set fire to many things. 
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Some were employed laying the bridges, 
over which were destroyed. I made a float 
to carry over the common. The army then 
came up before night. Prebble and 
I were ordered, sun 1/2 hour high, to advance 
to an eminence within % mile of the 
enemys breast work and make a breast 
work to [ ] us, which we did with 

great dispatch. At 9 at night Partridge 
joined us. Early in the morn (8 th ) were ordered 
to attend the General and were informed that 
an attack was designed upon the enemys 
breastwork in the following manner. 

Light infantry on the right; Battoemen on 

center and Rogers on the left in a single 

rank, to extend from Lake to Lake. Then 

Doty, Prebble, Partridge, myself, Bagley & 

the Yankees or Delancees in a double rank from Lake 

to Lake where so found the Regulars to 

march up and we make them intervals 

to pass through and do the work . We 

lay on our arms on a sustaining party 

In case the enemy rushed out and the 

regulars 



regulars could not withstand them, they 
were to pass through us, and we repel 
1758 them till they could form again. 

About Vi after 12 they came up, but 
Col Delany being a mind to see more 
than he could from the post assigned 
him, advanced so far as to come nigh right 
before he was aware and the attack 
really began before the regulars 
came up. When they came they 
ventured up bravely as well and fast 
as they could, but the enemy had 
felled trees cris cross that mightily 
impeded them and finally prevented 
them doing any thing to purpose, 
saving burying their men to the slaughter 
and great havoc has been made indeed +++ 
As the fire grew heavy we advanced 
too nigh for a sustaining party and the 
only way we had to save ourselves 
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was by making the men lay flat and 
some were killed & wounded, in that position. 
It was impossible to keep our men back, 
and those that ventured up shared the same 
fate with the regulars; but by my run 
ning from wing to wing I prevented mine 
some good measure and I believe suf 
fered a little as any Regt. having but 2 
killed and 13 wounded—For 6 hours or 
more there was by far the heaviest 
fire I ever heard. The Earth for the whole time 
shook like the beginning of an Earthquake 
not the last space of time but there 
was firing and about the middle PM 
it was greatly increased by musketry, wall 
pieces swivels &c. By an Indian [ ] 

we understood 3000 would soon join 
them and that they were in motion 
quite from Quebec. Having been [ ] 

men to sun 1/2 hour high without water 
or nourishment I drew off my Regt 20 Rods 

and 



88 


1758 and then went to look for the Genl. 

but could not find him; his aid de 
Camp Capt Cunningham informed me 
where the breast works was to be 
made and I went to work with 
what axes I had, fell a number of 
large trees white pine trees, which 
drew the fire of the enemy upon 
us. Going to the lake for spades 
and shovels &c found the Batteaux 
all gone off, and looking round 
found all gone but the highland 
Regiment and mine, on which I 
marched off upon their wing, 
a bullet could not hurt me more 
unless it took my life; my heart 
fell into my shoes and my tears 
upon them.” 

The Colonel regrets the last of the 
spot where they could have intrenched. 
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1758 themselves to their ears ” and done the 

business for Caralon in 2 Days : and to 
quit the mice and carrying place , and 
not make a stand at either; not to say 
any thing of the inhumanity of not tarrying 
till in the night that those under the 
breastworks might be brought off. I 
say the things in themselves & their con 
sequences are the most interesting to 
poor New England. 

(Signed) Wm Williams 

PS. I forgot to 

say that no provincial Colonel- 

has ever been considered or advised with 
by the General, nor treated two pence better 
than orderly Sargeants. 


Note Memo In all the histories I have examined 

no particular account is given of the means 
taken by Massachusetts for the defence of 
the NW frontier of the state. From 1744 to 
1759 a cordon of small forts was kept up 
extending from Williamstown to fort Dummer on 
Connecticut River. Details of the operations 
are wanted. 
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Col 

Partridg 
es Letter 



Additions 

From Col Israel Williams Papers. 

Gov Shirley as early as Feby 1755 found 
a plan for a Crown point expedition 
A strong post was to be formed at Col 
Lydia’s farm, up the Hudson , for a 
depot of stores and to facilitate the cut 
ting of a wagon Road to Lake St Sacremont. 

He also proposed building a fort on the 
rocky eminence near Crown point 
(probably Ticonderoga) Assisted by the Provns 
N Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island 
& N York. In case of opposition (from 
the French) at Crown point he deter 
mined to give peremtory order to de 
molish it. 

August 29 Shirley Lt Gov Phips received a Letter from 
General Johnson containing the re 

suit 
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1755 suit of a council of war held at the great Car 
rying place the 22d instant from which it 
appeared that a strong reinforcement 

to the army was necessary: And on the 8 th 
Sept. 2000 men were ordered to be raised 
in Mass for the purpose. 124 were required 
from Col Israel Williams Regt. 

1756 In the House of Representatives Sept 10 th 
voted that his Excellency lodge orders 

with Col. Israel Williams (Hatfield) and Col John 
Worthington (Springfield) for draughting 350 
out of each of their regiments; and with 
Col John Chester (Worcester) and the Chief 
officers of the Regt under the command of 
Col Timothy Ruggles of Hardwick for 
draughting 150 men out of each of 
their regiments, to be held in readiness 
to march upon any extraordinary emergency 
for the relief and assistance of the Province 
troops under Maj. Genl Winslow 
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1756 By a Resolve of the General Court 
March 4 1756 it appears 3500 men 
were to be raised in Mass (including 
officers) for the Crown point expedition 

Indians August 21—Indians appeared at North 

at North field fired upon and wounded Reuben 
field Wright. One Indian supposed held by 

Josh Stebbins who was with Wright 

By Lt. Col. John Hawks orderly Book 
1759 for 1759 it appears that a considerable 
body of troops lay at Half way Brook 
from June 18 to July 13 of that year, 
where were some works built. The 
commander Lt Col. Pearson. A post called the 
4 mile point appears to have been situ 
ated between Vi way brook & fort Edward 
probably between Glens falls and Sandy 
hill villages. The ground at the 
Brook was cleared of the brush 
and a regular camp found on the South 
side. 
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A plan 
of 

Country 

about 

Lake 

George 
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From additional papers furnished by 
Capt Williams of Conway. (Old Map) 
Advertisement in the Boston Weekly News-Letter 
May 27, 1756 

This Day published (and sold by Thomas John 
ston in Brattle-street and Jacob Griggs oppo 
site the town House Boston Timothy Clem 
ents, Haverhill) . A plan of Hudson River 
to fort Edward, with the Waggon road to 
Lake George and the Narrows; also part of 
Lake Champlain, Crown point, the south bay 
and wood-creek by the best accounts;- 
with an exact plan of fort Edward and 
William Henry; and of the land de 
fended in the General engagement on 
the 8 th Sept 1755; Likewise our army 
intrenchment after the fight with sundry 
particulars respecting the engagement 
on said Day; with the distance and 
bearing of Crown point, and wood 
creek from the great falls on Connecti 
cut River a little below No 4 as sur 
veyed by Timothy Clements 

Surveyor- 



Col. Keyes 
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A journal of a French officer in Canada 
Wm which was taken on board a small vessel 

Henry in the west Indias, gives an account of 

a feast made by some of the Indians who 
were at the taking of fort Wm Henry , at 
which they sacrificed some of the Eng 
lish prisoners, boiled their flesh, and 
forced the other prisoners to eat it. 

Hutchinson Vol 1., page 415 

Information obtained from Col Keyes 
of Western, by Capt Hitchcock. Jany 1821 
The Col is in his 81 st year was in the 
Campaigns of ’58, 59 & 60 & was in the 
attack on Ticonderoga. His father name 
was Solomon & was a Capt in the morning scout 
and killed on the retreat about a mile 
from the place of the first attack 
says Col Williams, Major Ashley and 
Capt Keyes were buried the next day 
in one grave at Johnsons Camp. 

The march of the scout was two deep 
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through the defile thinks Hendrick was 
on the flanks—the attack began where 
I have supposed it. There was much fight 
ing about bloody pond. Williams left 
the Camp before sunrise attack be 
gan south of the pond Capt Pomeroy 
Porter were killed—Promises to send 
aH his fathers papers if he can find 
any that may throw light on the subject. 

When the Capt. parted with the Colonel 
he took him by the hand and said 
remember me to your friend and tell 
him I will do all in my power to 
give him information; and he hoped 
he should have to read one of my 
Books . The tears rolled down his 
venerable cheeks on parting. 

Further information. Capt Keyes was 

in Lovells fight at a pond, in Friburg May 8 th at Wennapasaockec pond 1725 
when 10 indians were killed (Feby 20 Belknap) 

He was also in the subsequent Battle with 
Lovell (in May 8) & received 3 wounds & 
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and left on the ground during the night, 
the only soldier left on the ground alive. 

In the morning he crept to the pond & 
got into a Boat and by the wind was 
carried 4 miles across the pond crept to 
Land found a soldier by whose as 
sistance after some days arrived at Saco. 

He commanded a company at Northfield 
1743. (1744) His Leut Alexander captured 
a French officer by the name of Rain 
bow (Rambout) who commanded the 
French and Indians (See Belknap Vol 2 
page 252) 

Capt Keyes was mortally wounded in the morning 

scout 1755 retreated about a mile- was left 

by a tree with his gun loaded with 

ball and buck shott. Next day he 

was found dead on the spot next day on the stripped 

and scalped. He was heard to fire his 

gun and it was supposed he hitted some 

of the enemy as they approached to 

scalp him. 

Five 
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Captains were killed in the scout viz Keyes 
Farrel, Pomeroy, Stoddard and Porter. 

King Hendrick was on horseback in 
front-told Williams he could smell 
the enemy. Scout left the camp at before 
sun rise—marched two deep-Con 
siderable fighting about bloody pond 
(as before stated) Col Cole with 300 sent to 
cover the retreat—Johnson had two field 
pieces in the action: 

Col Keyes first Campaign was in 1758 
relates the operation on landing at 
north and Lake George and before the 
French lines—Saw Lord John Murrey; 
highlanders cut away the abattis. 

&c &c See Capt. Hitchcocks statement Jany 12 th 1821 

Col Keyes says he never had a fit of 

sickness 

Note The Col. account of the burial of Col 
Williams disagrees with all others I have 
received. It has always been stated to me by 
men who were in the action that he was buried 
by a large rock on the ground where he fell. 
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1721 Vist to Vernon in the State of Vermont, 

formerly, Hinsdale, on the West side of Con 
necticut River and also Brattleboro. 

January 25, 1821. In a very cold day proceeded 
via Greenfield Bernardston and Cushmans Tav 
em to Hatsel Purples the place where Shedons 
Visit "I fort stood in the Indians wars there to Roots 
to Ver >- Tavern in Vermon lodged at the western extremity 
non J of the bend in the Connecticut River, near 

the meeting house & lodged- handsome islands in 
the bend—River a little contracted in width. 

I house about 3 miles to the scite of Bridgman fort 

in flat piece of ground, where is an old 

block house now converted to a dwelling 

house. It remains very perfect. Stands on 

west side of the road, Hence the Indians 

surprised the fort in 1755 and took 3 families of 14 persons 

one of whom was Mrs Howe mentioned in the 

life of Putnam. Caleb Howe was killed in 

the meadow east, towards the River, Birqu 

men Garfield drowned in attempting to cross 

the River and Helkiah Grout escaped 
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Like all of the old forts the fort this was over 
looked by high grounds (west), from which 
the enemy could see into them it and count 
the garrison. 

Proceeding about 2 miles, passing a defile 
formed by the River and the high ground 

arrive at [- \ meadow, which extend 

within about a mile of Brattleboro 
village: towards the upper end of the meadow 
stood fort Dummer, built by the Province 
of Mass in 1723; intended not only for 
defence, but a trading station with the 
Indians. It is now demolished-by accounts 
seems to have been a work of some strength 
though probably without bastions and 
perhaps a ditch; and incapable of defence 
against light artillery. 

When the war of 1744 broke out there were 
several thriving settlements near the fort; 
before the war 4 [ ] were mounted 

on the fort, and since the war two swivels 
& 2 four pounders. 

The lands bordering the river through Vernon 
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afford some fine farms, the upland suitable 
for past[ur]ing. Leut Gov Hunt occupies one 
and has a good mansion house and con 
venient Bams and out houses. The Land 
on the east of the River (in Hinsdale) presents 
some good farms; but the surface is rather 
uneven and rocky, was some settled in 
the war of 1744. 

Leaving the meadow pass higher ground 

about one mile and arrive at Brat 

tleboro village. A flourishing place village and 

is constantly improving. A hansome 

and strong bridge is here thrown over 

the Connecticut, formed of two arches supported 

by a piere and 2 abutments: the way 

parallel to the cords of the arches. UnDoubt 

edly preferable to passing over them. 

Here a small stream enters from the 
west affording good mills. At the North 
end of the village is a handsome Congre 
gational meeting house. 

26 Returned via Guilford to Deerfield the 
weather is very cold 
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Remarks In the account of the affair at Bridg 
mans fort as given by Belknap and Mr Taylor 
there is a discrepancy. The former says the 
men in the meadow were attacked before 
the fort was surprised; the latter that the 
fort was surprised and afterwards the 
attack made on the men in the meadow 
The dates also disagree. Belknap makes it on 
27 July; Taylor in the preceding month. The 
account of the former appears the most 
probable and is the more minute.— 

Querie . Is the Block house now standing, the 
place where the 14 prisoners were taken by 
Stratagem, as related in both accounts? 

According to Belknap Bridgmans fort was 
burnt by the enemy in the fall of 1747. 

Reed Mr Gay’s account of the capture 

of the fort is inserted in Binghams American Preceptor 

3d Edition, Boston 1796- 
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1723 

Hutchinl 
son’s > 
History^ 


Frontier towns on the Sea Coast in 1708 
mentioned in Hutchinson Vol 2. p. 156 
Oyster River, Exeter, Kingston and Dover in New 
Hampshire; Berwick, York, Wells, Winter harbor 
& Casco. 

October 11 th about 70 of the enemy attacked 
the block house above Northfield and 
killed and wounded 4 or 5 English. Colonel 
Stoddard marched immediately with 50 
men from Northampton to reinforce 
Northfield; 50 men belonging to Connecticut 
having been drawn off the Day before 
That Province generally sent men every 
year (during the summer) in this and former 
wars and paid them wages, the provisions 
being furnished by Mass. Hutchinson Vol 2d/275 
In 1727 few settlers ventured above Duns 
table on the Merrimac and the Rivers 
in the Province of maine had no towns 
at any distance from the sea into 
which they entered. The last session of 
Mr. Dummers administration a vote 



Stores for the army cut off 
1758. Tash’s affair probably 1756 
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passed the 2 houses appointing a Committee to 
lay out 3 towns lines of towns each of the con 
tents of 6 miles square, one line to extend from 
Connecticut river above Northfield to Merrimac 
River above Dunstable, another line on 
each side Merrimack as far as Penicook 
and another from Nichawanoe River to Fal 
mouth on Casco Bay Hutch 2. p 299. 


Major! In Merril’s Gazetteer of New Hampshire 
Tash J (a thin 800 volume published 1819) is inserted 
a biography of Col. Tash who served both 
in the French and revolutionary war. 

It states that in 1755 the army stores were 
cut off at half way brook between fort 
Edward and Lake George, that the Major 
was ordered on to the ground and found 
the trains killed &c. that he followed sev 
eral miles and came up with the enemy 
and had a sharp action and was nearly 
beaten, when a reinforcement came 
up on which the enemy were defeated 
with loss.”— This cannot be correct, unless 
the affair is passed over by all historians. 
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Extracts from Journal of Titus King 
who was captured by the Indians at 
Charlemont 1755 11 th June 
Being on centry at Rices meadow 
the Indians came upon 2 men and 
Titus a Bay at work in a field of Com, fired 
Kings and killed Phinehas Arms and shot 
Journal Capt Rice: The boys horse started 
a [ ] [ ] and the Indians took 

him. King took the woods & was per 
sued and captured. Rice begged the indi 
ans to stop the Blood: and [ ] them 

he could [ ] but they soon knocked 

him down & scalped him. King and the 
Bay were carried to Crown point and 
there to Canada. Went to England 
and returned to New York April 22d 
1758 after 3 years Captivity. 

June 10 1758. 

Indians attacked with a yell. They 
were between he sentry & the fort 
Note Journal found with [ ] Bennett 

of Hartford. 
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Observations made on a journey from Deer 
field to N Haven March 1821. 

The range of hills crossing Connecticut River at 
Journeyl Mount Holyok & mount Tom continues South 
to New > SW, crossing Westfield River at Morleys Bridge, 
Haven I to the highlands west, forming a sufficient 

barrier for the supposed Lake from Westfield 
to Bernardston mountains. 

At Middleton the east highlands cross the 
Connecticut, and trend Southwest through 
the south part of Durham & north part 
of North Haven and join a ridge of high 
lands west. In this Bason suppose 
a lake or expansion of the River extended 
to Enfield falls or to South Hadley falls. 

The positions of the highlands mentioned 
above, fully justify the belief that the 
the two lakes once existed as I had previ 
ously supposed 
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Extract from Hubbards General History of 
New England Printed in Historical Collection 
Vol 6—page 637 

On Sept 19—1677 forty or fifty river in 
dians fell upon Hatfield, attacked a 
house which the people were raising 
killed several & captured about 20. Next 
day attacked and carried away from 
Deerfield about 4 people. The pris 
oners were conveyed to Canada. Among 
which were the wives of Benjamin Wait 
and Stephen Jennings. A fortnight after they 
attacked a mill in Hadley. 24 th October 
having attained a Commission from the 
Governor Wait and Jennings sat out for 
Canada by Westfield & Albany. After two 
or three attempts to proceed they were seized by 
the Dutch (or Yorkers) at Sconcktoket carried 
to Albany thence to N York to the Governor 
who had ordered that no one should go 
to the French without leave. Obtaining a pass 
from the Gov. they returned to Albany and 
after many difficulties thrown in the 
way they procured a Mohawk Indian 
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to conduct them to Lake Champlain. They past 

the first Lake (George) about 16 December 

in a canoe, carried it two miles over the port 

age on their backs. They went 2 days down 

the lake in the canoe, then left it to go on 

the ice but had to return and bring on 

the canoe in which they arrived at Sham- 

play a village of 10 houses of French on 6 th 

January almost starved. At Sorrell they 

found Jennings wife & 5 other captives [ ] 

for [ ]; the remainder were in the woods 

They then went to Quebec (Kebec) and after 

some time redeemed 19 captives. The French 

furnished them with a guide on their re 

turn. In 19 April middle of 1678 they arrived at Albany 

having spent 16 days on the lake part 

of the time in hunting. From Albany 

proceded home by Vaterhook , part of the 

way on horses but then by their [ ] 

The ransom cost about 200 pounds. 

Note This affair was after Philips 
war and the enemy were River Indians 
who it seems had fled to Canada 
Probably the first time captives were 
carried there from west part of Mass. 
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Extracts from Historical Collections 
Vol 5 p 270 

In 1675 A troop of horse consisted of 60 
besides officers all well mounted and com 
pletely Armed with back, breast, head piece, buff 
coat, sword, carbine & pistols. Each of the 12 
troops then in the Colony was distinguished by 
their coats. Pay of Capt. £6. Foot Capt £4. 
private one shilling per Day. In time of 
peace the officers had an allowance for 
their expences on days of muster. 

Vol 6. p 266 Capt Lathrop was of Salem 
Vol 1. p 147. Principal Indians inhabiting New 
England By Daniel Gookin . (about 1674) 

The principal nations who inhabit within the 
confines of New England are five. 

1 Pequots seated in the most southerly bounds of N 
England (within Connecticut), The chief Sachem 
had dominion over divers petty Sagmores; 
he lived at or about N. London or Pequot 
Could [ ] 4000 warriors. 



Indian Tribes 


109 


2d. Narragansitts. Inhabited about Rhode Island Bay 
Sachem had dominion over divers petty gover 
nors, and had tribut[e] from some of the Nipmucks 
Chief seal about Narragansit Bay & Connecticut island 
[ ] could raise 5000 warriors. Now only 1000 

3 Pawkunnawhutts . East & NE of the Narragansitts 
Chief held dominion over divers petty sgamores 
including some of the Nipmucks. New Plymouth 
Colony was their Country Could raise 3000 warriors 

4 Massachusetts Inhabiting about Massachusetts 
Bay. The Sachem held dominion over the 
petty governor of 7 smaller tribes, among which 
was the Pohomtahukes Could arm 3000 now 
300. 

5. Pawtucketts N & NE of the Massachusetts. 
Dominion as far as Mass, extended. Had under 
them several Sagamores. Some on the Merrimack 
Could raise 3000—now 250. 

Sever towns of Indians were called praying 
Indians . 

Gookins work was dedicated to King Charles 
2d. and not published till 1792. See Holmes 
America Annals Vol. 1. p. 418. 
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Extracts continued 

Vol. 3 p. 208 Roger Williams Key to the Language 
of New England. 

Nokehicks : parched meal , a very wholesome 
food, eat with a little water hot or cold. Every 
Indian on his excursions carries this, in a little 
basket or otherwise (for 3 Days) 

“It is admirable to see, what paths their naked 
feet (had and) have made in the wilderness, in 
most stoney and rocky places.” 

“I have known many of them run between 4 
score or an 100 miles in a summers day 
& back within two Days. I have often been 
guided by the Indian 20, 30 year & near 40 miles 
through the woods in a straight course, out 
of any path! 

An abstract of the Laws, of New England, as they 
are now Established. Printed in London in 
1641. See Vol 3, p. 173. Historical Collection 
old Laws. Curious specimen of the 
times. 
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Mather’s Magnolia Vol. 2 p. 554 

“Deerfield has been an extraordinary instance 
in keeping their station (notwithstanding their 
exposed situation) 

“In the middle of July 1698 a little before 
sun set four Indians killed a man and a boy 
in Hatfield meadows and carried away two 
Boys into Captivity. The advance coming to 
Deerfield in the night, they people presently dis 
patched 12 men to way-lay the enemy com 
ing up the River. After a travel of near 20 
miles, they found the Indians in their canoes 
coming up the River, but on the other side 
within a rod or two of the Shore. Firing 
they mortally wounded one Indian, the other 
jumped out & one of the boys with them. The 
wounded Savage crawled to the shore. The indi 
ans attempted to kill the boys, but being again 
fired upon another was wounded and the boys 
jumpt into the canoe and came over to the 
English. Five or six then [ ] after the other 

canoe which was lodged at an island not 
far off: The two Indians secreted themselves 
in the grass and fired on the English and 
killed a young man. 
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The affair is noticed in Williams Redeemed 
Captive page 155. The lad killed was Nathaniel 
Pomroy & the two retaken Samuel Dickinson 
& — Charley. From the distance (20 miles) 
from Deerfield) it is probable this affair took 
place in Vernon, short of fort Dummer 


May 2d—1821. 

Reconnoitered the Ground where our 
people retreated after the attacks on the 
Indians at the falls May 18 th 1676 
Concluded the route was over the high 
ground between the valley north of 
Greenfield north meeting houses & 
Log-Plain Brook, crossing the present 
main road south of & near Samul Pikets and 
intersecting Green River at Nashs mills 
where Capt Turner was killed. A more 
southerly rout would have led into a 
swamp difficult for horses; and further 
north would have been almost as im 
practicable. 

The party probably crossed fall River 
near the present saw mill & over the hill 
& came upon the bank of the Indians NE 
of the falls. The horses tied on the plain 
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west of the saw mill, near the edge of the 
hill, where there are still pines as men 
tioned by Hubard . 

According to Wells account the Indians followed 
our people 10 miles on the retreat; which must 
have been as far south as Bars long-hill . 

It appears from all the accounts that our 
people crossed Deerfield River at Clessons 
swamp (probably at mouth of Sheldons Brook) 
both on their march out and on the return. 

Wells probably proceeded up the west side of 
Green River a mile or two above the country 
farms, before he discovered he was lost; 
and the mountain he mentions on his 
return down the River, was the high ground 
on the north side of Corses farm where the 
it enters the interval; the spot where Mrs 
Williams was tomahawked in 1704, which 
may be ascertained with considerable certainty 
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Corn purchased of the Indians at Pocomtuck 
Deerfield 1637. Trumbul 1-94. 

After the Pequot war there was a great 
scarcity of provision in Connecticut and 
com rose to the price of 12/ per Bushel, (stating) 

“A committee was raised sent to Pocumtock where 
they purchased such quantities, that the Indians 
came down to Windsor and Hartford with 
50 canoes at one time laden with com” 

Mr Pynchon of Springfield contracted to supply 500 
Bushel which he was to purchase of the 
Indians, and a great quantity of it could 
be procured” 


Indian Deed of Lands in Deerfield, 
the original in the town papers in Ded 
ham. 

Sachem of Pocumtucks Chauk or Chauque 
Pickcomegon River supposed Green River 
Sunsuck Hill supposed Petties plain or 
mountain west 

other 
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names given. Naycosuck, Tonolusick, Masf 1 
Masquomcosuck Ussousock . Extracted from 
the Deed at Dedham by my uncle Jonathan 
Hoit from Chauk to two gentlemen of Dedham 
Note 

This Deed, I think, must cover all the Lands 
lying north of D River and west of Green River as 
high as the northern extremity of West 
meadow, and east of the west mountain 
called I suppose Sunsuck hill . 

The Deed made to John Pynchon of 
Springfield for the use & behoof of 
Major Eleazor Lusher and Ensign 
Daniel Fisher and other English 
of Dedham their associates and 
successors. Date Feby 24 th 1665. Witnessed 
by John Pynchon and Wequanock and 
Indian, by his mark 

Pickcommeagon , must be Green-River 
Pocumtuck Deerfield River 



Journey to Saratoga 


116 


Journey 

Journal of a Tour from Deerfield 
to Saratoga Whitehall & Charlston May 31, 1821 
Thursday 31. Set out in company of Majr Phelps 
of Greenfield, each in a Gig. Passed Hoosac 
mons. Afternoon rainy an lodged at Smiths 
in Adams. No oak on the mouns excepting 
the red spruces—Indian com is sometimes 
grown. Turnpike Road very bad, no re 
pairs having been made this spring. 

Geology From the East part of Shelburne 
to the top of Mons the prevailing rock 
mica slate, attending with horn blend slate 

& argillite & chlorite slate No granit in place observed on the Mons 

a few blocks & boulders scattering about 

a few rocks in place resemble Gneiss 

At the foot of Ball mons in Shelburne 

saw detached masses of Gneiss. In [ ] 

limestone scar. Adorns a manufacturing 

place, 4 cotton & 2 woolen establishments. 

Note the rocks & top mous dip much to the 
East and are conformable. According to Geo 
logical Theories granit ought to be found 
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in place on Hoosac Mons; but I noticed none so situated. The mica 
slate is to be seen, nearly on the “highest point where the 
road passes. 

June 1—Rainy. Proceeded through Williamstown 
to Bennington and lodged at Hicks (a good house) 

Geology Geology Adams to Williamstown alluvian & few 
rocks. Near College is Lime stone a white 
marble. Pownal to Bennington Clay slate 
prevails. At one point of the Road very dark 
argillite or Bituminous shale so soft as to 
answer for Black lead pencils. 

Fall Accident Two or three miles south of 

of my^ Bennington meeting house descending a hill 
Cam [ with rapidity my horse tripped and fell 
age J flat upon side, my momentum carried 
me with my trunk over the horse and 
Landed me in the road forward of the horse without much 
injury. Supposed my carriage broke to [ ] 

but it was no ways injured, nor the takling 
after disengaging the horse. [ ] and 

found my way to and engaged a Black 
smith to shoe my horse. 

Bcnning! Lodged at Bennington. Place dressed out 
ton | in all the beauty of Nature- 



Hospital Burgoynes Camps Mr Silliman & Mr Morse 


118 


June 2 Saturday By Starks battleground, Cambridge & Union 

village proceeded to Schuylervill Cleveland tavern (across the 

ferry at Fish Creek) Found Professor 

Silliman and Mr Morse had been at 

the place taking sketches of Burgoynes 

camp, and had gone to the northward 

(on Monday last) From Bennington Rocks 

argillite and limestone same at Schuylerville 

June 3 (Sunday) [ ] Camp at Fish 

Creek. House in which Mrs Reidesel guested 

was owned by Phillip Lanson. The ar 

tiller ported above Battenkill. When 

[ ] by Mr Brishett (the pre 

sent owner) the march of Cannon 

[ ] were conspicuous, who states that 

Burgoyne passed the River below Sara 

toga falls near his house. 

At noon proceeded to Burgoyne’s Hospit 
al Camp & put up at Smiths ex 
cellent tavern where Frazer died 
and spent the afternoon in recon 
nitering the Battle ground & camp of 
Burgoyne 
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Found that Breymans work is a little 

East of the [ ] I formerly supposed. It is 

now covered with small walnuts. The 

position of the Block houses were pointed 

out by Lott Huestis who reside on 

a farm north of freemans farm owned 

by a Gentleman of New York State. The land about his 

farm very level to the great Ravine. 

Frazer must have Received his wound SW 
of John Walkers House a little south of 
the Blacksmiths shop, where there is 
an orchard. Frazers heights not so 
far West as I supposed, they are the 
same I supposed Breyman station. 

Find no remains of Burgoynes camp 
on the plain near the River hills. 

Geology Rocks belay state in many places 
decomposing. 

Note Both Battles fought in the town 
of Stillwater about Vi mile from the 
North line which appear to head Et & Wt 
Swords house must be in Saratoga 
bounds. 
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Bearing of Frazers grave from the east 
window on the south end of Smiths House S77W. 
Distant about 80 rods . 80 rods (or to the 
center of the Redoubt) The hill covered with 
a young growth of oaks, walnuts & pines. 

The ground over which Brooks marched to the 
attack of Breyman works pretty level, on 
approaching the point of Attack, A brook 
on his left, block houses on his right. 

June 4. (Monday) Examined the ground 
of Burgoyne’s camp Sept 17. at Sword 
His plan good, grounds much in the 
situation it was in 1777. A small 
house near the River where was Bur 
goynes left, inhabited by Martin , 
about a mile above Smiths. 

Called on Major Buel Mr Silli 
mans guide, States that Morgan 
command an attack on British 
left flank guard, about 70 or 

80 



Grace of an officer. Freemans Farm BueFs 

account of 
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Rods Et of Dean’s house on Freemans 

farm; but that his main attack was 

at or near Deans barn that Col Co 

bum received his mortal wound near 

Deans House that Breyman post 

is the one partly covered with saplings 

that Frazer was wound about 5 rods 

from west of the present road a 

small distance south of the Black 

smiths shop, that he was buried on 

2d hill near the river where I place his grave. 

Found the grave of an officer (suppose) 
with rough foot and headstone on 
the North side of the Road NW of Gates 
Red house. No legible inscription. 

Some humane person as written upon 
the headstone “I wish ill to the person 
who takes this away” Galliant soldier 
though unknown to me thou art 44 
years may have lost this to the world! 

This is the fate of the warrior 

At 2 P.M. left a line for Mr Silliman 

and proceeded to the springs at Saratoga 
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by the Quaker meeting-house and 
Staffords bridge. The road tolerable 
mostly over a loamy country, and in 
tersected the Schuylerville route at Shid 
mores tavern. On the route good firm 
and much cleared. Bridge poor, full 
of dangerous holes. 

At springs put up at Putnams 
Union Hall at 7 Dollars for 
week exclusive of horse. Found 
4 or 5 Boarders very few in town 
Congress Hall ornamented with trees 
& new fences. A yard enclosed south 
of the building. And bathing shop 
near Columbian Spring. 

Rocks on Route resemble a gray wacke 

but am not certain they are such 

(Dr Slade says they are such as I suppose) 
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Among the few visitants at the Springs we 

find Comodore Baron, the officer who 

has so long been smarting under the 

censure of the million . He is now on 

a visit here during the adjunct of his Court of Enquiry 

which is adjourned a short time . It 

is curious to observe the stare and admi 

ration of three quarters of mankind mem who consider 

his reputation firmly established as an offi 

cer since his duel with Decature. Very 

few of these now condemn his conduct 

and indeed he seems to be rising in the esti 

mation of the public. I form no opinion 

of his merits as a naval commander, 

but his reputation (as an officer) has not 

risen in my view by the late tragical 

event f—j I have never doubted his firmness 

The only question is whether he possesses pru 

dence and will fight when circumstances 

require it or and when duty impels. 

Duelling is not a action proof that a man possesses 
that cool courage and self possession 
necessary for an officer. Many placed in 

conspicuous 
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conspicuous situations places will risque themselves in 

single combat when reputation is working 

in the public estimation; perhaps from re 

gard to their particular friends and connections 

but does this evince true courage ? Does this 

demonstate that he will fight in the 

service of his country when by avoiding 

it he can escape censure. This I trust was 

not the courage of Washington, and many 

other worthies of the Revolution. 

So long as the public sentiment re 
mains as it is, respecting dueling, I con 
sider military officers most unhappily 
situated. They may enter the service 
from the purest motives of duty to their 
Country; may by a long course of stu 
dey of service qualify themselves for an 
honorable discharge of duty and always 
ready to expose themselves when duty 
calls—And oh fatal and honed error! 
if a mortified brother officer to establish 
his reputation insists on a duel 

it 
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must take place, and missing must follow 
on the part of the unfortunate combatant 
Will mankind ever reason more correctly? 

It is feared they will not! 

Tuesday June 5 th Met with Dr Steel 
and found him the same boon companion 
u as when I last saw him Procured the 

loan of Schoolcrafts Narrative of the 
Expedition last year under Gov. Cass 
an 8 vo of 419 pages map an views (3 Dol) 
The gentleman (self taught) is an inhabitant 
of Vernon in the state of New York an emmi 
nent Mineralogist & Geologist in which ca 
pacity he was attached to the Expedition. 

The Book is well written, the map & views 
handsome and the printing done at Albany, 
in a hands superior style. To all interested in 
the geography and Geology of our Country 
it must afford a rich treat. 
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Wednesday June 6- Accompanied by 
Commodor Barron Dr Steel & Maj Phelps 
spent the day in fishing at Rileys towards 
the south part of Saratoga Lake. A boat, 
implements and a negro lad were at 
our service. We caught but few fish 
but were [ ] with the fine views 

on the borders of the Lake. Handsome 
farms presented themselves in all directions 
and the land tho light is of a pretty 
good quality. A promontory presenting 
the appearance of the a segment of a sphere 
rises 200 feet on the SE part of the lake, called 
snake hill. According to Dr Steel the 
formation is singular; the west side pre 
sents strata nearly perpendicular, but 
the base extending East is bent at right angles 
showing evidently that some force has 
been exerted from beneath and produced 
the appearance. See sketch 
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We find the Commodore a tolerably sociable 
and a gentleman, appears to be acquainted 
with many parts of Europe particularly the 
northerly quarter. Is of the common stature 
about 52 years old and born in Hampton 
in Virginia. Says he has spent most 
of his life at sea and that before his 
visit to the springs never was 100 miles 
from the coast of the U State. A little 
out of health appeared charmed with 
the scenery on the shore of the lake. Smiled 
at the notions our people entertained of 
the supreme stature of our armed vessels 
over those of the British. I think some of our 

heavy ships i- \ defective and unfit 

as two their [ ] for sea. And noted the 

fine construction of English ships by Mr 
Snodgrass the famous Naval architect. 

Thursday June 7. Swigging the 
waters conversing with our fellow 
Borders two Mr Shermans 
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and Revd Mr Aikin of Utica and 
reading the Travels of Schoolcraft 
which I completed. The author corrobo 
rates many of Carvers relations and speaks 
of him with respect. 

Visitants now begin to flock to the 
place; five or six have been this day 
added to Mr Putnams family, people 
who appear respectable; as the hot 
weather increases probably they will 
increase. Preparations are making, by 
rep[air]ing buildings embellishing door yards 
&c. for a large number of visitants & 
probably they will be as numer 
ous or more so than last season 
Messers Shermans this Day visited Balls 
ton spa and report that it is desti 
tute of visitors; and that the new 
spring is deteriorated and attempts are 

making 
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to repair it. Unless this spring can 

be kept good Ballston must decline 

and, except by men of pleasure, be deserted. 

As our company increased Putnams 

table and attention seems to improve 

At first I was not altogether pleased 

but I now believe the house may be called 

good. 

Friday June 8—Among the people who 
joined us yesterday is Judge Brawe, wife 
grand daughter and Mrs Watson, they ap 
pear very respectable. The Judge has been 
much employed in the state of Connecticut 
a member of Congress and a federalist. 
Afternoon rode out westerly of the Village 
fine farms ef Rocks Limestone and 
blocks of Grass appear in rolled masses 
with some granite. 

Among the houses in this village that of 
Judge Walton in the northerly part of 
the main street claims the first place for 
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beauty. It is situated in the midst of young 
white pines carefully trimmed and has a 
most rural appeal. In front on the 
opposite side of the street is a thick 
grove of the same trees nicely trimmed to 
admit a fair passage for people. 

I am solicited by G.M. Davison of Sara 

toga to make another visit in August & 

make a visit to go over the Battle grounds. Am to 

write him and say whether I can at 

tend at the time: And are to complete 

a plan of the actions and give a com 

plete and minute description of the move 

ments. He offers engages to engage [ -} engage with me 

in the publication of the plan and descrip 
of the action. A good Engraver (Rawdon 
of Albany) will probably undertake/Execute the 
plan or plans. I think two will be 
necessary to exhibit the various positions. 
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Found at Davisons Memoir of an 
American Lady 1 Vol 12 mo. Says the 
42d Regiment at Ti was commanded by 
Colonel Gordon Grayham . General 
Charles Lee at the Battle & wounded 

Saturday June 9. Rainy mom prevented 
our leaving the springs and we waited till 
afternoon intending then to start; but 
a thunder shower arose and prevented us. 

No addition to family this Day. Judge 
Brawe and Mr Aikin have introduced 
strict order and the usual ceremonies are 
closely attended to but some of our corps 
are a little inattentive. 

Time now begins to hang a little heavy 
on some. My resources have been in Books 
from Davidsons reading room, others play 
at billards. Commodore Barron is seems 
a considerable adept. The game enjoyed 
the attention of the players, but re 
quires more of the mechanical than calculating 

feat. 
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Geology of the Country about the springs 
Limestone in which is embedded chert re 
sembling flint (to the eye) Soil sandy timber 
white and pitch pine. 

Sunday June 10 th Fair and pleasant 
In the garden of Mr Putnam is a Sun 
Dial on which is marked the Lat 42°. 5 0’ 
Suppose for the place. The plate Clay Slate 
fashioned to a the post by screws through perfo 
rations. The style is copper and fired by 
pully & rivets. 

In forenoon attended a Sermon by Mr 
Aikin. Proposition that he that offends 
in one point is guilty or offends in 
all. This he admitted would not hold 
good in human Law; but the Laws 
of God are different; they are so 
harmoniously linked together that on 
infringed all were infringed. That be 
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cause a man obhored stealing it did not 
follow that he would be guilty [ ] of occasion re 

quired, it. [ - ] other things protected. 

Nay that he would without a supreme love 

to God which only one possesses. This presupposes hereditay deprav 

ity and that we are materially inclined to 

sin. This being admitted, and as all have 

affended in one point, and consequently 

guilty of ad nothing we can do well 

expiate the crime, and that the only 

remedy is the vicarious righteousness of our 

Savior. If the doctrine of Election 

and reprobation be added to this the 

climax of absurdity is completed. And 

all is [ ] into the sovereignty of Deity. 

Show me the scheme in the Bible and 
I am at once confirmed in the belief that 
all is a farce. The delivery, the method 
and arrangement of the discourse was 
ingenious; and with a more constant 
scheme I think Mr Aikin capable of 



Mr Griswold 
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French calculated for a useful preach 
er. Among thinking men he certainly 
could promote deism. 

Mr Aikins system is that of 

This I understand is the system the western 

part of New York. No wonder then 

that what is called religion is so little regarded ex 

cepting by the uninformed and enthusiastic. 

Mr Griswold preached in the afternoon 
a pretty good practical Sermon spoke with 
force and his Language handsome. Is 
a Calvinst. 
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Took tea with Commodore Barron 
at Doctr Porter. Found a Mrs Chamber 
lain the Daughter of James Upham 
who desired to be mentioned to her grandma 
ther. Mrs Porter informs that Revd. Mr 
M Donald is dead- 

Monday June 10—Left the spring, Dined 
at [ ] Glens falls. Visited Fannys 

Grave and passed to Caldwell & put 
up at [ ] found many old friends 



Route to Whitehall Judge Woolworth 
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Found the Court (Supreme) sitting Judge 
Woolworth presided, appeared respectful 
and intelligent. The order of management 
differs much from our Courts. Quakers 
were permitted to wear their hats. On Jury 
in swearing the jury 3 modes were practiced 
affinity-swearing on the Bible and the com 
mon method Constables attended with 
wands or rather shclalas- Sherriff in 
the seat with the Clerk & without 
any mark of Distinction. 

Tuesday June 11 

At 11 oclock set out for Whitehall 
Dined at Fort Ann—viewed the Locks 
Rafts passing. Want of water. 

Passed Battle hill and over a very 
bad road to Wiswells at Whitehall a 
handsome tavern on the outside of the 
Lake lock Rocks Gneiss curiously shafted 
The Road generally near the creek and a 
high range of Mous west & high [ ] Et 

Country settled as good farms appear 


Note Course from [ ] tavern fort Wm Henry 

south part of French mous South 
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On the high ground west opposite the 
falls at Whitehall is a block house and 
a high hill opposite of curiously 
stratified Gneiss Rock 

Just as we arrived a sloop of a 

good size sailed for St Johns. She 

grounded but soon got off. The Mast of one 

Lake flotilla seen in East Bay over woods. 

Wednesday June 12. Hired a man & canoe 

to carry us to the mouth of south Bay 

Passed the the vessels captured by MDonaugh 

on several of his own fleet. They are mostly 

under water in and about the mouth of 

Poultney River on Et Bay. The Saratoga has a few 

hands to attend to the vessels. On board we 

found an Irish sailor only who was in 

handcuffs for being drunk as he says 

He begged for a little whisky 

At the mouth of South Bay is a farm on 

the Vermont side owned by Phippennce 

who resided on the place since the war 

He said he had bad news “The damned Wolves 

last 
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night killed 9 of his lambs.” Took a sketch of 
South Bay from his house, on our return took 
a survey of the Channel to Whitehall as follows 
Begin at mouth of Bay there S 40E Vi mile to 
the end of a low island on the left. Right a 
morass Left a high Rocky Bank Thence 
S 40 E 1 mile to mouth of Poultney River. Rocky 
left; morass right (to Putnams Rock, 40 Rods 
from mouth of Poultney River). Rock spring 
on left below Putnams Rock 

Course up Poultney River S 55 E 80 Rods to 
upper ship 

Course up Channel West to ship Confidence 
At the foot of the Rapids at Whitehall a morass 
on both sides; but Et soon rises into a bluff 
Rock forming a head of Island in the Et Morass 
On the left the morass extends to Putnams 
Rock, this is not high and extends about 
38 rods, with a Gorge in the middle. The opposite 
Bank is a high and almost perpendicular 
North peaceful; in the recess of this a Sword gun 
Bones of a man have been found say Phippence 
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Have you the sword’ No I made a good 
Butcher knife of itJ Soon afternoon Steam 
Boat Congress, arrived from St Johns to sail 
at 5 oclock in morning. Would carry us with 
horses & carriages to Ti for 7 Vi Dollars each 
At 4 oclock took the Road to Castleton & 
put up at Moultons after passing 
a plea[s]ant village in Fair Haven. Roads after 
rising the hills excellent. Castleton a hand 
some village good houses, Street Et & west. 

10 miles west of Rutland and 7 south of 
Hubbardton (14 miles from Whitehall) 

Our Landlord says we must follow 
the Boston Road to Cavindish, thence to 
Walpole or turn left to Norwich. A fort 
stood in the town in the revolutionary war 


ia fish is found in Lake Champlain called 
a sheeps head, they which produce a singular 
noise, something like the groan of a 
man in distress. Passing Putnams Rock 
says Phippenny with a fellow in a 

canoe 
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Thursday June 14 Rainy. Rode 10 miles 
to Reeds Hotel Rutland. Road very good, fine 
farms between the elevated mountains (on all sides) 
of us) The road passes through a Gorge of the 
mountains and is tolerably level; the soil 
a light loam and gravel: On the route pass 
Otter Creek at a handsome cataract & mills 
Rutland a handsome village meeting house & 

Court house. Street in direction of meridian 

about a mile. Some handsome houses. Here resided the 

Historian of Vermont Dr Sami Williams 

lately deceased. Street handsomely orna 

mented with Lombardys. 

At Rutland Wt Parish near the road 
Vi mile west of Gales Tavern is a monument 
commemorative of the Death of — Ransom 
killed on the spot by a fall from a 
wagon in 1818. (with inscriptions) 


the nose of the fish was noticed & the fellow 
eagerly enquired what it was, They are the ghosts of the 
Indian said P., who were killed here by Putnam 
Allarmed at the circumstance the fellow cried 
out Set me ashore! Set me ashore! 
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Meridian Rain continues & the high peaks of 
the mountains east are caped with fog. 

But as we are in tolerable quarters we re 
main at ease. About 7 miles from the place 
a camp meeting convenes of Methodists is convened 
they are to remain in their brush huts 
notwithstanding the inclemency of the weather 
Is this religion? When will people think 
more correctly. Certainly when better in 
formed Is so our country may be said to be 
in a higher state of improvement, for we have 
none of these meetings. 

Rain continued slowed over night, in 
Company with a Gentleman & several 
Ladies of intelligence. Rutland encircled 
by hills (Elliptical.) 

Friday June 15. Sat out before break 

fast. Break fast at Finneys at Shrewsbury (9 miles) took 

a sketch of [ ] Mouts (see paper) 

Proceeded to mount Holley through [ ] of 

[ ] Fudlow to [ ] Cavendish 

around at Noon. Geology. Gneiss Rocks 
replace & [ ] masses of Chlorite slate 

Some granite in [ ] masses. At 

Fudlow [ ] Black River entering 
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Connecticut opposite to Charleston. Rock with 
ca slate dipping to Et. A mass of Rocks in 
Ludlow perhaps Blue granit. The road from 
Rutland to Cavendish passes through Gorges 
of Mountain & is not steep. Is an excellent 
passage over the ridge of Green mountains 
Black River the stream marked by Col. 

Hawks on his passage to Canada. From 
Rutland to Cavendish 25 miles= half 
distance to Walpole. In Ludlow 
a mountain called Hawks Lon. 

Distance to Charleton 17 mile & good road. 
Passing over the height of [ ] Mons Holley 

some elevated hills appear on right and left 
Fir trees appear along the Road. At 2 
Gates on the Route pay 3 cents each. 


Note. At Rutland we leave the Otter Creek 
and pass up Mill River coming from 
the SE. down which was the route from 
Black River to Otter Creek. Mrs John 
son was said to have [ ] on this 

Route to have been delivered of her child 
100 rods north of Jeumeys Tavern 



142 


From Cavendish proceeded southerly through 
the Gap a deep and narrow defile of con 
siderable extent. The hills on the right & 
left lower to a prodigious height, probably 
on the left. 200 feet. Rocks piled on Rock 
present the appearance of Gneiss & Mica 
slate. Passed Springfield village on Black 
River where are handsome falls & mills 
Thence 5 miles brought in to the banks 
of Connecticut at Cheshire Bridge (“Thy bank 
& thy stream shall be dear to me ever” 1 ) 
Charleston Village spreads from Bridge very 
handsome street, houses elegant. Stevens fort 
stood in the present street (according to inform 
ation) high grounds from distance 
Proceeded to Bellows falls put up at [ ] 

west side. Charleston meadow extends 
several miles down the River and ap 
pears fertile. The left of our road most 
of the way to B falls [ ] by a high 

rocky hill exhibiting the complexion of 


1 “Thy banks’ purest stream shall be dear to me ever” from John Tait’s The Banks of the Dee. 
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[ ] [ ]. Here is an Episcopal 

Church Book store, printing office & 2 taverns 
A handsome house stands on the left Bank 
opposite the Bridge. In viewing the falls 

1 notice nothing sublime nor beautiful; their 
principal attraction arise from their wildness 
and irregularity. The rocks be in great 
confusion but produce no perpendicular 
fall. A good view is still wanting; a de 
scription, however partial, without a 

a drawing is of little value. At the falls 
resides Thom G Fessendon author of several 
humerous & other works, well known to the 
literary world, with whom I had a short in 
terview. 

Saturday June 16 To Walpole to Breakfast 
4 miles a good tavern. On the route a nar 
row interval & high grounds cast similar to 
the route from Charleston. Place built on 

2 streets Some handsome houses and a few 

stores. Some rather on the decay. Village sit 
uated north ([ ]) of a considerable elevation 

on which are some handsome seats. Good 
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pastures back.—Passed over a bridge to 
Westminster. A decent village on one street 
considerably elevated above adjoining meadows 
Thence to Putney, a scattered or broken town, 
through Dummerston to Brattleboro and dined. 
The road from Westminster to Dummerston pass 
many deep ravines, near the [ ] 

into narrow meadows, and the hills are very 
[ ] Predominent Rocks in Putney & 

Dummerston argillite with many veins of 
Quarts and feldspar. Visited the slate 

quarry in the latter [ -} a mass of [ ] per 

pendicular to the horizon. A considerable 
excavation made. Passed west River at the 
mouth over a Bridge out of repair A 
new one about to be built. Good meadow 
on its Banks. Arrived at Deerfield after 
sun set 43 miles. 
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Rate of Steam Boat passage viz 
From Whitehall to St Johns in Canada $9.00 
Do to Ticonderoga (25 miles) 2.00 
Do to Crown Point (37 miles) 3.00 

Do to Vergennes 3.50 

Do to Burlington 5.00 

Boats Phoenix & Congress The latter car 

ries loading, and takes houses & carriages 
if requested to unload at Wharf 

Roads . On the Hudson and about Lakes 
George and Champlain the roads were in 
tolerable and it was with difficulty we 
could pass with our carriages upon a walk 
No repairs have been made the season 
After passing into Vermont we found them 
in general in excellent order, and the Route 
from Castleton through Rutland Shrewsbury 
Mount Holley Ludow & Spring Cavendish 
& Springfield to Charleston the best 
place I ever saw to cross the mountains 
between the Hudson & Connecticut. 
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Movements of Americans & British Armies 
according to Wilkinson. 

June 30 1777 Enemy made first appear 
ance and a corps debarked at a point 
on west side of Lake three miles from 
Ticonderoga. page 181 
July 1. British army moved up from 
Crown point the British landed on west 
& Germans on East side Lake 
2d British took possession of mount hope 
and also an eminence 1000 yard in front 
of old French lines , which had been repaired 
and improved and constituted our ad 
vanced works, p 182. 

5. Enemy appeared on Mount defiance and 
fired at a vessel that lay in the Strait. 

Americans evacuate Ti in the night of 5 th 

6. Burgoyne followed American to Schenesboro 

6 destroyed flotilla. 

7 Attack on Warner & Francis at Hubbardton 
American loss not exceeding 200 K W & miss. Enemy 
reported at 222. page 188 
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St Clar retreated through Pawlet, Manchester & 

Bennington & struck Hudson at Battenkill and joined 
Schuyler at fort Edward 12 July 

13 Americans reoccupied Fort Ann. 

20 Do force at fort Edward by Return 6359 in 
whole. 23 Miss. MCrea murdered. 

22. Americans retreated to Moses Creek, 4 miles 
below fort Edward 

30 They retreated to Saratoga Burgoyne reached fort Edward 

the day before page 203 

August 

2. American army reached Saratoga Still 
water & began to intrench on the 4 th 

3. St Leger invests fort Stanwix August 3d and 
Herkimer surprised August 6. 

11. Learned Brigade detached to fort Stanwix and 
Arnold took command of the troops 13 th 

14 American leave Stillwater for Van Schaicks Island 
& took post there the 18 th p. 207 

19 Gates arrived & took command in room of 
Schuyler (at evening) 
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August 

16. Starks victory at Bennington 16 See Letter 
page 209. Wilkinson Memoirs 
23d. Morgan joins army 
Sept 

8 American about 6000 marched for Still 
water and arrived next day 
12 Took possession of Bemus Heights, p 232 
Dovecote 2 miles from Saratoga 

Note movements of Burgoyne 15 th to 18 th not ex 
actly correct, as given by Wilkinson. 

Convention signed 16 October. 

Evacuation of Fort Stanwix time not mentioned, 
must have been about the time of Bennington 
Battle (16 August) 

Stark joined Gates (Camp) 18 Sept. 

Same day Col Brown sweep at Ti 
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Information from William Christie one of 
General Frazers light infantry in Bale words Corps 
of Burgoynes army- was in the action at Hub 
bardton. In a little skirmish between Schenesboro 
and fort An clearing the road, received a slight 
wound. Relates the attack at Freemans farm 
on the British picket at a small house, as 
I have it. and also Frazers march to the 
heights describes the position of the heights 
on the right of the British line in battle 
of 7 th . and the progress of the action. When 
Frazer fell back to support Acland and 
the left wing in a 2d line Frazer who had 
dismounted his horse received a shot through the 
body he thinks sideways in the lower part; 
being near him he enquired “Sir are you 
wounded? holding his hands on his die 
he replied, “ No I am you say nothing of 
a wound . This happened nearly behind 
the left wing of the British line. The wood 
through which they passed on meeting from the 
right, was rather open, a few scattering 
trees. Breyman position he describes cor 
rectly. On the 19 th [ ] [ ] little engaged 



I have it in contemplation to write the 
Life & surprising adventures of this gallant 
officer, if I can procure a few more documents. 
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Major Robert Rogers 
Received his early Education in a fron 
tier town in the province of New Hamp 
Educa~l shire where he could hardly avoid 
tion J obtaining some knowledge of the manners, 
customs and language of the Indians, as 
many of them resided in the neighborhood 
and dayly conversed with the English Indians 
Between the years 1743 and 1755 his man 
ner of life was such as led him to general 
acquaintance both with the British & 

French settlements in N. America and es 
pecially with the uncultivated [ ] 
the mountains, valleys, rivers, lakes 
and several passages that lay between 
and contiguous to the said settlements. 

Nor did he content himself with the 
accounts he received from the Indi 
ans, or the information of hunters, 
but traveled over large tracts of the 

country 



+ The place is doubtful 
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himself; which tended not more to gratify 
curiosity than to inure him to hardships. And 
hardships enough he was destined to indure 
Monthly Review 1766 p 80 
My information of the Major is that he was bom 

at Londonary in the Province of New Hampshire Methuen in Massachusetts 

In 1755, was a subaltern in Blanchards N Hamp 

shire regiment, which was stationed a con 

siderable time at Fort Edward in 1755 that (he was 

in the detachment under Capt MGinness & 

Folsome which attacked Dieskaus army, at 
French mountain, after its defeat at Fake 
George the same day (doubtful). After this affair he 
joined Johnson at the Fake, and was fre 
quently sent at the head of reconnoitering par 
ties down the Fake and by land. That 
in the subsequent winter he was appointed 
to command a partizan Corps which 
continued on & once through the war and 
he rose to the rank of Major, and was 
engaged in various and daring exploits 
against the enemy, which he conducted 
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skill and bravery. (Particulars in his journal) 
After the war he went to England and 
there published “a concise account of 
N America” embracing a great variety of 
information, in an 8 vo vol The work 
was well spoken of by the Reviewers. 

“To the brave, active, judicious officer (say they) 
it is that the public are obliged for the 
most satisfactory account, we have ever been 
favored with, of the interior parts of that 
immense continent, which victory hath 
so lately added to the British Empire” 

Not long after the publishing ef his Journal 
containing an account of the several Excur 
sions he made, under the Generals who 
commanded on the continent of America, dur 
ing the late War. From which may 
be collected the most material circumstances 
of every Campaign on that Continent from 
the Commencement to the conclusion of the 
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war. 1 Vol 8 vo (Part 1 st ) It commenced in 1755 
and terminated in 1760. The 2d part was to be printed 
by subscription, and to contain his travels among 
the Cherokees and the southern Indians; and his 
second tour into the interior of the Country upon 
the great Lakes with and the Indian war in America 
in 1760. Whether the 2d part was ever published 
does not appear. The journal was well received 
and the Reviewers say/observe his/the accounts may be 
depended upon by the public; they are un 
doubtedly as authentic as they are important 
and necessary to those who would acquire 
a thorough understanding of the nature 
and progress of the late military operations 
in N America. The author writes like an hon 
est, a sensible and modest man’ and he has 
given throughout his whole conduct, un 
doubted proofs that he is a brave and 
skillful officer” 

Flattered probably with the success of his 
two works the Major employed his pen on 
a different subject. This was a “A Tragedy 
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entitled Ponteach ; or the Savages of America 
8 vo. (2/6) Here the Reviewers were con 
pelled to with refer their praise which 
they had formerly bestowed on his pro 
ductions; and they pronounced it one 
of the most absurd productions of the 
kind they had seen. “It is a great pity 
(say they) that so brave and judicious an 
officer should thus run the hazard of 
exposing himself to ridicule, by an un 
successful attempt to entwine the poets 
bays with the soldiers laurel.” His 
journal and account of our western 
acquisitions, were not foreign to his 
profession and opportunities; but 
in turning bard, and writing a tragedy 
he makes just as good a figure as 
would a Grubstreet rhymester at the 
head of our author corps of N American 
Rangers.” By his account of N America 

it 
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Sent' 
to De 
troit 


In the ' 
British 
Army 
in 1775 


it appears the Major in 1760 led a detachment 
into the Country of Detroit, the first ever sent 
there by the English, where he became acquainted 
with Pontiak the chief and Lord of the Country, 
who possessed the greatest authority of any In 
dian chief that has appeared on the Continent 
In 1763 the Major was sent again to Detroit 
to relieve the Governor at that place then 
in danger from the Indians, formed into 
a confederacy, under Pontiac. 

At the commenc[em]ent of the war of our Revolu 
tion Major Rodgers is found in the British 
Army at N York, at the head of a corps of 
Royalists, raised I believe in the adjacent 
country: but his services do not appear 
to have been equally brilliant with those 
of the war of 1755. And he seems to have 
soon sunk left into oblivion. 


(Above are [ ] for a short Biogra 

phy of Rogers) 

The journal was wrote as he declares “not with silence and leisure 
but in deserts, or rocks and mountains, amidst the hurries, disorders 
and noise of war, and under that depression of spirits, which is the nat 
eral consequence of exhaustions fatigue. 
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From Memoirs of the Duke of Berwick 2 Vol 
8 vo. 

1703 Marshal Villeroy’s army had fortified a 

a camp at Arschot with strong lines. It afterwards 
moved forward and encamped at S. Job about 
a league from Arschot, the county between 
July level. The 23d the Duke of Marlborough and all 

the general affairs advanced to reconnoiter the 
French army. Villeroys officers advised him to re 
tire to his lines, and pressed him not to defer 
Vol. FI at longer than night, that he might then with 
page Ip8 two great preparation; a manoeuvre (says 
the Duke) which is always dangerous 
and attended with some degree of dis 
grace . The next day the army retired 
to Archot. Marlborough then declined the 
attack: Did not Gates deviate from 
the caution, of the Duke of Berwick, when he 
left his lines at Bemus heights, and attached 
Burgoyne on the 7 th of October 1777? 
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Phillips War, from Hubbards Indian Wars 
1 st Attack on Swansry 2 June 25 1675. 

1675 Phillip enclosed on Pocasset Neck , and escapes 
across an arm of the Sea and to the Nipmuc 
country. Pursued by Capt Henchman 
Capt Mosely ordered to Quabaog or Brookfield 
where he continued some time with other captains 
sent for the relief of the People. A man his wife 
& 2 daughters killed August 22d. A keeper of shop 
shot at at Marlboro, (page 95) 

Capt Mosely sent to Hadley and adjacent 
Towns, (p 96) 

Capt Wheeler sent to assist Capt Hutchinson 
at Brookfield not far from the chief seat 
of the Nipmut Indians. Ambuscaded (p. 98, 99) 
major Willard comes to the relief of Brookfield 
(p 100) and pushes on to Hadley & returns back 
Capt Lathrop sent to Brookfield (103) 

Indians returned and joined Pocumtucks indi 
ans. (Deerfield Swanscott & Sqeakeag) where 
some plantations of English had begun, which 
were assailed (104) Major Pynchon, Capt Wells 


2 He means Swansea 
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1675 


Hubbard 
Indian 
Wars 
Dates ^ 


from Springfield & Hartford marched to Brook 
field the same day Capt Lathrop & Beers came 
up from Mass. (104) 

The indians were driven more westward into 

the woods between Hadley & Squak head, Mohigans 

came from Hartford 

Hadley Indians flee and are overtaken at 
Sugar Loaf by Lathrop & Beers. (106) About 
3 days after fell upon Squakeag & killed [ ] 10 

people (107) 

Next day Capt Beers marched from Hadley 
& was cut off near Northfield (107) 

Northamton & Hatfield garrisoned and 
Lathrop cut off at Muddy Brook (108) Sept 
18 th appear at Deerfield (111) 

Springfield destroyed (115) 

Capt Appleton commands at and about 
Hadley (116) 

Hatfield attacked 19 th October (116, 117) 

Seven or eight inhabitants attacked at North 

ampton (118) & 4 o[r] 5 houses burned 119—Soon after 

killed 3 of the same town (119) Six or seven 

soon after killed from Springfield going to Westfield mill 

(119) 
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Affair at Pappachaug (120, 121) 

1676 Attack the Pathoadoes fort at Northampton (122) 

Killed a man and burnt a house at Springfield 
(123) 

(1675) The combined forces of Mass Plymouth and Connecticut 
march into the Narraganset County and destroy many 
Indian places and afterwards attack the main fort 
in a swamp and carry it with the considerable loss 
Deer 1675 page 129 et. seg. to 139 

1676 Lancaster attacked and burned July 10 th 1676 

(p 145) Friday after attacked Medford (147-149) 

The war continued with great severity in and 
about Plymouth colony & Naraganset County for 
part of 1676. 

Groton assailed March 2 & 19 th and some adjacent 
towns (172) 

March the Indians fell upon Northampton 
broke through the palisades & burnt several 
houses, but were repulsed. 

Not long after ambuscade a party of inhab 

itants at Long meadow 180 

Capt Wadsworth Brockleburke & party 

cut off at Sudbury 185 

Mohawks attack Phillips Indians 189 204 
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1676 Beginning of April people attacked at Hockamen 

(195) 

The enemy who had tarried some time about 
Watchusett hills took port at Gill falls on 
the Con. for the purpose of fishing (May 18 th ) 196 
Attack on Hatfield May 30 th bum buildings 
but are driven off. (200) 

A 2d Expedition sent up from Hadley as high 
as Gill falls June 1676 found no enemy (200) 

In various reconnoitering affords Capt Henchman 
killed and took about 84 of the enemy (204) 
Hadley attacked by 700 enemy at 5 or 6 
in the morning. But 500 english and Mohe 
gans drive them off (208) June 12 th 
August Phillip killed in a swamp at 
mount hope by Captain Church (225) 

1676 12 th After Phillips death the River Indians 
fled to the westward & resided in different 
places. The war eased in the southerly but 
continued in the NE quarter of New England 
Some Indians probably went to Canada and 
joined the Indians within the limits of Canada 
1688 War with France King Wm War 
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Miss Jane MCrea’s remains 
By an account from the Sandy Hill Paper 
It is announced (April 19 1822) that the remains 
of Miss Jane MCrea were disinterred by the 
young Gentlemen of Fort Edward and its vicinity 
and interred in the public cemetery (suppose 
at that place) Altho 45 years have elapsed since 
the remains of this unfortunate girl were com 
mitted to her mother earth yet but few of the 
bones were decomposed; and the traces of the 
fatal tomahawk in the skull were still visible 
The remains were buryed with considerable 
ceremony. See Greenfield paper May 7 1822 
The place where her remains were found is 
not mentioned; but it is known that they were 
buried on the east side of the road from fort 
Edward to Fort miller on the north side of a 
creek a little north of Emmons Block house 
tavern about three miles below north of Fort 
Edward- Emmons pointed out 
the spot to me on the north side of 
a creek. 



Fort Dummer 
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Extracts from a Letter from Governor Shirley 
to the Board of Trade Respecting Fort Dummer 
Boston Nov. 3, 1748 

I find when examining the Records of the Province 
that this fort (Dummer) was built about the 
year 1723 in time of war with the Indians: that 
in 1726 Lt Gov Dummer made peace with 
them, and agreed to supply them with [ ] 

[ ] and take furrs in exchange: that several 

forts in the eastern parts were pitched upon 
a place for carrying on this truck trade; 
and fort Dummer being the only fort 
at the westward was thought convenient 
for it in that part of the province. 

When the present war broke out, there 
were several thriving settlements near this 
fort, and no other fortification of any sort 
beyond it, for which reason I engaged the 
assembly of this province to continue to sup 
port a garrison and they agreed to it. The 
inhabitants of a new township on Con. 

River 40 miles beyond this fort, afterwards 
built at their own charge a very good 
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and large fort of square timber, known by the 
name of No 4, which has several times been attacked 
by great bodies of the enemy, and very bravely 
defended. There were also built afterwards sev 
eral small forts, in and near the river, between 
this and No 4, and fort Dummer, at the 
charge of this province. 

I endeavored to prevail on the assembly to keep gar 
risen garrisons in all these forts, but they refused 
and some of them were burnt by the enemy; and 
for several months fort Dummer was the fur 
thermost fort on that frontier which had a gar 
rison in it, until I ordered a party of the 
[ ] raised for the Canada expedition to pos 

sess themselves of No 4, to prevent it from being 
burnt or taken possession of by the enemy; and 
it happened fortunately that the soldiers arrived 
just time enough to save it, from the enemy 
who presently after attacked it in a large 
body; and a garrison has been kept there 
in pay of the province ever since. Now though 
there be no settlements between No 4 and fort 
Dummer yet I have always thought it necessary 
both should be supported. 

None of the forts upon the inland frontier are 
capable of resisting an enemy furnished with 
cannon; but yet fort Dummer with a suitable 
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garrison would never be in danger from any 

bodies of French and Indians who came on 

our frontiers, as they need bring artillery. As to artillery 

with which this fort has been furnished, there 

were 4 patoraroes mounted before the war, 

and since the commencement of that, it has 

two swivel guns & 2 four pounders. 

Fort Dummer is but a few miles beyond 
a town called Northfield, part of which by 
the new line was taken from this province 
and goes to N Hampshire 
N Hampshire refuses to support the fort &c. 

Historical Collection 3 Vol 107. 


Extracts & Notes from President Dwights 
Travels 

Vol 3. page 347 et seq. Bloody pond a small distance 
from the road on the east side, somewhat 
more as I could judge than 3 miles south of 
fort George. It received its name from the fact 
that the French threw their slain into it, after 
the engagement with Col Williams party. 

We also marked the rill, called Rocky 
Brook , where the battle began. Rocky 
Brook at four mile Brook, crosses the road 
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Fractious~l 

GeologyJ~ 


about 4 miles South of Lake George, near where 
the rocky ground terminates 
Page 351 Lake George probably formed at the 
Deluge, by the sinking of the exterior convex 
of the Earth in the manner so ably illustrated, 
and as I think completely proved by John 
Whitehurst Esqr. T.R.S. and Phillip Howard 
Esqr. in his History of the Globe and indicated 
by Moses in the expression “The fountains of 
the great deep were broken up.” Various 
' ] mentions “evinced this fact 

so strongly, as to leave in my mind not a 
serious doubt.” 

(A better acquaintance with modem 
Geology, would have taught the Dr 
the fallacy of his conclusion) 


Rogers! Page 357 Roger’s Rock derived its name from 
Rock J the fact of an attack on it by a body of Indians 
Rogers escaped down a narrow and steep 
valley at the south end of the rock, 30 or 40 
rods from the precipice which abuts upon 
the Lake. The Indians supposed him to 
have fallen down the precipice and 
therefore gave over the pursuit. He made 
his escape on the Ice to a garrison kept at 
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a little distance on Friends point (not true) 

Col. Cochrane then young, and an officer 
in Rogers corps made his escape in the same 
way, together with several other officers 
The Dr speaks disrespectfully of Rogers “who 
with little merit, acquired by his activity a 
considerable reputation.” At the rock “ac 
cording to his usual fortune, lost a great 
part of his men.” 

Page 363. Col. Williams met the enemy at Rocky 
Brook 4 miles from Lake George. Dieskau had 
been informed of his approach by his scouts; 
and arranged his men in the best possible 
order to receive them; extending his line on 
both each side of the road in the form of a half 
moon. Johnson did not begin to raise his 
breast work until after Williams had 
marched: nor, as a manuscript account of 
this transaction, now before me, declares 
until after the rencounter between Williams 
and the enemy had begun. 

Williams marched his men directly into 
the hollow of the half moon, this will 
be explained by the fact that the whole 

country 
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country was a deep forest. When the enemy 
saw them completely within his power; he opened 
a fire of musketry on the front and on both 
flanks of the English at the same moment. 

The English fell in heaps; and at the head of 
them their gallant commander. Hendrick also 
Hend I was mortally wounded fighting with enviable 

rick [ courage in front of his people. He was shot 
in the back: a fact which filled him with 
disdain and anguish; as he thought that 
he should be believed to have bled from 
the enemy. The truth was; the horns of the 
half moon were so far advanced, that they 
in a great measure enclosed the van of the 
English and fired from them in the rear. 

From the fire Hendrick received the wound, 
which terminated his life.” Lt Col. Cole with 
300 detached to support the retreating corps. 

P. 365. About Vi after 12 oclock the enemy appeared 
in sight, marking up the road in the last 
Dieskaul order towards the center of the English. When 
attack | they came in front to the bottom of an open valley 
directly in front of the elevation- on which 
fort George was afterward built, and on 
which the center of the English army was 
posted; Dieskau halted his men about 
15 minutes, at the distance of a little 
more than 150 yards from the breast 


works 
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The halt ^ 
to give 
time for 
the indi 
ans to 
turn the 
right 
flank 


Began 
the fire 
by plat 
toons 
distant. 



The Indians (the advance) was sent out on the 

right flank and part of the Canadians on 

the left, intending to come in on the rear 

of English, while the main body attacked them 

in front. The Indians however were soon discovered 

by Lt Col Pomeroy, who immediately mentioned 

the fact to the Guard; and observed to him 

that these people were extremely afraid of 

cannon, requested that one or two pairs 

might be pointed against them. They were 

then near the ground on which fort Wm Henry 

was afterwards built. A shell was instantly 

thrown among them from a howitzer; 

and some field pieces showered upon 

them a quantity of grape shot. The 

Indians fled. 

The Baron, in the meantime, led up 
his main body to attack the center. 

They began the engagement by firing 
regularly in platoons; but a so great 
a distance, that they did very little ex 
ecution. The circumstance was favor 
able to the English; and soon recovering 
from their panic, into which they had 
been thrown by the preceding events 
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of the day, they fought with great spirit 
and firmness.” 

Johnson at the commencement of the battle 
received a flesh wound in his thigh; and the 
ball lodged in it. He bled freely, but was 
able to walk away from the army to his 
tent. Genl Lyman then took the command 
and continued in it during the action. 
Stationed himself in front of the breast work 
and there amidst the thickest danger 
issued his orders, fire [ ] to every part 

of the army. The main body of the French 
kept their ground and preserved their order 
for a considerable time; but the artillery 
under Capt Eyre, an English officer, 
played upon them with such success; 
and the fire from the musketry was so 
warm and well directed, that their ranks 
were soon thinned, and their efforts slacked 
sufficiently to show that they despaired of 
success in this quarter. They then made an 
effort against the right of the English, [ ] 

[ ] between the road and the site 

of fort Wm Henry, and composed of [ ] 

regiment, Williams now commanded by Lt 
Col. Pomeroy and Titcombs. Here a warm 
fire was kept up on both sides about 


an 
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Dr ~1 
Williams^ 
Letter J 


an hour; but on the part of the enemy was 
unavailing. At 4 o’clock the English & 
the Indians who fought with them, leaped 
over their breast work, and charged the 
enemy. They fled and were vigorously pur 
sued for a short distance. A considerable 
number slain in the pursuit. The wounded 
& a few others, were made prisoners. 

Dieskau was found resting on a stump 
with hardly an attendant. As he was fishing 
for his watch, in order to give it to the 
soldier, the man, suspecting him in 
search of a pistol, discharged the contents 
of his musket through his hips. He was 
carried into camp in a blanket by eight 
men with the greatest care and tender 
ness, but evidently in extreme distress. 

Genl Lyman urged an immediate pursuit. 
Johnson gave no Credit to Lyman for 
his conduct in the action. 

Quotes a Letter from Doct Thomas Williams to 
Hon William Williams of Dalton, in which he 
says, “that an army should be here a 
fortnight in an enemys country, without 
the least fortification, is to me very surprising 
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Whiting 


Loss 


216 

96 

372 


but that they should continue in this defenseless 
posture after they had heard of an army 
not far off is more surprising. 

“Col. Whiting conducted the retreat with great 
judgment, to the admiration of the French 
General; who is pleased to say, that the he believes 
a retreat was never better conducted.” 

According to a return in the Pennsylvania Gazette 
Oct. 9. the English loss was, 106 killed, 94 wounded 
& 61 missing ^ 

61 
261 

Lieut Col Pomroy in a letter of the 10 th 
September 2 days after the battle states 
them in the following manner 
Col Titcomb’s regiment 35 ~j 

Col Williams’s 50 r 

Col Ruggles 37 J 


Connecticut troops 

39 

Rhode Island troops 

20 

New York troops 

10 


191 


Dr Williams states them at 216= 216 

dead & 96 wounded on the 26 September 

Loss of Lrench estimated from 1000 to 600 

Places MGinnis & & Lulsome affair 2 miles from the field of 

battle 


Massa 

chusetts 
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Coles Letter impeaching Lyman. See Review in Historical Col. 
Herkimers affair in 1777 At Ouskana Creek 
Vol. 3—p 191 (Dwights travels) 

On the 6 th of August (1777) he arrived within 

6 or 7 miles of the fort. Scouts informed that 

Sir Wm. John Johnson was advancing to intercept him 

Determined to halt an choose his ground, 

but was urged on by his men. On 

the march was attacked, and a large propor 

tion of the most urgent men fled instantly 

192 The remainder fought bravely- the firing in a 
great measure ceased: and the conflict was 
carried on with knives, bayonets & butt ends 
of muskets. Indians fired upon each side 
Johnson finally beaten from the ground 

193 by the obstinacy of Herkimers men. 

Congress voted to [ ] a monument 

never erected. American loss 160 killed 240 
wounded. British not known. 

Indians left more than 70. 

196 Mr (Jost) Schuyler was a nephew of Genl 

Herkimer, but a tory and accused of being 
a spy. 
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He was assured of his life and estate; he would 
enter heartily into the interest of his country and 
faithfully execute a mission of this nature. 
Schuyler was shrewd, resolute, versed on the indi 
an language, manners and acquainted with 
some of the Indian chiefs. His father and bro 
ther were in the mean time kept as hosta 
ges for his fidelity; and were both to be 
hung without mercy if he found unfaith 
ful. One of the Sachems (a friend) was let 
into the [ ], and cheerfully embarked in 

the design. He arrived at the Indian camp 
told a lamentable story of his being taken by 
Arnold- his escape from hanging and the dan 
ger he had encountered in his flight—Showed 
several bullet holes, made in his coat 
while he was attempting his escape, and 
declared that a formidable force was marching 
on them. The under chief arrived, as if by 
accident; and in the mischievous manner of 
that people began to insinuate to his coun 
trimen that a bird bird had brought them 
intelligence of great moment; And con 
firmed the report of Schuyler. In the mean 
time he had dispatched two or three young 
warriors in search of intelligence. These scouts 

who 
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had received their cue, returned as they had 
been directed, at different times; and confirmed 
as if by accident also, all that had been said 
by Schuyler and the Sachem. The camp indi 
ans were alarmed, and determined upon an imme 
diate retreat. St Leger tried every means to 
[ ] them & attempted to get them drunk 

but they refused to drink. When he found them 
all efforts fruitless, he urged them to move 
in the rear of his army; but they charged 
him with a design to sacrifice them for 
his own safety. In a mixture of rage 
& despair, he broke up his encampment 
with such haste, that he left his tents 
cannon and stores to the besieged. 

Page 204 The account of the fall of Capt. 

Butler near the mouth of E & Canada creek 

cannot be correct—unless 2 Butlers were 

killed at Canada Creek f This affair is compounded 

L with that of Cherry Valley 


Sketch of the Life of Genl Johnson page 211. 
374 Before Hendrick began his march under 

Williams, he mounted a stage and harangued 
his people in an effusion of Indian eloquence 
which made a deep impression on the spectators 



State of Learning in 1625 
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Extracts from Humes England 
Vol 6, page 136 Reign of James 1 st (Died 1625) 
Every science, as well as polite literature, 
must be considered as being yet in its infancy. 
Scholastic learning and polynomial divinity 
retarded the youth of all true know¬ 
ledge. Sir Henry Saville, in the preamble 
of that deed by which he annexed a sal 
lary to the mathematical & astronomical 
profession in Oxford, say, that Geometry 
was almost totally abandoned and un 
known in England. The best learning 
of that age was the study of the Antioch 
Cassaubon eminent for the knowledge, 

(from France) was encouraged by a 
pension of 300 a year, as well as 
[ ] [ ]: While the famous 

Antonio de Dominis a philosopher 
received no encouragement, sufficient to sat 
isfy his ambition; and he made his 
escape into Italy. 

See on this and many other subjects Millot 
Vol 5. first Chapters, [ ] in margins. 



Capt Beer’s disaster 
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Capt. Beer’s Ambuscade at Northfield 

in 1675. 

Oct. 9 1822 examined the site with my 
Brother Col. Hoyt. It is on the old road 
about 1 Vi mile from Northfield Meeting 
(South of the town) near where it crosses a 
ravine at Jane’s. The swamp mentioned by 
Hubbard is in a ravine extending along near the 
right side of the road; on the left are sand 
hills in Smithfields , where human 
bones are found, at this day. The plain 
here is called Beer’s Plain ; about % 
of a mile south; on the west of the road 
is a deep ravine called soldiers hole , 
and some distance East, a hill still covered 
with wood, called Beer’s Mountain 
on which, it is said, Capt Beers fell on 
his retreat. The ravine is the 2d on the 
road leading from the meeting house. 

Plan of the 
Ground. 
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Soldiers hole is named from one of Beers 
soldiers who secreted himself here on his retreat 
In the side hill near the road, descending into 
Pechaug meadow , north of the town is an 
old monument, erected where some people 
were cut off by the Indians. Suppose Asa 
hel Burt & Nathaniel Dickinson as mentioned 
in Taylors appendix, April 15, 1747- 
On an aminence north of Hon. Samuel Cutler’s 
house at Bennettt meadow, is an ancient ditch 
crossing a narrow part of the hill, supposed 
to have been an Indian work. 

Note In the attack on Beers it is probable 

the Indian lay in the bushes, west of the ravine 

and near the road, right of the face, had they been in the ravine 

they could not have seen their enemy. 

in the road. Happens Bears men scattered 

and fought on the retreat and that the Captain 

fell towards the close of the skirmish (and that 

the fugitives soon gained their horses, which 

had been left in the rear) 

It does not appear whether the march was made 
with caution; but it is evident the party was 
too small to have scouted an extensive front 
And as the enemy were numerous resistance was 
[ ]. 



Deerfield/Pocumtuck, first 
visited 1648. 
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Notes from Trumbulls Connecticut 


In 1637 was a severe year in Connecticut 
Corn rose to 12/ the Bushel- Committee 
was sent to Pocumtuck, where they pur 
chased such quantities that the Indians 
came down to Windsor & Hartford with 
50 canoes at one time, laden with 
Indian com page 95 Vol 1. 

In 1648, the Naragansets & Nihanticks 
hired the Mohawk and Pocumtuck 
Indians to united with them for the total 
destruction of Uncas and the Mohegans 
The Pocumtucks made preparations and 
assembled for the purpose. The Governor 
& council of Connecticut apprised of their 
designs dispatched Thomas Stanton 
their interpreter & others to Pocum 
tuck and found the Indians there 
waiting for the Mohawks who did 
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not come on, and the expedition failed. 

Settlement of Mattabeseck or Middletown 
in 1651 

French agents arrive at New Haven to so 
licit all against the Six nations; but the 
English decline the project 1651. 

In April 1657 the Indians committed mur 
der at Farmington, and besides Mesapano 
who was the principal actor, the Norwoo 
tuck and Pocumtuck Indians were 
supposed to be accomplice. 

1662 Machimoodus or Et Haddam purchased 
of Natives 1668 made a town 
Massacoe or Symsbury settled 1644 
Paugasset or Derby settled about 1671 
1690 Maj. Genl John Winthrop with an 
army at Wood creek . At same time 
Connecticut maintained a company upon 
the River for the defence of the towns 
in the County of Hampshire. In the winter 
a company sent to Deerfield- Also in 1694 
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1703 a command of 60 men employed in 
the Country of Hampshire. In 1704 there were 
400 men employed for the Colonys defence 
and that of the County of Hampshire. It was 
ordered that they should be advised furnished 
with snowshoes that they might travel 
or run upon the snow. A number of men 
in each town were obliged to prepare them 
selves in this manner. 

1713 Suffield and Enfield & Woodstock were 
part of Springfield, purchased by Mr Pyn 
chon & his company of the natives. At 
first the purchase was supposed to belong 
to Connecticut. In 1670 the grant was made 
to John Pynchon & als by General Court 
of Mass. Enfield was settled from Mass 
1681 In 1769 the number was 1380. 

At the close of Phillips war the Nipmucks 
Nashawen Pocumtucks, the Hadley and Spring 
field Indians fled to the French Indians 
in Canada. About 200 after them surprise at 



Battle at Bemus heights 
Oct 7, 1777 
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Housatonick river fled to the Meheaganders 
upon Hudson River incorporate and 
became one with them. 

Westfield was called Wararoke and a trad 
ing house had been established there previous 
to 1644. 

Note . In all the Indian wars up to that 
of 1755, Connecticut raised forces for the de 
fence of Massachusetts on Connecticut River. 
They were sometimes victualed by Mass, 
but paid by Connecticut. 


Revd. Preserved Smith of Rowe says, 
at the Battle of the 7 th October 1777, at Be 
mus heights, a detachment of troops took 
post in the woods towards the left of the 
British camp, and have up a temporary 
breast work of Logs. This agrees with 
General Hulls account, which is doubted 
by Governor Brooks. Mr Smith is 
positive evidence, Gov. Brooks only nega 
tive; he did not know the fort. 
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Extracts from Mathers Magnalia 
Christi Americana (Hartford 1820) 

Vol 2 3/2 “Tis very likely that the evil angels 

may have a particular energy and em 
ployment, often times in the mischief done 
by thunder” 

“There in (the air) Satan can do mighty 
things, command much of the magazine 
of heaven” - “Satan let loose by God can 
do wonders in the air: He can raise 
Storms, he can discharge the great old 
name of heaven, thunder and lightning; 
and by his want can make them mor 
terrible and dreadful than they 
are in their own nature. “Tis no 
heresie or blasphing to think that the 
prince of the power of the air hath as 
good skill in Chymestry as goes to 
the making of Awrim Fulmenans 

321 “Whatever the witch advocates may make 

of it, it is a scriptural and a rational 

assert. 
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assertion, that in the thunder there is often times 
by the permission of God, the agency of the 
Devil” The Devil is the prince of the air and 
when God gives him leave, he has vast pow 
er in the air, and armies that can make 
thunder in the air. 

“A great man has therefore noted it that 
thunder break oftener on Churches than any 
other building houses, because the daemons 
have a peculiar spite at houses that are 
set apart for the peculiar service of God.” 

In the Days of Moses it seems deserts were 
388 counted very much the habitation of devils 
who can tell whether the envy of the Dev 
ils at the favour of God unto man, may 
not provoke them to a affect retirement 
from the sight of populous and pros 
perous regions, except so far as they 
reckon their work of tempting mankind 
necessary to be carryed on. The Cristians 
389 who were sent into the American deserts have to 

their sorrow seen Azazel (David) dwelling 
and raging there in very tragical in 
stances. The devils have doubtless felt a 
more than ordinary vexation from the arrival 

of 
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2.486 


of those Christians with their sacred exer 
cises of Christianity in this wilderness. But the 
sovereignty of heaven has permitted them still 
to remain in the wilderness, for our vexa 
tion, as well as their own. 

Beginning of Phillips war 
“Things began at this time to have an 
onerous aspect. Yea and now we speak 
of things ominous we may add, some time 
before this, in a dear, still, sunshine morn 
ing, there were divers persons in Maddon 
who head in the air on the south end of 
them, a giant gun go off, and presently there 
upon the report of small guns like 
musket shot, very thick discharging, as 
if there had been a battel . This was 
at a time when there was nothing visible 
done in any part of the colony to occasion 
such noises; but that which most of all 
astonished them was the flying of bullets 
which came singing over their heads, and 
served very near to them, after which the 
sound of drums passing along westward 
was very audible; and on the same 
day in Plymouth Colony, in several 


places 
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incessible troops of horses were heard 
riding to and fro. Now, reader prepare 
for the event of these prodigies, but counsel 
me not struck with a Livian superstition 
in reporting prodigies, for which I have 
have such incontestable appearance.” 

Details of Phillips War then follow. 

526 Reader, Let us leave it now unto the 

Sons of Aesculapius to dispute out the prob 
lem what wounds are to be judged mortal? 
The sovereign articles of life and death seems 
to have determined it, that no wounds are 
mortal but such as he shall in her holy 
providence actually make so.” 

Witchcraft 

416 Wierus de Praestigiis Daeomonum. Defines 

a witch thus “A person that having the 
free use of reason, doth knowingly and 
willingly seek and obtain of the devil 
or any other God , besides the true God Je 
hovah, and ability to do or know strange 
things, or things which he cannot by his 
own humane abilities arrive unto. 


This person is a witch” 
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410 Writers on Witchcraft 

Keeble on the common Law (an author 
approved by the twelve judges of our Na 
tion). Mathew Halw’s trials of witches 
(Anno 1682) Glanvils Collection of 
sundry trials in England & Ireland in 
the years 1658-61-63-64 and 81. Bernards 
Guide to jurysmen-Baxtir’s & R.B. their 
histories about witches and their di 
coveries histories about witches and their 
discoveries. C Mather’s Memorable provi 
dences relating to witchcrafts 1685. 

Vol 

1-186 “The Devils which had been so played with 
al, and it may be, by some few crimi 
nals broke etrt in upon the Country, af 
ter as astonishing a manner as was ever 
heard of. Some scores of people, first about 
Salem, the centre and first bom of all 
the towns in the colony, and after 
wards in several other places, were 
arrested with many preternatural vex 
ations upon their bodies, and a variety 

of 
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general torments which were evidently 
inflicted from the demons of the invisible 
world. The people that were infected (and 
infested) with such demons, in a few days 
time arrived unto such a refining alteration 
upon their eyes, that they could see their 
tomentors: they saw a devil of a little 
stature, and of a tawny colour, attended 
still with specters that appeared in more 
humane circumstances. 

These tormentors tendered unto the afflicted 
a book requiring them to sign it, or to 
touch it at least, in token of their con 
senting to be enlisted into the service of the 
devil ; which they refusing to do, the spe 
cters under the command of that black 
man , as they called him, would apply 
themselves to torture them with prodig 
ious molestation. 

The affected witches were horribly distorted 
and convulsed; they were pinched black 
and blue: pins would be run every 
where in their flesh; they would be 
scalded until they had blisters raised on 

their 
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and a thousand other things before hundreds 
of witnesses ever done unto them, evidently 
preternatural : for if it were preternatur 
ral to keep a rigid fast for nine , yea for 15 
days together; or if it were preternatural 
to have ones hand tied close together 
with a rope to be plainly seen, and 
then by unseen hands presently pulled 
up a great way from the earth before 
a crowd of people, such preternatural 
things were endured by them.” 

But of all the preternatural things which 
befell these people, there were none more 
unaccountable than those wherein the pres 
tigous daemons would ever now an 
then cover the most corporal things in 
the world with a fascinating mist of 
invisibility . As now; a person was cruelly 
assaulted by a spectre , that she said run 
at her with a spindle, though no body 
else in the room could see either the 
spectre or the spindle, at last, in her ago 
nies, giving a snatch at spectre, she 
pulled the spindle away; and it was 
no sooner got into her hand, but the other 
folks then present then beheld that 


it 
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it was indeed a real spindle proper iron spin 
187 die; which when they locked up very safe, 

it was nevertheless by the daemons taken 
away to do further mischief. 

Again, a person was haunted by a more 
abusive spectre which came to her, she 
said with a sheet about her, though seen to by 
none but herself. After she had undergone a 
deal of teaze from the annoyance of the 
spectre, she gave a violent match at the 
sheet that was upon it; wherefrom she 
tore a comer, which in her hand immedi 
ately was beheld by all that were pre 
sent, a palpable comer of a sheet: and 
her father, which was now holding her 
catched, that he might keep what his 
Daughter had so strangely seized; but the 
spectre had like to have wrung his hand 

off by endeavoring to wrest it from him. however he still held it; and several 
times this odd accident was renewed in 
the family. There wanted not the oaths 
of good credible people to these particulars 
Also, it is well known, that these wicked 
specters did proceed so far as to steal several 
quantities of money from divers people, 
part of which individual money was 
dropt sometimes out of the air, before suffi 
cent spectators, into the hands of the afflicted, 

while 
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the spectre were urging them to subscribe 
their covenant with death Moreover, poisons 
to the standers by, wholly invisibly, were some 
times found upon the inflicted; which when 
they have with much reluctancy swallowed, 
they have swoln presently, so that the com 
mon medicines for poisons have been found 
necessary to relieve them. Yea sometimes the 
specters on the struggles have so dropt the 
poisons, that the standers by have smelt 
them, and viewed them, and be held the 
pillows of the miserable stained with them. 

Yet more, the miserable have complained 
bitterly of burning rags run into their fore 
ably distended mouths; and though nobo 
dy could see any such clothes, or indeed 
any fires in the chambers, yet presently 
the scalds were seen plainly seen by every 
body on the mouths of the complainer, 
and not only the smell, but the smoke 
of the burning sensibly filled the chambers. 

One more, the miserable exclaimed extremely 
of branding irons, heating at the fire on the 
hearth to mark them, now though the 
stander by could see no irons, yet they 
could see distinctly the print of them 
in the ashes, and smell them too as they 
were carried by the not seen furies , unto 
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The poor creatures for whom they were intended 
and those poor creatures were therefore so 
stigmatized with them, that they will bear 
the marks of these to their dying day. Nor 
are these the tenth part of the prodigies 
that fell out among the inhabitants of 
N England. 

Flashy people, may burlesque these things, 
but when hundreds of the most sober people 
in a country, where they have as much mo 
ther wit , certainly as the rest of mankind, 
know them to be true, nothing but the absurd 
and forward spirit of sadducism can ques 
tion them. I have not yet mentioned so much 
as one thing that will not be justified, 
if it be necessary required by the oaths of more 
considerate persons than any that can 
ridicule these odd phenomena.” 

Witchcraft had been previously known 

Vol 2. in Europe 

414 “In Suffolk England about 1645 was such 

a prosecution, until they say, that unless they 
put a stop to it, it would bring all into blood 
& confusion. In the Subalpine valley 
above a 100 were consumed for the 
pretended crime. In france 900 were put 
to death. At Chelmsford in Essex 1645 there 
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were 30 tried at once beforejudge Coni 
ers and 14 of them hanged, 100 more 
detained in several prisons in Suffolk, 
Essix. 


Extract from Lucy Aikins “Memoirs 
of the Court of King James the first. 

“During the 22 years of James English reign, 
it is computed that not less than 100 prisoners 
fell victims to the providence of super 
station fostered by the royal example; 
but the most celebrated of the kind took 
place at Lancaster in the year 1612 
where 19 unfortunate persons were 
indicted for witchcraft, ten of whom 
were convicted and executed.” 


Note James was a firm believer in witch 
craft 

“To prove one of the prisoners a witch, evi 
dence was admitted of its having been 
the opinion of a man not in court that 
she had turned his beer sour 

See Extract, from Hume further on. 
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Lord Wellingtons Campaign in Spain by 
a British officer 

In October 1810 he took up his position between 
the Tagus and the Ocean. His lines extended from 
Alhandra on that River to the mouth of the Sizandro 
passing by Torres Vedras the whole distance about 
25 miles from right to left. His defences were 
were enclosed redoubts upon the most essential 
points and calculated to resist although the enemys 
troops might have penetrated to their rear. They 
were thus enabled to protect the formation of the 
army upon any point attacked, before the 
enemy could bring cannon in operation with 
the troops which might have pushed forward 
between them. These forts were occupied by 
Portuguese militia, mixed with regular troops 
of the line. Each redoubt was provisioned for a 
certain time and supplied with ammunition 
necessary for the protracted defence. A another 
line was fortified in the rear somewhat 
in a smaller name, passing through Torres 
Vedras. Lisbon 30 miles in the rear was 
strongly fortified and guarded by 10,000 troops 
For a more particular description see Clarks 
Life of Wellington page 231. 

Massena arrived in front of the position about 
12 th October about Sobral and attempted in 
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vain to brake through Wellingtons lines. The French 
force about 72,000. The rear was constantly 
exposed to attacks of militia from the north 
em part of Portugal, and supplies of provisions 
were often intercepted, but Wellington was 
well supplied About the end of October the 
allies were numerically superior to the French 
but the Spanish troops were not to be depend 
ed on in the field in opposition to the French. 

Under their circumstances Wellington saw there 
was an opportunity of attacking Mas sera 
with advantage. The problem whether it 
was wise to do so or not, engaged his most 
serious attention. He was persuaded he 
would gain a victory and many circum 
stances urged to him to attempt it. But with 
all the inducement and the anxious wish 
of the whole army to attack Wellington de 
clined an engagement. He was persuaded that 
the sounder line of conduct was to wait with 
patience, and in safety, the mischief, which 
he was satisfied would be brought upon 
the enemy by want and sickness, and 
by the continued hostility of the nations. 

He therefore decided steadily to pursue that 
plan; he was ever watchful to profit 
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by an endeavor which should be afforded; 
but unless a decided one was given him 
he determined to remain on the defensive. 

Memoirs of the Early Campaigns of 
the Duke of Wellington in Portugal & 
Spain, pages 190-196-197 By an officer 
of Wellingtons army. 

Querie: Did General Gates act with equal cau 
tion when he advanced from his lines at 
Bemus heights Oct 7 1777. And attacked Bur 
goyne? Excepting in numbers the two cases 
are not dissimilar. 

NB. Wellingtons position was on the heights of 
Sobral and Torres Vcdras . as the best positions 
in which he could collect his army and 
offer battle to the a superior forces of the enemy. 


Remark of Hume . 

“In this Battle (Dunbar 1650) it was easily ob 
served, that nothing, in military actions, can sup 
ply the place of discipline and experience; and 
that, in presence of real danger, where men 
are not accustomed to it, the fumes of another 
season presently dissipate, and lose their influence 
Hist. England Vol. 7—197 
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Extract from Hume 

1650 The fanaticism, which prevailed, being so 
full of sour and angry principles, and 
so overcharged with various antip[a]thi[e]s, 
had acquired a new object of abhorrence: 
These were the Sorcerers . So prevalent 
was the opinion of witchcraft, that 
great numbers, accused of that crime, 
were burnt by sentence of the magis 
trates thro’ all parts of Scotland. In 
a village near Bervic, which contained 
only 14 houses, fourteen persons were 
punished by fire; and it became 
a science every where much stud 
ied and cultivated, to distinguish a 
true witch by proper trials and 
symptoms. Vol. 7—193 History of 
England. After the Death of Charles 
1 st . 
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Extracts from a Pamphlet entitled “Histori 
cal Memoirs of the late fight at Piggwacket ” 
accompanying a sermon pronounced at Bradford 
May 16, 1725 By Thomas Simms. Boston 1819 
“Twas then about the 16 th of April 1725, that 
the brave Lovewell began his march from 
Dunstable for Piggwacket, with 46 men under 
his command” on the march Toby an Indian 
falling lame was obliged to return. 

At Contoocook William Cummings being lame, 
was dismissed with a kinsman. At Ossapy 
Benjamin Kidder of Nutfield falling sick 
the Capt made a halt and built a small 
fortification. Here he left his Doctor 
a sergeant & 7 men to take care of Kid 
der and a quantity of provisions. 

The company reduced to 34 including the Cap 
tain pushed on about 40 miles to Piggwa 
chet. Their names & rank as follows 
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left 


left 



Capt. John Lovewell + 
Lt. Jonah Farwell 1 
Lt. Jonatha Robbins 1 
Engn. John Harwood + 
Sergt. Noah Johnson 1 
Robert Usher 1 
Samuel Whiting 1 




perished in the woods 


> of Dunstable 


J 


Ensgn Seth Weyman 2 
Capt. Thomas Richardson 2 
Timothy Richardson 1 
Ichabod Johnson + 


>- 


of Woburn 


j 


Joseph Johnson 1 ^ 
Eleazer Davis 1 
Josiah Davis + 
Jonah Jones 1 
David Melvin 2 
Eleazer Melvin 2 
Jacob Farrah + 
Joseph Farrah 2 


of Concord 
killed at pond 
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Chaplain Mr Joseph Jonathan Frie of Andover 1 
Sergt. Jacob Fulham of Weston + 

Jonathan Kettridge + j 
Solomon Kies 1 I of Billerica 


perished in the woods 


John Jefts + ^ 

Daniel Woods + 

Thomas Woods + 

John Chamberlain 1 > of Groton 
Ellias Barron 1 
Isaac Lakin 1 
Joseph Gibson 2 


Ebinezer Ayer 2 
Abiel Asten 2 


of Haverhill 


One name omitted (the man who 
ran away at the commencement of 
the fight who was [ ] as disgraced) 

Indians were heard in the vicinity 
on the night. And on Saturday 
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8 th of May while at prayer early in the 
morn, they heard a gun and soon after 
espied an Indian on a point extending 
into the Saco pond. After consultation 

they deposited their packs & advanced toward the point (1 Vi or 

2 miles) met the Indian, who fired and 

wounded Lawrence & Samuel Whiting with 

Beaver shot on which Ensign Wyman fired & killed 

the Indian & took his scalp. 

The company then marched back towards 
the packs, which had been deposited at the 
NE end of Saco pond, in a plain, where 
were a few trees and little brush. The Indians 
who had taken possession of them, rose up 
in front & rear, in 2 parties & ran toward 
the English three or four deep, with their 
guns presented—and the English also presented 
in a moment and ran to meet them; and 
when they came within a few yards, they 
fired on both sides, and the Indians 
fell amain, but the English (most if not 
all) escaped the first shot and drove 
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the Indians several rods, both sides firing 
3 or 4 rounds. But the Indians being nearly 
double in number to our men and having 
soon killed Lovewell Mr Fulham (only son 
of Major Fulham of Weston) Ensign Harwood 
John Jofts, Jonathan Kitridge, Daniel Woods 
Ichabod Johnson, Thomas Woods and Josi 
ah Davies—Wounded Lt Farwell Lt Robbins 
and Robert Usher, in the place where 
the fight began, and striving to surround 
the rest; the word was given to retreat 
to the pond, which was done with a great 
deal of good conduct, and proved a vast 
service to the English, in covering their rear) 
though the Indians got the ground where 
our dead lay. The fight continued very 
furious and obstinate till towards night. 

The Indians moving, yelling & howling like 
wolves, barking like dogs and making all 
sorts of hideous noises- The English frequent 
ly shouted & huzzad as they did after the 
first round—At length Capt Wyman 
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crept up toward them and firing among 
them shot the chief Powaw and broke 
up their meeting . The Indians held up 
ropes asked the English if they would take 
quarter, and were answered they would have 
none, but at the muzzle of the guns. 

About the middle of the afternoon 
Mr Jonathan Frie, only son of Capt 
James Frie of Andover, a young gentle 
man of liberal education, who took 
his degree of Bachelor of Arts at Cam 
bridge College 1723, and was Chaplain to 
the Company and generally beloved by 
them, was mortally wounded. 

Hours after sun-set when the enemy 
drew off & left our men in the field 
& it was supposed not more than 
20 went off well. 

About midnight our men got together & 
by the pond and found Jacob Farrah just 
expiring by the pond, and Ft Robbins 

and 
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Usher unable to travel. Lt Robbins desired 

they would charge his gun and leave it with 

him- for says he, the Indians will come in 

the morning to scalp me and I’ll kill one 

more of them if I can. Eleven more that 

were wounded, who were Lt. Farwell, Mr 

Frie, Sergeant Johnson, Timothy Richardson 

Josiah Johnson, Samuel Whiting, Elias Barron 

John Chamberlain, Isaac Lakin, Eleazer Da 

vis, and Josiah Jones, marched off the 

ground, with nine that received no 

considerable wound, who were Ensign Wyman, Ed 

ward Lingfield, Thomas Richardson, Two 

Melvins, Ebenezer Ayer, Abiel Asten, Jo 

seph Farrah and Joseph Gibson, who 

did not [ ] they were way-laid or 

pursued by the enemy, though they knew 

our men had no provision and must 

needs be faint. Four of the wounded men 

viz. Farwell, Frie, Davis & Jones, after they had 

travelled about a mile and a half, found 

themselves unable to go any further, and 

with their free consent, the rest (hoping 



204 


for a [ ] at the fort, and to come 

back with fresh hands to relieve them) 

Kept on their march. But one morning 
as they were passing a thick wood, they di 
vided into 3 companies, for fear of making 
a tract by which the enemy might follow 
them. One of the companies came upon 
these Indians, who pursued them some 
time; and Elias Barron one of that party 
strayed from the rest and got over Ossapy 
river, by the side of which his gun case 
was found, and he has never been heard 
of since. Eleven in another party re 
covered the fort and to their great surprise 
found it deserted. The man who had de 
serted (in the action) ran directly to the fort 
and gave notice to the men posted there 
such an account of what had happened, that 
they all made the last of their way home 
There came in also to the fort one Solomon 
Kies, who having fought til he had 
received 3 wounds and lost so much 

blood 
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blood, that he could not stand, he crawled to 
Ensign Wyman, in the heat of the battle and told 
him he was in the hunt of a dead man; but 
says he, of it be possible I’ll get out of the way 
of the Indians, that they may not get my scalp 
This Kies providentially found a canoe in 
the pond, and rolled himself into it and 
was drawn by the wind some miles toward 
the fort; when being wonderfully strengthened 
he got to the fort, as soon as the 11 aforesaid 
and all come into Dunstable May 13 th 
May 14, came into Dunstable 4 more of our 
soldiers, whereof Ensign Wyman was one; 
who says they had no sort of food from Saturday 
till Wednesday following and yet scarce felt 
at all hunger bitten. They then caught two 
mouse squirrels which they roasted whole and 
found them a sweet morsel. Afterwards they 
killed some partridges & other game and were 
comfortably supported till they got home 
Eleazer Davies came in at Beverly Ber 
wick and reports, that he and the 
other 3 left with him, when they had 
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waited some time days for the return of the 
men from the fort, and at length despaired 
of their coming, though their wounds stank 
and were corrupt and they were ready 
to die with famine; yet they all travelled 
several miles together, till Mr Fri desired 
Davis and Farwell not to hinder them 
selves any long for his sake, for that 
he found himself dying and so lay down, 
telling them he should never rise more, 
charging Davis, if it should please God to 
bring him home, to go to his father and 
tell him, that he expected in a few hours 
to be in eternity, and that he was not afraid 
to die. Whereupon they left him; and 
this hopeful gentleman Mr Frie, who 
had the journal of the march in his pocket 
has not been heard of since. 

If Farwell was left by Davies a few 
miles distance from the fort and not 
heard of since. Davis getting to the fort 

and 
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and finding provisions there, tarried and 
repacked and received strength to travel to the 
place mentioned. Jonah Jones another of the 
four came in to Saco. 

Col Tying with a company afterward marched 
to the spot where the action was fought 
and buried 12 of our men. They dug up 
an Indian buried near the place and found 
him to be Pauques the Chief who had done 
much mischief. 

The Indians in the action were supposed 
double to the English. The fighting continued 
through the day, which was hot 

1 st Names of men killed and left on the spot 
Capt Lovewell (Dunstable) Ensign Jonathan Robbins 
(Do) Ensign John Harwood (Do) Robert Usher (Do) 
Jacob Fulham (Weston) Jacob Farrah (Concord) 
Jonas Davis (Do) Thomas Woods (Groton) Don 
uld [sic] Woods (Do) John Jefts (Do) Ichabod 
Johnson (Woburn) Jonathan Kitterdge (Belliri 
ca) The above buried by Col Tying. 



Dartmouth College. 
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2d. Wounded and lost by the way 
Lt Joseph Farwell (Dunstable) 

Chapl. Jonathan Frie (Andover) 

Elias Barron (Groton) 

The foregoing account by Mr Simms is 
attested by 

Seth Wyman 
Ebenr Ayer 
Abiel Asten who 
was in the action. 


Dartmouth College 

Towards the close of 1769 a charter was 
issued by Gov. John Wentworth for a 
college, which was endowed with ample 
privileges, and all the honors and im 
munities of any university within the 
British realm. Doct Wheelock was 
created its President. In honor of 
of Lord William Earl of Dartmouth, one 
of the first Patrons, it was named Dartmouth 

College 
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In the spring of 1770 Dr Wheelock & Mr Pomroy 
explored the western parts of N Hampshire 
which were then a wilderness, to fix upon the 
most eligible place for the school and College 
and at last selected Hanover. It was The 
spot selected was an extension plain, shad 
ed by lofty pines, with no accommodations 
except two or three small huts, composed 
of logs, and no house on that side of the River 
within two miles, through one continued drary 
wood. 

The Number of souls accompanying Dr Whee 
lock was about 70 (or who began the clearing 
of the ground) a few acres of pines had been 
filled before their arrival. Log houses were 
soon constructed, and a small framed house 
was begun designed for the reception of Dr 
Wheelock & family. The frame of a college 80 feet 
& two stories in height, was soon after raised and 
partially covered; a hall and two or 3 rooms 
in it were considerably advanced, when the 
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Autumnal storms, setting in earlier than usual, 
put a stop to the work of the builders. 

The suffering of the little colony during the 
winter was not inconsiderable. Judging 
it difficult to procure water by digging 
wells, they removed 60 rods southerly where 
they found water at a convenient depth. 

A circular arc of 6 acres was soon cleared 

of the lofty pines (one was measured 270 feet 

from butt to top) The snow lay 4 feet in 

depth about 5 months- the sun was 

miserable by reason of the trees, until 

risen many degrees to a [ ] [ ] above the horizon. 

Jany 1771 a church was gathered and a 

school of 30 members- Numerous hand 

were employed next summer on the build 

ings, and in cutting & piling the timber- stump 

were dug out of the ground 

The first Commencement was holden in August 

1771, when four young gentlemen received the 

first honors of the university 
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Many Indians have been partially educated 
at Dartmouth and among others Col Joseph Brant 
at Dartmouth or Moors school at Lebanon Con. 
Sachem of the Mohawk tribe, and the 2d after 
old king Hendrick who, in the opinion of the [ ] 

judges, was a man of uncommonly bright geni 
us and sound judgment. He undoubtedly pos 
sessed a degree of wisdom and sublimity of 
thought beyond the common lot of men. 

From memoirs of Rev Eleazer Wheelock DD 
Founder and President of Dartmouth College 
and Moors Charty School By D M.Clure, and 
E Parish 1 Vol 8 vo. 

For Charter of said College see Appendix to 
above work page 180. 

Dr Wheelock opened an Indian School 
at Leabenon Con. about 1760. 


English Review 

There is an Idea very prevalent amongst 
we believe critics and authors as well as among 
sets the people in general, that the pride, pomp and 
circumstance of glorious war, are so calculated 
to create curiosity and to raise one passions; that 
an author but of ordinary talents is pretty scare 
See page following Mr Ashley’s Letter page 264) of 
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Extracts from Old Book of Records 
with Clerks Office Deerfield 

The 1 st meeting of the Proprietors was 
at Dedham December 23: 3 : 75 (or 70) 

at which they agreed to procure an art 
ist to lay out the Lots at Pacomtuck 
(suppose the 8000 acres first granted) 

John Pynchon Esqr. was impowered to 
&r -[— ] to direct the artist at all his best 
opportunity to take time to visit the County 
and artist and give them such advice 
in the work committed to them as he shall 
judge most conducive to the good of the 
plantation, who is also impowered 
to vote with them the rest of the committee 
when he shall be present 
Ensign Daniel Fisher is also deputed to join 
with the Committee before named; any 3 of 
which committee have power to proceed on 
the work. 

In 1680 a meeting was held at Northampton 
& Lands granted in Deerfield. All quarters to 
settle on the land. 

In 1686, the inhabitants of Deerfield to encourage 

Mr 
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John Williams to settle amongst them to dispense 
the blessed word of truth unto them have made 
proposition with him as followith. Thy prom 
is him a home lot on the meeting house hill— 
to build him a house 42 x 20 feet with a lento 
on the backside—to give him £60 a year 
salary, for the present and 4 or 5 years after 
to increase it to £80— Lands sequestered for 
the use of the ministry viz 30 acres more or 
less; on the west of the mouth of Green River. 
1686 a tract of land was granted to Mr Brooks 
on the Green River (& to others) 

At meeting at Feby 26 & 20 1689 voted that 
a good and sufficient fortification be made 
upon the nearby town hill. The work to be 
finished by 8 th march. And Committees 
appointed to build &c. 

At meeting Oct 3 1694 voted to build 
a meeting house of the size of Hatfield 
A rate of 150 £ to be paid in pork & 

Indian com was granted, for creating 
the building. 

In 1696 all training soldiers were ordered 
to work on the fortification of the town on 
certain Days 
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Meeting 1696. The grant of the house, barn 
page and homelot and 16 cow Commons of Land 

27 in the meadow with the pasture granted to Rev. J Williams was 

ordered to be recorded in town Book: As 
also the agreement of the town to pay the 
salary; to be paid in wheat at 3/3 per 
bushel- peas at 2/6- Indian com at 2/- 
Salted pork at /2 Vi per lb This being the sd 
agreement 

At same meeting voted that 3 mounts 
be built to the fort about the town 
according to the direction the military com 
ib mittee. The 3 forts, great gales to be built 

new strong and substantial, with conven 
incies for fastening both open & shut: And 
also the whole fort to be renewed and 
maintained sufficient/good and sufficient substantial 
1697 a school house to be built & school 
supported. Same year Capt Jonathan 
Wells was chosen to represent the town 
in the general Court held in Boston. 

In 1699 voted that the following shall 
be the prices of articles between man 
and man Viz. wheat at 



4/ per Bushel summer do at 3/6 Rye at 3/- 
Barley 3/- peas 3/- Indian corn 2/. Oats 1/6 
At same meeting it was voted that any proprietor 
abutting on a highway in the common field 
should have liberty to mow & feed the highway 
against which he so abuts and no other shall 
have that Liberty 

June 1702. voted that the town fort shall be 
righted up; that every man shall at present 
right-up his proportion of the fort as was 
last laid out to him. that all the fort street 
be righted up by Wednesday next at night 
upon penalty of 3/ per Rod and after that 
1/ per rod pr day so long as such fortification 
shall be impaired. That ye Commission officers 
shall be the men to inspect and pass the fort 
in general- That a petition be sent to ye 
Gov. for help and relief in our present dis 
tress, occasioned by a prospect of war. 

Sept 1703 voted that a committee be chosen to 

join with Col Partridge to consult agree & 

determine concerning fortifying 

Note a town meeting was held at Deer 

field April 20 1704: immediately after the 

town was destroyed. But no mention of the catastrophe 
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Nov 30—1706 a committee was named 
to proceed to Boston & meet Revd John Williams 
& engage him to return to Deerfield; and 
to ask of the General Court a grant of 
money to assist Mr Williams in his distress 
(see vote further on) 

1708 voted to pay Revd Mr Williams £40 in 
money for his salary for the ensuing year 
1711 Town voted £40 in money to Mr 
Williams for salary 

1718 voted to give Revd John Williams £80 Salary 
in current money of N England yearly so 
long as he shall continue in the work of 
the ministry. He relinquishing his former 
bargains 


Additional Grant to the town see page 
73 for record as follows. 

“At a General Court for Election 
holden at Boston 7 th May 1673. 

In answer to ye Petition of ye Inhabit 
ants of Paucumtucke Sami Hinsdale 
Sampson Frary and so forth. The 
Court judgeth it meet to allow 
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ye petioners the liberty of a township and 
doe therefore grant them such an addition 
of land, to the eight thousand acres formerly 
granted there to Dedham as that ye whole 
be—to the contents of seven mile square, 
provided that an able orthodox minis 
ter within three years to be settled amongst 
them- and that a farme of two hundred 
And fifty Acres be laid out for the Country 
use. And do farther appoint an impower 
Liut. William Allis, Thomas Makins Gent, 
and Sergeant Isaac Graves with Liut Sami 
Smith Peter Tilton and Sami Hins 
dale be a Committee and any four 
of them to act in all respects to lay out 
ye said farm in a convenient place to 
admit Inhabitants, grant land and 
order all their providential affairs- till 
they shall be in a capacity by most 
persons from among themselves to 
manage their own affairs and that 
ye Committee be advised with about 
settling of a minister there. 

The above written is Co Py of Received Examined 
a true account of the above per Isaac Addington 
copy as attesteth Tho Secretary 

mas French, town Clerk 



A the person subscribed as a Committee to regulate & settle ye affair ^ 
aforesaid & to make their return to this Court. The sd Committee being up 
on the place have ordered. 
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At the 2d Session of the Genl Court for Election 

held at Boston 8 Octr 1672, on their adjorn 

ment. The Genl Court May 15-1672 upon 

the petition of the town of Hatfield in Hamp 

shire for the settlement of ye Bounds granted 

by the Genl Court and being to be grant 

of ye sd Court Six miles from Northampton 

north line northerly & the said bounds be 

ing obstructed as to the extent of ye 3d 

grant by the line run by the propri 

etors of pocumtuck, near one mile & % 

of a mile, ye Court aforesaid have 

ordered A that Hatfield bounds Northerly 

shall extend to a little brook common 

ly called by the English Sugar loaf 

Brook, at the common place of passage 

over where there is two rods mark 

ed a little white oak on the west 

side of the way & a great white oak 

on the east side of the way and to 

run by the sd line east to the great 

River & a west line from the sd 

River two miles into the woods. 

Also the said Committee have deter 
mined that the proprietors of Paucom 
tuck for and in consolation of the 
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land taken out of their measure to accomo 
date Hatfield, they shall receive as follows 
viz. On ye North side of paucumtuck River 
from ye mouth of ye River called Green River 
a line to run due East one mile west one 
mile and north % of a mile ye whole 
tract of Land to be two miles on length & 

% of a mile in breadth and for ye re 
mainder to begin at paucumtuck River 
at ye and of their bounds propriety and to 
run on East-line to ye great River and 
to extend on a south line two miles. 

Peter Tilton 
William Clark 
Sami Smith 

The Court approves of the 
return. 

A true copy of Received 
Examined pr Willard Secrt. 

The copy is here truly transcribed 
attest Thos. French Town Clerk 


Note Hampshire County formed before 
Deerfield was granted. Holmes says in 1662. 
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At a great and Genl Court or Assembly at Boston 

for the province of ye Mass. Bay in N England 

By an held at Boston upon Wednesday May 

28 1712 In Council 

Upon reading a petition of Mr John Williams 

member of Deerfield in behalf of ye sd town 

may extend westward from Connecticut 

as Northampton & Hatfield Doe viz 

nine miles from the River into the 

western woods: Also that the two islands 

in ye River aforesd. right against ye town 

plat may be granted to the petitioners 

and his heirs forever (provided no 

former grant intervene) Containing be 

tween 30 & 40 acres in them both. 

Ordered. That the prayer of ye sd pe 
titioner be granted. 

Carried by ye house of Representatives 
Consented to J Dudley 
Copy Examined pr Isaac Addington 

Secretary 

The above written is Copia vina 
of the [ ] Copy 

as attesth Thos French Town Clerk 
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1727 Mr Williams salary voted to be £90 for 
the year 

1729 voted that Mr Benjamin Pierpont shall 
have a call to settle among us to be our 
Pastor, 36 for him & 14 against him 

1731 voted to call Mr John Warner to be thou 
Pastor, others were afterwards called 

1732 voted to call Mr Jonathan Ashley to 
the ministry. And offer him £300 
lawful Money. And some Lands 

(See against page 136) ordination S*-ef 
October 1732 

1733 a Committee appointed to dispose of 
the 3 forts 

1744 May- voted to build mounts viz at one 
house in Green River, one at Mr Ashleys, one 
at the south end of (street) Also 2 mounts 
at Wappin. Committee raised to apply to 
Genl Court for allowance for building 
mounts. Same year agreed to ask the 
Gen Court for men to guard the town 
1746 voted to purchase 2 cannons. 

1749 voted to dispose of the forts the mounts 
excepted. 
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1755 voted that Mr Ashley have liberty to 
use and improve ye two mounts that 

are near his house The people at the 
south end of ye town to use and improve 
the mounts at that end of the town 
The people on the hill have the same 
liberty. 

Price of produce Wheat 4/- Rye 3/- Indian 
Corn 2/- pease 4/- Oats V* Barley 3/ 
pr Bushel: prok /2 Vi Beef 12 flax 
16 Vi per pound 

1756 forts built at charge of town viz 
4 (including one at Wappen) each 

to have 2 mounts. The forts with 
palisades as high as mans head 

The old Book end Dec 6 1762. 

Remarks. From an examination of the old 
Booke it appears that Deerfield was granted 
in several tracts. 1 st Eight thousand acres to 
people in Dedham about 1670 (or to the town 
of Dedham) This tract covered the valley 
from Deerfield River southerly to the supposed 
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north bounds of Hatfield, now Whately. But it 

soon appeared that the survey croached up 

on Hatfield more than 1 Vi miles; this was cor 

rected in 1672 by taking off a quantity on 

the south part of the survey, and the line 

fixed at a point on Sugar Loaf brook, to 

compensate the proprietors for the loss, the 

proprietors were allowed a parallelogram north of Deerfield 

River, 2 miles by 3 A; the south line cutting the 

mouth of Green River and the north line 

% mile northerly of said mouth. Another 

piece was added, but is rather indeffinate 

as respects bounds. In 1673, the town was 

enlarged to an area equal to a square 

of 7 miles, or 49 square miles. This is 

supposed to be bounded south by the corrected 

line; north by the north line of Greenfield 

and east by Connecticut River; including 

the present towns of Greenfield and Gill & most 

part of Deerfield. On the petition of Rev John 

Williams in 1712, the limits of Deerfield were 

from Con River westerly, as far as Hatfield 

and Northampton extended, and two Islands 

Corses & Smeads granted to said Williams. The 
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town then included Conway & Shelburne 
also as well as Greenfield and Gill: and con 
tained about a parallelogram of about 9 miles 
by 12 = 108 square miles = 69120 acres. 

At a meeting of the town May 30 1737 it 
was voted that Thos Wells Esqr to be a should 
attend the genl Court for the purpose 
of procuring an act confirming the plot of 
the town, and the same year a com 
mittee was raised to employ an “ artist ” 
to survey the township and make a plan 
of the same. The survey I believe was 
made by a Mr Miller and a good plan 
completed of the whole town. 

In 1753 (Janry) the town consented that 
Greenfield should be made a town 
by certain Limits (see 218 page 223) 

The limits were afterwards fixed by Oliver 
Partridge Samuel Mather & Ebenr Hunt 
a Committee appointed for the purpose 
by which I conclude Greenfield now is bounded. 


In the early transactions of the town 
grants of Lands were made by votes 
vote in meetings, which votes recorded 
were considered good titles. It was 
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common to allow the inhabitants liberty 
to carry off stones clay &c from the land 
granted; and votes sometimes passed 
giving the inhabitants the right to gather 
& carry off for their own use, any timber 
which might fall & lie dead a short 
time on individuals Land. But this 
was afterwards considered as illegal and 
of no force. 

On the destruction of the town in 1704 
it appears the place was immediately very soon re 
occupied by the remaining inhabitants; for 
a meeting was held at the place in 
April following, and the usual busi 
ness transacted. And no mention is made 
in the Records, of the catastrophe. The peo 
pie must have been very hardy and 
resolute and different from the present 
inhabitants, or they would not have 
breasted their numerous embarrassments 
and maintained their position under 
such danger. 
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Copy of the vote Nov 30—1706 from old Book 
“At a Town meeting in Deerfield Nov. 30: 1706 
the town then unanimously made choice 
of Capt. Jonathan Wells, Esq Jno Sheldon 
and Thomas French to go down to ye Bay 
for them and in their behalf to act & treat 
with their pastor the recovered Mr. Jno Williams 
in order to his resettling with them again in 
the work of the ministry as also to take 
advice and council of ye Elders in our 
Country for the management of that 
work as also to put up a petition to 
ye General Court or council for a 
grant of moneys for ye encouragement 
of ye reverend Mr Jno Williams in his 
resettlement in said work with 
ym and in all those particulars to 
act and doe according to ye best 
of their discretion.” 

Janry 9, 1707. voted yt the Town would 
build a house for Mr Jno Williams 
in Deerfield as big as Ens Sheldons a back 
room as by as may be thought convenient; 
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Baron Castine 


After Demonts settlements were broken 
up by Argal, Baron Castine came to 
Arcadia from France. “He was a nobleman 
of distinction, a colonel of the kings body 
guards, and a man of intrigue and enter 
prise. He formed an alliance with the savages 
necessary, in order to break up the English settle 
ments, which had been made at Plymouth, 

Boston and along the shore/coast entirely to Penob 

scott, under grants and patents from the 

British Crown. To promote, and gratify 

his lust, he married and had living 

with him, six wives of the native indi 

ans at one time. His place of residence, 

capital or palace was on the east side, 

and near the mouth of the river Penobscott. 

He had several priests in his train, whose 
conduct, from their religious writer and 
unintelligible ceremonies, was calculated 
to captivate and divide a barbarous 
people. He taught the Indians to use 
of fire arms; and thereby obviated the 
greatest restraint, and overthrew the 
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the greatest security the Europeans 
had against them. He began this project 
with and through the Penobscott tribe, 
about the year 1661, and by the year 
1675, the time of King Phillips war, the 
knowledge of gun powder and fire arms 
was universally excluded among the north 
em savages. Emboldened by this, and 
encouraged by the French nation, 
the Indians began their hostilities, which 
were continued by the Penobscott tribe 
with very few intervals, from the 
year 1676 until 1749, when they sub 
mitted by a final treaty and be 
came subjects of the government of Mass 
Bay. 

When the Baron was alive, he was 
considered as the most dangerous 
enemy which N England had seen; 
divers campaigns were made 
to capture him, but though his 
fortress at Penobscott was taken and 
plundered, he escaped to the wilderness 
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He lived to the year 1697 and then left a 
number of sons, relations by blood to the 
Penob scott tribe 

9—218 Hist Col. [ ][ ] 

taken by Gov James Sullivan 

Querie Is it not probable that Castine 
was sent out by the French government to 
win over the natives to their interest, and 
with their aid, to hold possession of the country 
which had been conquered by Argal; and 
also to drive the English from their settlements, 
further made to the west. Was he not the instiga 
tor of Phillips war, and was not that 
chief an ally of Castine who was acting 
provably under the French government 
all this is natural. 


Chief Justice Hale 

There were men in England and other 
places of that civilized party of the globe, as 
much the slaves of a credulous imagi 
nation, as the people who settled these 
plantations. No exception is made to 
the [ ] of chief justice Hale, who 

lived years after Mr Winthrop, yet, in 
certain parts of his writings he discourses 
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as much imbecility of mind, as we see 
in the pages of the New England journal 

Eccelesiastica History of Mass. 
9-30 Mass Hist. Col. 


Of the several Nations of Indians in 
N England when first discovered; from 
Hubbards General history of N England 
Hist. Col. (new series) vol 5, p. 31, A Seq. 

At every noted place they were united under an chief 
ruling all lesser fraternities or companies. 

At falls of great rivers in summer- sea coast 
in winter. 

Between Kennebuck & Connecticut Rivers 
were about 20 societies or companies 

1. at [ ] the Tarratines or eastern Indians 

2 Casco bay or Pegopsoot/Sheepscoot River, the Andros 

coggins. 3 Saco River. 4 Piscalagua a seat 

for several tribes. 5 Merrimack & up to Warn 

meset, Pentucket, Patucket, Amoskeag 

Pennicooke &c. 6 River Newbery at the 

falls they are found winter & summer 

7 Agawam (Ipswich) a noted place for fish 
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8 Naumkeag (Salem) together with Marble 
head & Lyn (Saugust) 9 Massachusetts, 
near mouth of Charles River, a great ren 
dezvous; (a sachem much revered by all 
the neighboring clans) near which were Narpon 
set, Punkapog, Wessaguseets, and several clans 
up Charles River. Also at Misticke. 10 Po 
kanacket or Sowance, the seat of the Worn 
panoogs of whom Massasoit was Chief 
in 1620, whose son was Phillip . 11 Nipnetts 
among the lesser Rivers & lakes higher up the 
continent, supposed tributaries to Massasoit. 

12 Narragansetts a great people upon the 
sea coast towards Cont. consisting of several 
lesser principalities, united under one ruler 
said formerly to be about 2000 fighting men 

13 Pequods seated on a brave River beyond 
the Narragansetts, a fierce and warlike 
people. 14 Mohegans seated between 
pequods on the Cont. River, and on Pequod 
River. 15 River Indians on several plant 
ation up the River. 16 Cape Indians 

on Clod & Marthas Vineyard. 17 Moheagans 
about Hudson River. 18 The Senecas on 
the same River (westward) 19 Moquaws or 
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Mohawks, seated among rivers & ponds 
about 40 miles NW from Albany, 20 Long 
Island Indians and on the Maine op 
posite from Coast to Hudson River accounted 
more treacherous and false than any other 


Boundaries of the Moheagan Country 
as surveyed in 1705 & a map made. 

From a large rock in Connecticut River near 
eight mile island, in the bounds of Lyme 
eastward, through Lyme, New London and 
Groton, to Ahyosupsuck a pond in the 
northeastern part of Stonington; on the east 
from the pond northward to Mak-man 
suck, another pond; thence to Equnk 
sank-a-poug , Whetsone hills; thence to 
Mar-hum- squceq, the whetstone Coun 
try. From this boundary the line ran 
southeast, a few miles to a Acquiunk, the 
upper falls in Quinibaug river. Thence 
the line ran a little north of west 
through Pomford, Ashford Wellington 
and Tolland to Mo-she-nup-suck 
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the notch of the mountain, now known to be 
the notch of Bolton mountain; from thence 
the line ran southerly through Bolton, Hebron 
and East Haddam to the first mentioned 
bounds.” This near (it appears) Pequot Country 
to whole of which (says D Trumbull) the Moheagans 
laid claim, after the conquest of the Pequot nation 
except some part of New London Groton and Ston 
ington which had been the chief seal of that war 
like tribe. The Moheagans claimed this tract 
as their hereditary country, and the Wabequasset 
[ ], which lay north of it, they claim 

by virtue of conquest. The Moheagans while 
under Uncas were sometime insolent toward 
the English; but never as a body, actually 
hostile. 

Memoir of the Moheagans. Vol 9 

page 80 Map Hart. Collection 
The Wabequesset country was conquered by from 
the Nipmucks, whose principal seat was about 
the great [ ] in Oxford Mass; but there 

territory extended southwardly into Connecti 
cut more than 20 miles. See Do work 
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Extracts from the Journals of Thomas Buck 
ingham, one of the early ministers of Hartford 
on the Expeditions against Canada & 

Port-Royal 1709 & 1710. Sent me by Mr 
Theodore Dwight Jr of N York Jany 1824 

August 9 th These companies viz Col Livingstons 
augt Major Bar’s and Cap Cranes, marched out 

of N Haven, with [ ] Mr Edwards 
10 ye rest of our troops marched out of the Town 

Col Peter Schuylers Regt mentioned 
Col Ingoldskys Do 
Col Whiting Do 

24 about 400 indians came to Albany 

Col. Livingston mentioned 
General Nicholson Do 

200 or 25 onandogans & carryjoes came to camp 
1711 at Stillwater 

Sept all Indians equal 600 

7 Encamped at fort Nicholson (Fort Edward) 

Detached men to clear the way to wood 
Creek. Fort Ann mentioned 
Lieutenant Genl Schyler mentioned 
The brooks [ ] same season 
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Expedition 1709. Connecticut furnished one 
Regt. under Col Wm. Whiting Lt Col Allyn 
Major John Livingston Adjutant David 
Goodrich. 7 companies & 2 indian com 
panies. 

The journal is written in {—\ such an illegible 
hand in general that I can not read it. It 
appears however that the troops were very sick 
ly and died fast. Some parties of the enemy 
were sometimes seen & some were killed by 
their ambuscades- Soldiers were often punished 
for neglect of duty by laying them neck & keels. 


Extracts from a work The English Empire 
in America by Robert Burrton 7 th Edition London 
1739. 

Account of one Stockwell of Deer-Field 
written by his own hand. 

Sept 19-1677 (1677) I & another man being 
together about sun set, the Indians with 
great shouting & shooting came upon us 
and some other of the English hadby, at which 
we ran to a swamp, which they pursuing, made 

after 
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after us and shot at us, 3 guns being discharged at 
me. I fell down in the swamp whereupon the 
an Indian stepd to me with his hatchet lifted 
up to knock me in head; it happened I had a 
pistol though unloaded, I pointed to him who 
stepped back and told me if I would yield I should 
have no hurt, boasting falsely that they had 
destroyed all Hatfield and that the woods 
were full of Indians: so I yielded myself & fell 
into the enemy, hard. I was taken to the place 
where the Indians burned my house, last year 
which I was about to build again. 

He was ordered to catch his horses but 
could not. was bound and led away 
and soon joined captives taken at Hatfield 
All were pinioned & led away in the night 

over the mountain about 4 miles before we rested. About break of day 

we marched—got over the great River of Po 

comptuc Indians marked the trees to show 

how many captured—[ ] for me- 

Ashpoton the Captain- gave us vituals 

Went up about the falls where we crossed the R 

again, had 11 horses & some women at 

night all laid upon the bark, staked down 

at legs and arms and a cord about the neck- 

next night lay in Suakeag meadow. The 
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English came out after us. Next day marched 
at night crossed the River—next day repassed it. 
where we camped a long time, about 30 miles 
from Squahag-Indians now out of far of 
English- but not of Mohawks- 
Then built a long wigwam & had a dance & 
conducted to him 3 of us viz I, one sergeant Plym 
ton and the wife of Benjamin Wait. Slept none 
next night. English all loose, I gathered wood & 
kept up fire. I thought the English might kill 
ah if they would attempt it. I removed their 
guns & hatchets but through fear returned them 
Next day they concluded to save us- Cam 
ped here about 2 weeks and had dome 
difficulties & was abused. While here Benja 
min Stebbins going with some Indians to 
Wachusetts hills made his escape, we 
were now bound & threatened to be burned but were 
at length released & back tracked. We eat horse 
& bum flesh 

At this time the Indians had fallen upon 
Hadley—some taken & released according 
of meeting the English upon such a plain 
to march further [ ] Ashapalon was for 

it. but Sachems of Wachusett against it. 

With the Waschusetts came 80 squaws & children 
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who reported the English had taken Uncas 
& all his men we denied it- they were 
[ ]- at length came to Squaro 

mang river 200 miles above Deerfield 
There was conveyed in 2 companies to a 
Lake- made canoes- Indians made me 
and Sergeant Plymton pray- Eate [ ] 

wood fryed in Bears greace—at Lake 
killed a moose—entered the Lake—a storm 
got to an island—[ ] & they said [ ] 

[ ] & up were coming—went to other 

Hands—no provisions but Raccoons 
met Lrenchmen was [ ]—proceded 

on ice—tried out & [ ] with death 

but saved & carried on sled- found 
Sam. Russell—lost him & saw him no 
more—[ ] at Shamblee—Received 

humanely by the Lrench—went to 
Sorrell—endured various other hardships 
at length redeemed by Benjamin Wait.” 
Remarks 

This man was Quenton Stockwell of Deerfield 
named in Redeemed Captive. Plymton is there 
said to have been burned. Prom the above it 
would appear that this may be a mistake; 
though Jennings & Wait would probably have 
known the fact. 
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Memo. 

Mr John Montague of Amherst informs 
me that his ancestor came to America about 
1660, and spent his life at Hadley-came to 
that place with Mr Russel the minister with 
the first settlers. The ancestor alluded to, was 
he says someway implicated in the execution of King 
Charles the first, that he fled on the restoration 
of Charles 2d. Admitting this to be true so, it is 
not improbable, that he was privy to the 
concealment of Whally and Goff at Hadley. 

Deacon John Montague of Sunderland 
about 72 years of age, is recommended to 
me as person who can give full inform 
ation on the subject and many others 
relating to the history of this part of the 
Country. 


Green River, in Greenfield & Deerfield 

From a number of circumstances I have 
been induced to believe that the River in 
former times ran in a channel different from 
its present one. The place alluded to is just 
below Deerfield north line, where it it seems 
to have cut through the easterly part of Petties 
Plain and left its old bed at the bound Rock 
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The name of the River according to an old 
Indian Deed given to Dedham people in 
1665 was is Puckcommegon or Puckeomsneag 
In the Key to the Narragansset Language 
as given by Roger Williams, Puckhummcin 
signifies to bore through . 

Williams says “There is a mixture of this 
language, north and south from the place 
of my abode, about 600 miles. Yet within 
200 miles, these dialects do exceedingly differ, 
yet not so, but within that compass a 
many may, by this help (the key) converse 
with thousands of natives, all over the coun 
try.” 

If the river has, as thinks may be satis 
factory be proved, “ bored through ” Pettys 
plain, may not the name given by 
the Indians, to Green River, have some 
allusions to the change of its head, by 
boring through as I have supposed? 

See Historical Collections Vol. 5, p. 99 
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Grand Jurys Bill of Indictment vs Mary Os 
good Hist. Col 7 241 old series. 

Province of the Massachusetts (Anno R. & Reginal 
Bay in New England. Essex Ss I Guhidmi etr Mari 

ac {—} Anglic &c 
^Quarto. 


Anno Domini 1692 

The jurors for our sovereign lord and lady, 
the King & Queen, present that Mary Osgood, wife 
of Capt. John Osgood, of Andover, in the County 
of Essex, about eleven years ago, in the town 
of Andover aforesaid, wickedly, maliciously 
and feloniously, a covenant, with the Devil 
did make, and signed the Devil’s Book, & 

{■-J took the Devil to be her God, and 

consented to serve and worship him, and 
was baptized by the Devil, and renounced 
her former Christian baptism, and promised 
to be the Devil’s, both body and soul for 
ever, and serve him; by which diabolical 
covenant, by her made with the Devil, 
she the same Mary Osgood is become a 
detestable witch, against the peace of our 
sovereign lord and lady, the King and 
Queen, their crown and dignity and 

the 
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the laws in that case made and provided 
Billa vera. Robert Page, Farmer 
Ponit se. Non auf: —found 


Family of the Kelloggs. 

Of this family, Martin, Joseph Rebecca 
and Joanna were taken captive by 
the Indians, when Deerfield was destroyed 
in 1704. 

Joanna never returned, Rebecca lived at 
Cahnauwaga till grown up she was about 
three years old when taken. After her re 
turn married Benjamin Ashley of — 

Having become acquainted with the In 
dian language in Canada she was 
sent on a mission with Rev Gideon Haw 
ley of Mashpee in 1748, In a tedious 
journey through the wood on horseback 
and in canoes she underwent great 
hardships & died at Onohoghwaga 
on the Susquehana in 1757. 

Joseph was one of the best interpreters 
of New England and was employed on 
many occasions. For many year he was 
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stationed at fort Dummer—was at the treaty 
at Albany in 1754, and in 1756 attend 
ing Gnel Shirley on his expedition to 
Oswego in 17 he died at Schnectada 
Martin was a Capt. a remarkable 
man for courage and bodily strength 
was several times captured and carried 
to Canada by the Indians-many stories 
are related of his feats and expedition early life 
He lived sometime at Newington, near 
Farmington in Connecticut- was em 
ployed by Mr Sargeant at Mr Hollis’ 
school. Died about 1758. 

See Hist Collection 4. Hawley 
Letter. 

Note Onohoghwaga mentioned on the 
preceding page is Oghkwaga of Col 
Stone’s Brant (probably) 
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Copy of a Letter from Lt Col. Seth Pomroy 
Dated Lake George Sept. 10 1755, to his wife. 

My Dear and beloved Wife. 

Here follows an awful acct. (but blessed 
by God! Mercy was mingled with Judgment) 
Monday morning between 10 & 11 of the clock 
the Guns began to fire- abt three miles down 
the Road, where our 1,200 men mentioned in 
my Letter, wrote when the men marched 
off in the morning on Monday the 8 th . In 
stant. Continuing firing without any cessa 
tion. But to our great surprise, we soon saw 
some of our army returning; and thicker and 
faster they came and the French army pur 
suing. We in the camp immediately put our 
selves into the best position of defence we were 
capable of, having but a few minutes time 
to do it in. When our men had done 
coming, the French army appeared—they were 
in number (this we did not know but 
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since have got the knowledge) 1800. The regulars 

marched as near as I can tell 6 deep, in close order 

reached about 20 Rods in length. The Canadians 

& Indians at the left wing, helter skelter , the 

woods full, running with undaunted cover 

age right down hill upon us, expecting 

to make us flee as they had before done 

at Ohio. And just now done to our own 

men- The regulars kept their order till they 

came in about 20 Rods, then made a regu 

lar fire by Platoons- the irregulars and 

Indians behind trees within about 12 or 14 

Rods- and perhaps the hailstones from Hea 

von, have not been much thicker than 

their bullets came- But (blessed by God) 

yt died not in the least daunt or intim 

idate us- but with vigor and resolution 

returned the fire- Before 12 oclock this 

began, and held till about 5 after 

noon. Then we got the ground- But 

not one Indian was there on that 

ground- But French a great num- 
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ber, the as yet, how many, nobody ean is 
able to tell- the Indians, no doubt, drew 
off their dead, which, no doubt, were a 
great number. We have taken about 
27 Frenchmen- The Genl. of the French 
army, a gentleman well qualified for 
a Genl; but that is over with him I 
suppose, for he is judged to be mortally 
wounded. To his great surprise, lodged 
in our tents as a prisoner, when he had 
laid it out to have lodged there in 
Peace; which he tells us; and said he 
should have done, had not his men 
left him- But (blessed be God!) to whom 
alone it belongs, has given us the vie 
tory; so that we may sing of mercy 
as well as judgment. They at the car 
rying place, hearing our Cannon, 
determined we were attacked; sent 
out about 200 or 300 men who came 
upon the enemy, who had retreated, 
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to their great surprise; and fired upon them, 
and a smart engagement they had; but 
our men fought their way through and 
got to our camp, with but a little loss; 
so that upon the whole, all men of Judg 
ment will allow it to be the most mem 
orable Battle that ever was in America. 

The loss on their side, the Genl nor aid 
D Camp a French officer, our prisoner, 
are not able to tell; but say, that ano 
ther such battle-Crown Point and Cana 
da will be ours- But their whole coun 
try is engaged, so yt they will make 
another violent push upon us: But as 
God hath begun to show mercy I hope 
he will go on to be gracious, and send 
us all needfuled relief~ 

We have by the Genl and A.D. Camps 
papers, the number at Crown point- 
the No of officers & their Names- the num 
ber came against us 1800, some of the 
top and chief of Canada- a great No 
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of ‘em killed- The French Genl. says yt 
our army made the most regular re 
treat, that ever he heard of; had it 
not been for that (which was done 
by about 100 of our men) he should 
have cut them all off- But many 
of them fell in the battle, a number 
of brave officers, whose names ought 
(and doubtless will be) perpetuated to 
the latest Generations- Officers in our 
Regiment they being foremost and these 
men had the hotest fire; so more 
of our Regiment, dead, you will 
find than any others. There names 
dead in Battle viz. Col. Eph. Williams 
Maj. Noah Ashley, Capt Moses Porter 
Capt. Jona Ingersall, Capt Elisha 
Hawley (is yet alive but no hopes of 
his life) Liut. Danl Pomroy- Ensign 
Reuben Wait, Ensign Jno. Stratton. 

Number at Crown point 4000 
They have an account of our Num 

bers 
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bers- marches- Fort at the carrying place- 
Camp at Lake George- a detachment Rein 
forcement of 2000 men- those from Con 
nectct. a particular account that we have 
got by their papers I have not time t© 
now to tell; our officers bring so many 
of their dead, that the business is all de 
volved upon me- hardly one minutes 
time, now while I am but one Body 
or other coming, so I must be excused 
from adding. From yours &c. 

Seth Pomroy. 

Note 

This Letter was accompanied with 
a Return of killed and wounded in 
William Regiment; but was not very 
accurate, as appears by a subsequent 
one I found among Dr Williams Papers. 

It states 50 dead- 21 wounded- 27 French 
captives, of which 20 were wounded. Drawn 
up, the Col states, in haste. 

Account of the No killed in ye whole 
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Army (Johnson’s) 


Col. Titcombs Regt. 

35 

Col Williams 

50 

Col Ruggles 

37 

Connecticut 

39 

Rhode Island 

20 

New York 

10 
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Copy of a Letter from Dr Marsh, to William 
Williams (at Hatfield) Sept. 26 1755. 

Lake George 26 th Septr. 


D Sir. 


I this instant received yours 
of the 12 th Col. Pomroy red. another. The 
letters I imagine have been at Albany 
about a week. Col Pomroy has 
wrote several times since the date of 
these, and without (doubt) has given 
a true representation of the Battle 
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and all its circumstances, than I can, amidst 

sick and wounded, who take up the most 

of my time & thoughts; so much that I have 

hardly realized ye Death of our dear Friend 

who fell gloriously fighting in the defence 

of our country & privileges. The victory be 

[ ] is great and noble; but the loss 

of so many good men, the best in the Regiment army 

the best in the army- the loss itself, especially 

considered in its consequences, eclipses all the 

glory & darkens every prospect. In the 

first place, that the army should ly here 

a fortnight, in an enemy’s country, without 

the least fortification, is to me very sur 

prising; but that they should still con 

tinue in the defenceless posture even 

after they had heard of an Army not 

far off, is more surprising; but the aston 

most astonishing thing that happened was 

that Col Williams should go three miles 

from the camp with 1200 men, expecting 

an attack every minute, or at least that 

it was quite probable, and yet keep no 
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out scouts. I have often heard him 
speak of the very thing and the danger 
of marching without (it) that the Col 
W, should neglect this & give ye enemy the 
best advantage you can conceive of. 
is very remarkable. The enemy could 
not have had a more advantageous place 
nor our forces a worse. One thing more, 
which is, you desire to know, & most 
shocking and surprising to us, was the 
shameful retreat of a certain Gentleman 
“in the Army who brought up the rear” 
notwithstanding the express orders of our 
Dear friend, Col Williams, that no man 
retreat upon pain of death. This gentle 
man upon the first fire of the enemy 
gave express orders command retreat 
retreat left their friends (who fought vali 
ently while they lived) to fall a prey 
unto the hands of an enemy whose 
orders were the most shocking 
that ever were heard “neither to 
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give nor take any quarters . Agreable to the same 
we found Capt Porter & others butchered alive 
who were captivated by and without any wound 
The Gentleman whose conduct has been this 
surprising, you have doubtless seen at been 
acquainted with at N Haven. The Col and 
he, were peculiar good friends, which aggravates 
the thing, and makes ye sin unpardonable; 
for had they stood the ground tho they were 
under such disadvantages, I doubt not they 
would easily have drove him & had not 
those in the camp perceived their fire to draw 
nearer they would soon have issued forth 
to their assistance; but on the contrary 
hearing by the report they came nigher to ye 
camp every minute al they had to do was 
to put’em into a posture to engage ‘em. 

The enemy ‘tis true were confident of sue 
cess and behav’d with all the courage & 
resolution possible. I suppose one half of 
the 120 suppose 1200 who were [ ] 

attacked never fired a gun till they 
came within the camp- their fright was 
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so great, they disheartened many soldiers in 
the Camp, and they & many others, would 
have gone down, had not it been for the 
Genl. & other officers, who drew their swords 
& declared they would run ‘em thro: af 
ter they were once engaged they fought 
well. The Genls observation who we took 
prisoner was that “our men in ye morning 
fought light good boys, about noon, like 
men but in the afternoon like the devil.” 

The numbers of the enemy slain is not known 
An account [of] ours you have doubtless heard. 
In our Regt. 45 dead- 24 wounded. In the 
Army 216 dead- 96 wounded- The cruel 
treatment our regiment, who without 
any disparagement, was the best in the 
Army, you have doubtless heard, envy 
and malice seems to occasion. I hope for 
the honor of the Country without bringing 
into consideration the reflection upon 
Col. Pomroy, your honored Father, will 
exert himself in the affair, for if pos 
sible we have jump’d out of the frying 
pan into the fire. Capt Hawley is 
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dead- you will hear by the bearer Ensign 
Williams is not out of danger; but vastly 
better- his wound, work exceeding well & 
it is possible he may recover. You have heard 
the account of poison bullets &c. I would 
be more particular, but Mr Clarke 
was ready to set out when I received your 
letter- his company is gone & he impa 
tient. I hope to see you shortly & converse 
freely. Please to make my Compliments 
acceptable to all friends. Your sincere 
friend & humble servant 
Perez Marsh- 


PS. 

Whether we proceed this fall is now 
doubtful, & what will be determined I know 
not; but ‘tis generally believed that in the 
negative.”~ 

Note. Mr Marsh I suppose was Surgeons 
Mate in Williams Regiment. The 
Gentleman as alluded to as belonging to New 
Haven and who is censured for ordering 
a retreat, after the fall of Col. Williams 
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probably was Lt Col Whiting. Whether the 

censure was well founded appears to 

me doubtful. Admitting that he gave 

the order to retreat it appears to me, it was proper 

in any point of view. An attempt to 

have maintained the ground, circumstanced 

as the troops were, would have been 

the heighth of rashness, and probably 

would have resulted eventuated in the complete 

destruction of the whole detachment. Dieskaus po 

sition was highly advantageous, & 

the surprised troops were attacked 

on their sides; to have formed in any 

tolerable order, was impossible for 

raw troops, and difficult even for 

veteran regulars. The grand error 

was, in running into the ambuscade 

and this was the consequence of the 

order of March, without proper 

van and flash guards. With 

dire caution, the ambuscade might 

have been discovered, by the time 

the 
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main body had reached the ground at 
bloody pond; and in that case it might 
have formed in favorable position ground and 
if unable to maintain it, to have made 
a safe retreat to camp. By forming 
into two lines, with good flanking parties, 

1200 men could not have been destroyed 
by 1800. 

The panic of the surprised troops, especi 
ally raw men-, is no proof of their want 
of common bravery. Even Braddocks regu 
lars, in a similar case the same year made but a faint 
resistance. Col. Whiting was an officer 
I understand, much esteemed in the subse 
qent campaign; and was intrusted 
with important commands, on various 
occasions. 

The command of a body of militia is 
a most critical and undertaking. If the chief 
is duly cautious, it is attributed to fear, 
and without caution he is sure to be 
defeated, on meeting a skillful enemy. 
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Fort Dummer. 

On the 5 th October 1737, commission 
appointed by Gov. of Massachusetts 
met Ontausoogoe and other In 
dian Chiefs from the Cagnawaga 
tribe, at Fort Dummer and held 
a sort of treaty and speeches were 
made by Ontausoogoe in which 
he evinced a desire to remain 
at peace with the English whom 
he calls Brothers the Broadway . 

“Two years past (says he) I was here; 
the matter then delivered to us 
was that the old covenant 
of peace should and unity be 
tween our Brother Broadway 
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& us might be continued. We now, return 
in answer, for our three Tribes, that our 
desire is yt it might remain firm 
& unshaken; and do for ourselves from 
our heart promise that the covenant 
shall not be broken on our part; but 
[ ] there should be any breach, 

it shall begin on yours: And the 
God of Heaven, who now sees us, & 
knows what we are doing, be wit 
ness for our sincerity- “And then 
laid down a belt of wampum. 

Col. I. Williams papers 

Col. Ephraim Williams Last will and 
Testament was made at Albany July 
22, 1755; Israel Williams & John Worth 

inton 
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were the Executors- Witnesses Wm Williams 
Jr. Noah Belding & Richd Cartwright. 

After several devises to his friends, he 

gives directs that “the remaining part of lands not 

yet devised disposed of shall be sold 

at the discreation of my Executor, within 

five years after an established peace 

and the interest of the money-and 

also the interest of my money arising 

from my Bonds & notes shall be ap 

propriated towards the support and 

maintainance of a free school in a 

township west of Fort Mass, commonly 

called the west township) forever. Provided 

the said township fall within the 

Jurisdiction of the Province of Massa 

chusetts Bay- and provided also 

that the Governor & Genl Court give 
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the said township the name of Williams- 
Town. And it is my further will and 
desire that if there should remain any 
monies of the above donation for the said 
school, it be given towards the support of 
a school in the East township, where the 
Fort now stands. But in case the above 
provisions are not complied with, then it 
is my will and desire that the Interest 
of the above mentioned monies be appro 
priated to some pious uses in manner 
& form as directed in the former part 
of this my last will & testament.” 

To his history and well beloved friend John 
Worthington he gives, among other things, 

“my French fire arm, my case of pistols & 
hanger in case the French don’t get 
them .” 

In 1752 Col E Williams was a Deputy 
Sheriff in Hampshire County under Oliver 

Partridge. 
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By a letter from Isaac Miller Sept. 4, 1772 

to Col. Israel Williams, from Dummerston, It 

appears that 16 gentlemen one Col. Williams received a tittle from 

Connecticut of the equivalent lands above 

fort Dummer. The same gentleman had a 

Deed of the same lands from the Indians 

Miller was employed in 1767 to lay out a 

township at that place; also, by Jeremiah 

Dummer, agent of the 4 Governments to 

take care of said farm , before it was 

laid out. 

From Col I Williams Papers 


In nov. 26 1751 Gov. Phipps wrote to 
Capt Ephraim Williams, by three French 
protestants, that are come over with ex 
pectation of settling upon the Promised 
land voted by the Genl Court for 
foreign Protestants. Capt Williams was 
ordered to supply them from with public stores 



263 


such provisions as they wanted while exploring 
the country in the western parts, and to 
show them the lands in his neighborhood, des 
tined by the Genl Court for foreign pro 
testants. ~ 

In march 8 1756. Revd. Jonathan Ashley 
writes to Col. I Williams (then at Boston) a 
letter in behalf of Mrs Stearns & her family 
The woman was has been sorrowful ever 
since her husband went away; and since his 
death is ready to sink with grief- She is 
left with 10 Children- are deprived of their 
Lands at No 4 by the wars. Four of the 
children are men grown & fit for busi 
ness; the 3 rd & 4 th sons were with him in Nov 
a Scotia, one is come home the other there 
still 

Williams Papers 

The above Mrs Stearns was the wife 
of Capt. Phinehas Stearns the gallant de 
fender of No 4 (Charlestown) in 1747. 

See his Letter page 62 
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Continued from page after Dartmouth College (p 211) 

of attracting attention, and of acquiring fame 

if his theme be the adventures of well fought [ ] 

with all their vicissid vicissitudes of hope [ ] 

disaster and success. For our parts, we are of 

opinion that the Bella, the herd horrida Bel 

la, are subjects which require no com 

mon talents degree of skill and judgment to 

render attractive in the pages of a book. The 

operations of campaigns, if considered in re 

lation to politics, become mere matters of 

history, and form not the most interesting 

parts of history; if they be related scientific 

cally, they are not even understood in 

telligible but to the military profession, 

and they become interesting to the general 

reader only when they are judiciously 

related in detail, so as to exhibit person 

al adventure, the heroism of some gallant 

bands, and the breathless hopes and fears 

of parties or of individuals in feats of 

noble daring and of heroic resistance. 

To these sources of interest, we must 

also 
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add the strictures of military habits, the soldier’s 
life in camps, the bivouac , the surprise, the 
triumph and entry into captured towns, and with 
all this kindred associations as felt by the indi 
vidual soldier. These form the amusement 
of military works, but they must be confined 
almost to individual feelings, for when such 
points of interest are generalized and applied 
to large armies, they case to be points of in 
terest to the feelings, and become mere matters 
of historical knowledge.” 

London Mag. 84- p 258. 


Affair at Greenfield in 

A lad, by the name of Hall was sent from Green 
field street with a horse to a pasture (a small 
distance north of Col Samuel Wells present saw mill) 
A party of Indians were near the road, but 
they permitted the boy to pass on, probably with 
an intent to seize him on his return. For some 
reason he suspected the Indians were in the 
woods and took the precaution to return 
at a distance from the road- As he was 
passing on he saw an Indian sitting be- 
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hind a stump watching the road, and 
having a gun with him he presented fire 
and killed the Indian, and by a rapid flight 
reached home. A party advanced to the 
place (or near the place) and found where 
a party of Indians had laid behind a 
log which they had covered with boughs 
to cover secrete themselves. This was in a field 
near the road north of Well’s mill, now 
owned by Mr. Preston. Mr John Graves 
of Greenfield, I am informed, can give 
more particulars of the affair; and 
probably the time . I think it must 
have been 1756. 


Extract from Dr John Aikins Word for 
Philosophy . 

Philosophy, understood in its proper sense of “The 
love of wisdom” or of truth, which is the same 
thing) is the only principle to be relied on, 
not only for meliorating the state of the 
world, but for preventing a relapse to 
barbarism. If she be excluded from all 
guidance of human affairs, in whose hands 

shall 
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shall it be placed? In those of Ambition 
of Avarice, of Ambition, of Bigotry? She may 
have had her moments of delirium, but she 
is essentially the votary of Reason, and pos 
sesses within herself the power of correcting 
her own errors. Policy, if she be not called 
in as a consellor, degenerates into craft; and 
Religion, without her direction, into super 
stition. They who are afraid of her search 
ing spirit, must be conscious of something 
that will not bear the light of investi 
gation. They are foes to the truth, because 
the truth is not in them” 

Memoir of Dr Aikin by Lucy 
Aikin 1 Vol 


Major Rogers 

From a letter Joseph Low P.M. 

Concord N Hampshire July 18 1825 
I am informed that Arthur Rogers, a 
son of Major R. Rogers now resides in 
that town. He was once an attorney 
publickly educated; but his faculties im 
proved in consequence of his habits. The 
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The letter mentions Col. Thomas Task 
of New Durham a grandson of the old 
Major Task who served in the war 
of 1755. 

Mr Low promises to send something 
respecting Major Rogers, provided he 
can obtain any thing from his son 
see next page 

Date of some of the lives of the deceased men of note in 


Deerfield taken from their grave stones (Old yard) 
Deceased aged 

Mehuman Hisdel May 9 1736 63d-the 

first male child born in Deerfield-twice taken by Indians 
Jonathan Wells Esqr Jany 3 1738 80 th 

(a leading man of the town) 

Capt John Catlin Sept 24 1758 56 

Rev John Williams June 29 1729 65 th 

his wife (Born 1664) March 1, 1703/4 40 

Dr Thomas Williams Sept 28 1775 57 

Jonathan Ashley Esqr May 30 1787 49 th 

Rev. Jonathan Ashley August 28 1780 68 th 

Lt. Jonathan Hoyt May 23 1779 92 

wife 90 years of Age 
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Stockbridge 

Deceased 

aged 

Col. Ephraim Williams the Elder 

August 11 1754 

(633 

Maj Elijah Williams 

July 10 1771 

59 

Elijah Williams jr 

March 24 1793 

48 

Col. John Hawks 

June 24 1784 

77 th 

Maj. Seth Catlin 

March 19 1798 

63 

David Sexton Esqr 

Sept 21 1800 

66 

Maj. David Dickinson 

Jany 14 1808 

62 

Dr Ebenr Barnard 

Majr. Selah Barnard 

Col David Field 

Samuel Field Esqr 

John Williams Esqr 

Dr Elihu Ashley 

April 14 1790 

45 th 


John Farmer of Concord NH writes me that Maj 
Rogers was bom at Methuen (Mass) 1727 son 
of James Rogers who came from Ireland & finally 
settled at Dunbarton where he was shot 
by mistake for a Bear, died in London May or 
June 1795. He left but one Child Arthur Rogers 
now residing at Concord N.H. 

See Farmer Letter of May 17 1825 
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1755 Officers under Johnson 
Names of Officers in the Campaign under 
General Johnson 1755 from a journal of 
Dr Thomas Williams, who was one. 

Col. Ruggles, Col Titcomb. Lt Col Bagley Capt 
Hitchcock Dr Putnam. Genl Lyman 
Maj. Hoar, Capt Titcomb-Dr Marsh Dr 
Pynchon Dr Vandyke. Company Emerson 
Col Ephraim Williams. Lt Col Pomroy ( Dr Flynt) 
Capt Hays. Capt Porter Mr Williams (Revd.) 

Col. Pitkin Maj. Dennison Capt Davis Bishop 
Williams- Col Gilbert- Capt Payson- Capt 
Whitcomb- Major White- Capt Burk- Lt Nixon 
Capt Pattison- Col Gutridge Col. Blanchard 
(Willard) 

Taking Pike 

August 11. Maj. Dennison went down the River 
(From fort Edward) with a party & took 30 Pike 
some weighing 10 or 12 pounds. 

Col. Lydias carrying place , about 8 miles above 
fort miller falls mentioned- Suppose Fort Edward 
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Extracts from Whitney’s History of the County of Worcester 
Worcester (town) is part of a tract of land called by 
the aborignials Quinsigamond . In Oct 24 th 1668 
a township about 8 miles square was granted to 
Daniel Gookin, Daniel Hinchman, Thomas Prentice 
and other associates; but the settlement of the place 
was prevented until 1685. The town was incorpo 
rated the year before (1684)- In 1723 several 
families moved to the place. In 1702 the wife 
of Dickery Sergeant & two of the children were 
killed by the Indians and thence children were carried into 
captivity & Elisha Ward was supposed to be killed. The war raged with such fury that 
the town was depopulated. On the 21 st October 
1713 Jonas Rice with his family moved to the place 
In 1719 a meeting house was erected and Rev. Andrew Gard 
ner first minister was ordained. Succeeded by Isaac 
Burr in 1725. 


Lancaster (eldest town in the Country) In 1665 
1645 Sholan alias Shaumaww proprietor 
of Nashawogg and sachem of the Nashaways 
who lived in Waushacum (in Sterling) made 
a deed of Nashawogg to Thomas King, John 

Prescot 



Major Simon Willard belonged to Lancaster 
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Prescot, Harmon Garret, Thomas Skidmore 
Mr Day, Mr Symonds & others, ten miles 
in length & eight in breadth, under these re 
strictions, that the English should not molest 
the Indians in their hunting, fishing, or usual 
planting places. And the Genl Court confirmed 
the deed. Richard Linton, Laurence Waters 
and John Ball were to first inhabitants. 

Town incorporated May 18 1653. 

On the 22d August 1675 George Bemet, Wilheim 
Llagg, Jacob Larrar, Joseph Wheeler, Mordeca 
MacLoad with his wife & two of their children 
were killed in different parts of the town. 

On the 10 th Lebruary 1676 Phillip attacked the 
town in five distinct bodies, burned most of 
the unfortified buildings and killed Jonas Lairbank 
Joshua Lairbank, Richard Wheeler, Ephraim 
Sawyer, Henry Larran & Mr Ball & his wife, 
and destroyed Rev Mr Rowlandsons house 
& fort in which were 42 people. Of these 
Mr Divol, Abraham Joslin, Daniel Gaines 
Thomas Rowlandson, William and Josiah 
Kerley, John Mae Load, John Kettle & his 
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two sons Josiah Divol &c &c were slain or reserved 

for torture. The wife of Capt Kerley and of Ephraim 

Roper were killed in attempting to escape and 

many other women & children carried into cap 

tivity among whom was the Consort of Rev Mr 

Rowlandson, with 3 children. Capt Wadsworth 

then at Marlborough with 40 men marched im 

mediately for the relief of the place & forced the enemy 

to quit it: About 6 weeks after Wadsworth 

left the town with the remainder of the inhabitants 

except John Roper who was killed the same 

day. and soon after the buildings were reduced 

to ashes save two. thus the town continued about 

4 years- On the 18 July 1692 an attack was 

made on the house of Peter Joslin, his wife & 

children & widow Whitcomb killed. Some 

carried into captivity. In 1695 Abraham 

Wheeler was killed. Sept 11 1697 town attacked 

as the people were out at labor- killed 

Rev John Whiting & 2 others & wounded many 

of the family of Hudson, Roper, Skait, Rugg 

Fairbanks & Hudson Captured several 

In 1704 large force attacked (31 st July) attacked 

the town killed Liut Nathaniel Wilder 

Abraham How, John Spaulding & Benjamin Hutch 

ins 



274 


Capt How with a company from Marlborough 
marched for to assist the people- Capt Tying 
commanded the garrison. Enemy attacked by 
the people who were drawn back to the town- 
Meeting house & six other building burned 
A French officer of distinction mortally wounded- 
In 1704 (Oct. 26) Rev Mr Gardner on 
sentry was accidentally shot coming out 
of his sentry box by one of the inhabitants 
who supposed Gardner to be an enemy. 

Oct. 15 1705 Thomas Sawyer. Elias Saw 
yer & John Bridgeman Biglow were aptured 
at a garrisoned house at dawn of day- 
Thomas carried to Montreal employed as 
Mechanics to build saw mill &c. & 
returned home. 

July 16 1707 Jonathan Write killed 
August 18 Do 24 indians came to Marl 
borough & captured Jonathan Wilder 
of Lancaster. Next day 30 people pur 
sued them to new Stirling, attacked & 
killed nine of the Indians- they killed Wilder 
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English list John Farran & Richard Singletary; Eph 
raim Wilder & Sami Stevens wounded. 

August 10- 1710 a servant man killed by an 
ambuscade Nathaniel & Oliver Wilder escaped. 

This the last mischief done at Lancaster- In 
corporate 1653.- 

Mendon (Quanshipauge) Incorporated 

1667. eight miles square 

on 14 July 1675 four of five people killed 

Brookfield. ( Quaboag) 

Granted to people of Ipswich 20 May 1660- 

six miles square- Incorporated Oct 15- 1673 

In 1719 granted to 8 miles square 

Destroyed in 1675. People ambuscaded at Momini 

misset a narrow pass between a steep Hill and 

a thick swamp. 4 or 5 miles beyond/west of Wichaboag pond 

now in New Braintree. 

House defended was a little to the S.E. of the west 
praish meeting house- on an eminence- 
Capt Hutchinson died of his wound at Marl 
borough and there buried. 

August 1692 Joseph Wobots wife killed & Mason 
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& some children- others killed not long after 

6 Thomas Battis riding express to Hadley killed 
at Belchertown- after- John Wolcot 

a lad taken carried to Canada- remained 6 or 

7 years and in March 1728, in time of peace, 
killed coming down Con. River with furs 
1710. July 20. six/several killed at Brookfield 
Eben Hayward & others. (The last mischief) 

Leicester granted 1713 to Col Joshua Lamb 
of Roxbury & others. Indian name Towtaid 

8 miles square. 

Rutland ( Nauquag) at first 12 miles square 
Ded to Henry Willard, Joseph Rowlandson 
Jos. Loster Benjamin Willard Cyprican 
Steams for £23 currency, from by several 
Natick Indians Deer 22-1686- 

In 1723 Rev. Joseph Willard killed 
Deacon Joseph Stevens & 4 sons making 
hay surprised by 5 indians - the father escaped 
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two sons killed & Phinehas & Isaac captured 

Phinehas was afterwards Capt Stearns the hero 

of Charlestown. Mr Willard was met by the 

Indians attacked and after a violent struggle 

for his life killed Phinehas Steams saw the 

struggle, and was carried to Canada. Mr Willard 

was once settled at Sunderland. Prior to 1721 confirmed shot 

August 3, 1724 three persons killed & 

one wounded- (last mischief done) 

Westborough Incorporated 1717. 

August 8-1704 Several Boys taken 
when spreading flax (3 or 4 one) Adonyah Rice 
carried to Canada- lived north of St Laurens 
near Montreal. Indian name Assaunaw 
gootan ( See my Indian Wars ) Silas lived 
at Cagnawaga- his name Tookanowuas 
Timothy, made a chief at Cagnawaga 
his name Oughtforangoutghtan (See my 
Indians wars.) He visited Westborough 
after he was grown up- knew the place 
& some old people- forgot his language- 
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He made a speech to Genl Gage (inserted in the 
public prints) on behalf of the Cagnawagas 
soon after the reduction of Montreal. 

When the old Sachem (Ountassogo) of the 
Cagnawagas, met Gov. Belcher at Deerfield 
at the conference , he made a visit to 
Boston & stopped a while at Westborough 
Ashel Rice saw him & knew him to be 
one of the Indians who took him - he re 
turned home soon. 

Lunenburg. 

In 1749 two soldiers Jennings & Blodget 
killed Mr John Fitch & family carried 
into Captivity- all returned excepting Mrs 
Fitch who died in Canada (See my 
Indians Wars page 251) 

Hardwick Lambstown Conveyed 

by John Magus & Lawrence Nassow and 10 

Indians to Joshua Lamb & others. 1686 

at first 6 miles square 

Petersham (Nichewang) Granted 1733 

to soldiers for compensation for services and Capt John White of 

Lancaster 
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Northborough set off from Marlborough in 1717 
a few families settled in 1700. 

August 1707- two women out a little way 
from the fort, gathering herbs were pursued 
by Indians; one got in, the other Mary Good 
enow was taken carried over a brook into 
the edge of Marlborough & there nyh sandy 
hill she was killed & scalped. The enemy 
were pursued by Marlborough people and 
were over taken in Lancaster (now the part 
called Sterling) and a battle ensured- & John 
Farran and Richard Singletary killed- 
The Indians fled- Mrs Goodenows grave 
is still to be seen ~ 

Narragansit Grants . In 1728 application 
was made to Genl Court for a reward for service 
done in the Narragansit war, and the Court 
granted two townships of 6 miles square- 
But notice was given to all who did service 
in said war, or their legal heirs to bring in 
a list of their names at the next session 
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When 840 appeared and were approved as 
legal claimants. Being so numerous and upon 
further application the Court granted 5 town 
ships more in 1732, assigned 120 proprietors 
to each, on condition 60 families be settled 
in each place, with a minister, in the space 
of 7 years from date of grant, reserving in 
each one right for the minister, one for 
the ministry and one for the school; the 
government to be at the expense of laying 
out the townships 

The claimants met at Boston (on the 
Common) and dividing themselves into 7 classes 
agreed to draw lots for the townships. The 
towns were Numbered- No 1- located back of 
Saco & Scarborough; No 2- north of Wachusett hill 
No 3. at Souhegan west; No 4 at Amouscoggin; 

N5 at Souhegan east; N6 west of No. 2. and 
No 7 was not located- Westminster is sup 
posed to be “south town land out for 
the Narragansit soldiers.” 



281 


Remarks made on a Tour to the Hudson 
and Saratoga Springs Oct 1825 

Tuesday. Took seat in the stage at Newtons 
in Greenfield, at 1 ’ oclock in the morning. 
Breakfasted at Thayers Charlemont. 
at this time the weather proved rainy. 

At Zoar was joined by the Rev. Preserved Smith 
of Rowe, who had agreed to accompany me 
After rather a tedious ride over the moun 
tain through Adams, Williamstown we 
arrived at Coxe’s in Hancock and dined 
at a late hour. Continued our tour through 
Sandy lake & Bath to Albany. Our passage 
was rendered disagreeable from the crowd 
of passengers in the stage the number & some 
times amounting to 15, part of whom 
were mounted in front, with the driv 
er; and not infrequently one or more 
were perched upon the top of the 
Carriage. If our number at any time 
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became minus one we generally found 
it plus two soon after by the addition 
of passengers. Before we arrived at 
Bath he night became so dark and 
foggy that it was difficult to put the 
horses out of a walk, and the clock 
had tolled 11 before we arrived at 
Preston’s in Albany. In general the 
postillions on the route are found to 
be acquainted with their business: but 
much [ ] was evinced in their conduct. 

It was not difficult to obtain their 
promises to convey us to places which 
they well knew lay off not on their route 
For example, we wished to be set down 
at Troy instead of Albany, and we were 
told the stage would pass through that 
place; but on an exchange of drivers 
we could hear no farther of Troy 
nor did we believe there was the 
last intention of fulfilling their 
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promise when they made it. This [ —} 
ing to the honorable mind, to observe the 
deception of people of the profession if [ —} 
be allowed the term. Promises have no 
force with them, the moral sense seems 
to be wholly extinct and the itch for 
money seems to efface [ ] honorable 

feeling obligations. Is the depravity? I think it 
i&r-f— ] of a deep [ — ]. I do not however 
consider it hereditary but acquired. 

I regretted that the darkness of the night 

prevented me from viewing distantly the Sand 

Lake as it is called in the town which 

bears this name. It extended along 

the left of our road more than a mile f —\ presenting an 

appearance similar to like a canal. During our 

nights route it was curious to ob 

serve the reflection of our Lamp from appearance of the brush & 

trees which reflected cast a beautiful soft 

yellow reflected from the leaves which 

had lost their [ ]. Another 

appearance was to me singular. Casting 



284 


my eye forward to forwheels of the car 

riage I noticed something flying in the 

air perfectly similar to large flakes of 

snow, in a circular motion. On noticing 

more particularly the phenomenon I found that the light 

proceeded from little masses of mud 

thrown off the wheels by their centrifi 

gal motion and reflecting, in a 

very brilliant manner, the rays of 

our Lamps. I could no longer won 

der at the bright appearance of the 

moon & planets, by reflection from 

the sun. 

At Albany we put up at Prestons 
formerly of Greenfield. A good tolerable 
house. In the fornoon of the next 
day we visited at Albany City- the Canal 
Bason- steam boats &c. The City appeared 
presented much of the aspect of my 
former visits, and there was not 
the appearance of many new building. 

The steam boats look elegantly 



285 


and presented scenes of busy preparation 
for sailing. One cast off from the wharf 
while we were present and took its 
rapid course down the River loaded 
with passengers for New York- Fare 
3 dollars for the passage. What a try 
umph of science over the rude arts of 
uninformed men! Had our fathers 
been told that we their children sons 
should be witnesses to the working of 
ships by the power of steam, they 
would have smiled at the prediction 
and considered it as the the visionary 
speculation of the theoretical philoso 
pher. On visiting the Bason in the 
River at the northerly part of the city, 
we found it a large body collection of wa 
ter in the form of a parallelogram 
of about a mile in length & 20 rods 
in width, over which are two 
Bridges supported by piers. The 
water is supplyed by the canal at 
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the upper and and separated from 
that if the river by an embankment 
supported by timber, promising but 

a short duration {■- j. At the upper end 

of the Bason boats enter by a lock, and 
at the opposite sloops pass, in the same 
manner. 

From Albany we proceeded in a stage 
to Troy, and calling at Hanks shop 
at Gibbonsville I left my surveying compass to be 
repaired. Mr Hanks has several sorts 
of instruments for mathematical oper 
ations: one for leveling and taking alti 
tudes and common surveying; but it 
appeared to me too small for accurate ob 
servations. Here spirit levels are 
made upon the English construction 
and if required, will be warranted good. 

A stage being ready to start for water 
ford, we tarried but a few minutes 
in Troy, and after passing Lansing 
burgh a place of no great business 
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arrived at Demarasts in Waterford where 
we dined. In an extra stage we then pro 
ceded 15 miles up the River through Mech 
icville & Stillwater village to Hitchums at 
Bemus heights, the fortified camp of Genl 
Gates in our revolutionary war, where 
we lodged and found good quarters. 
Resolving to give the battle grounds a 
thorough reconnaissance, in the morning we 
sat out on foot and toured the fields 
once the scene of “busy preparation, 
military ardour and patriotic valor 
My companion, Mr Smith was one of 
the heroes who immortalized who im 
mortalized themselves in the capture 
of General Burgoynes army, appeared 
alive to the many associations connected 
with that important event. We first 
paced the lines of Gates camp, which 
in some parts still remain furrow 
the ground, particularly on the left 
flank. The old Red house the head 
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quarters of Gates was not passed without 
notice. This my companion well recollected 
and he showed me pointed to the place where 
he had been planted as a centinel. The 
Bam which stood a little east of the 
house, and in which many of the 
wounded were deposited, has disappeared. 

He pointed me to the spot where 

28 heroes men [ —} were interred in one grave. 

after the Battle of the 7 th of Oct. 

After passing Nelson’s farm the frequent post of Col Morgan we arrived 

at a wood where his my companions regiment com 

manded by Col Woodbridge was drawn 

up on the right of Gates line, in the 

battle of Oct 7 th , 1777. From this place 

we traversed the fields to the spot where 

Burgoynes left right flank was [_] 

in the Battle of that day, beyond which 

to the north formed in [ —} on the crest of an eminence formed in [ ] stood Ashlands 

veteran grenadiers, the hottest point of 

the sanguinary day. Burgoynes line 

extended from this point westerly to 

the high grounds, an extent of about 1/3 of a 

mile where Fraziers elite was posted with 
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Lord Earl Babarras Lt infantry on his right. Eight Ten pieces 

of cannon were distributed along the line two of 

which were 12 pounders posted on the rising 

ground north left flank centre of the left wing. Old Mr Walker 

whose house is a little in the rear of the 

ground occupied by Burgoynes line 

pointed out the spot where formerly stood a cottage 

and small Barn just in the rear of the 

line, the same marked in Burgoynes plan. 

The left of the line maybe known by a popular 

standing on the east side of the road, marked 

with the initials of some person. After viewing 

this sanguinary spot, we passed down the 

road towards Walkers Blacksmith shop and 

found ourselves on the spot where Frazier 

received his mortal wound, while forming 

his light infantry into a 2d line, near the spot also 

fell mortally wounded Sir Frances Clark Burgoynes aid de 

Camp. 

Proceeding northerly about at 50 rods we arrive at 
the house of John Walker the younger on a small an elevation 
which with several others extending north were occupied 
by Fraziers elite during most of the Battle 
of the 19 th September. Here Fearned 
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was engaged toward the close of the day of 19 th with Frazer at the close of the 

day, and near Walkers Barn here stood Acklands grenadiers 

opposed to Marshalls Samuels Regiment at when dark 

ness commenced. Near the his Barn yard, Mr 

ef young Walker had just disinterred the skeleton f —} 

of Man killed in the action. A ball had 

perforated the scull in back part 

and the a circular piece cut out by the stroke was 

found, exactly fitting the perforation. 

The bones indicated a man of a large size 
from which, and knowing it to be the 

position of Achlands Grenadiers in the final action I concluded 
he must have been one of that Corps. 

Continuing our canvas along Frazers the heights north 

erly, we turned across lower ground, and 

rose upon a hill, covered with trees 

of a recent growth, the Post of Col Brey- 

man in the Battle of the 7 th of October 

The fortification here erected was a temporary work 

of logs and rails and has been de 

molished. Here the late Gov Brooks of 

Massachusetts made his gallant charge 
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at the head of Jacksons regiment 

on Breymans Grenadiers, and penetrated a few 

few moments minutes before Arnold galloped in through 

a sally port and received his wound. Passing 

over the hill we descended to a beautiful opening 

on the east side where was the camp 

of Breymans German Brigade commenced back of which is 

a ravine and Brook leading into the great 

ravine . Here Where the veteran Breyman was 

found mortally wounded, taken up and 

sent to Gates head quarters, where he died 

and was buried. 

Leaving this spot we passed on southeast 
over the ground where stood the two block 
houses stormed by a detachment of Brocks 
regiment, in the same action, and through 
a copse of wood to the road in the rear 
of the farmed field of Freman. Along the 
road, still flanked with woods, Burgoyne 
formed the 9 th 21 st , 62d & 20 British Regiments and Jones 
Brigade of Guns, previous to the commence 
ment of the Battle of the 19 th , while Maj. 

Foster with the British van pressed into 
the field and engaged Morgan on it. 

South margin, near Freemans Barn 
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who and and was repulsed, driven back by Morgan to the British 
line in the woods, and he Morgan in turn 
broken and driven back into the woods 
south of the Field. 

On a small elevation within the Field 
we entered the house of Mr Leggett who 
now occupies owns the Freemans farm, where we were 
presented with balls and fractured implements 
of musketry, found on the bloody field. 

A piece of the guard was marked XX proba 

bly the number of the regiment. Traversing 

south we passed Leggetts Barn and across 

a small ravine to the a rise, the southerly post of Bal 

carras light infantry in the action of 

the 7 th ; a few rods west of which is ano 

ther rise which was fortified & occupied by the same 

troops in the same action. The heights on 

which Leggitts hous & Barn are situated 

was occupied by the British 62d Regiment 

in the first action: and here that corps 

under Col Anstruther suffered severely 

from the fire of the Americans in the 

margin of the woods south of Freeman 

field. 
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The heights south of Leggetts Barn then strongly for 
tified is the place where Arnold made 
his desperate attack on Bacarras with Pattersons Brigade 
in the Battle of the 7 th and was finally 

was repulsed, with considerable loss & he entangled in the abbatis To the north In the rear 

and east and the left of Freemans Leggitts house 

was the British camp, after the first Battle 

extending easterly about a mile to the 

hills bordering on the present canal and meadow. 

The fortifications which are constructed in front are now nearly 

obliterated. The country about the Fields 

at the time of the actions was covered with 

woods, but in many places now presents 

open grounds Fields under cultivation. North of 

Freeman field the woods are still standing 

and present the exact features of 1777. 

To give an accurate representation of the two 

actions a plan upon an extensive field 

scale is necessary. In passing over this in 

teresting ground the feelings of my companion seemed 

to be highly excited by the many remin 

iscences which rushed upon his mind. 

and the circumstance of our visit happen 

ing on the 48 th anniversary of the 2d Battle 
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gave presented the various series of the 
Battle in a most impressive point of view. 

To walk unconcerned over such ground 
once the field of blood and carnage of 
individual exploits & sufferings- of occasion 
al fear and triumph, must have exacted 

sensations when none but not easily to be dissembled viewed by one 

destitute of military order 

On our return to Hutchens Tavern we 

entered on board of a freight boat and pro 

ceded up the canal about 2 Vi mile, to 

Smiths Tavern in the centre of Burgoynes 

Hospital Camp, the house in which 

the unfortunate Frazer breathed out 

his last exclamations, Oh fatal am 

bition! Oh my poor dear wife! Oh poor 

General Burgoyne! See Mrs Reidesels memoir. 

The following morning we traversed the 
ground in various directions designating the 
places most noted for interesting events 
and among others the hill on which 
Frazer was buried, under the fire 
of the american artillery as related 


-i-See Mrs Reidesels Journal 
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by Genl Burgoyne. In the fomoon we 

left this interesting spot in the stage, and pro 

ceding to Schulerville at Fish Creek the scene 

of Burgones last struggle, passing, on our 

route, the British camp taken up at 

Swords house about a mile above Smith 

and the elevated ground on which the British 

Army halted at Dovecote , or Van Vechtens 

Creek, on it their retreat to Saratoga. This 

place is rendered memorable from the 

interesting relation- Burgoyne had given respecting 

Lady H Achland, who here embarked in 

a boat and [ ] the river to Gates 

camp attended by Mr Brudennnel the 

Chaplain of the artillery. A little south 

of the eld gate of the old Church at 

Saratoga we noticed the place where 

Genl Gates encamped his army on the 

night of the 10 th of October. 

After a short respite at the stage house 
we set out in a very hot day to recon 
nitre the camp of Burgoyne on the 

heights which extended along the heights from a point op 
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posite to the mouth of the Battenkill to an 
elevation height about % of a mile south west of 
our Tavern, now partially covered with 
woods, and presenting the traces of the British 
works, the head quarters of Burgoyne 
the strongest point of his position: 

Here my companion found himself on interest 
ing ground & with hasty steps we proceeded 
to the spot, where he with his regiment was once drawn 
up in line in the woods within a few rods of the Breast 
works, prepared for an [ ] on the mom of 11 th 

So [ ] this a [ ] to [ ] as necessary. 

On the night of the tenth Gates was led to 
believe that Burgoyne, heaving his fire 
burning and a few packets had retreated 
up the right bank of the river, on 
which he gave orders for a forward move 
ment to seize carry the British Camp work & Early in 
the morning being foggy Nixon & Glover Brigade past 
fish Creek in the meadow below the site of Schuyler house 
& were fired upon by the British park 
of artillery, the fog breaking away the 
British army was seen drawn up [ ] 

for an attack. Nixon & Glover then 



297 


recrossed the creek and fell back to their 
former camp. Adjutant Genl Wilkinson finding 
that Gates had been wholly deceived in his 
information, put spurs to his horse and 
crossing fish Creek at a mill % of a mile above 
Schuylers found Morgan Learned, Pathersons Brigade & 

Woodledges regiment of militia drawn up in Len and 

advancing through the woods to assault the 

British Lines on the crest of the an eminence 

In front of the words for about 4 rods the woods trees had been 

cut down & sharpened to a strong abbatis 

& Woodbridges Regmt on the Right of the Line 

had laid down their packs & approached within two rods of the 

opening and were on the point of engaging 

the British lying don under the parapet 

when Wilkenson rode up and ordered directed the 

Colonel to fall back, on which the line [ ] 

came about & retired about 6 rods to lower 

a [ ] in the ground out of sight of the enemy. Some Individ 

uals then advancing & covering themselves 

behind trees, opened a scattering fire on the 

British from whom they received a scattering & received theirs in return 
fire. My companion pointed me to a 
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large pine still standing behind which he could himself 

not exceeding 6 rods from the British Breast 

work where he with 2 others narrowly escaped the fire 

of the enemy British . After running at the tree one 

time he fell back to the regiment, and 

soon after the whole retreated to the Fish 6 rods 

opposite to the mills and hove up 

lines of defence fer-f— j. In the mean 

time Learned & Patterson Brigade with 

Mrogans corps and the left approached the works & 

were on the point of assaultg there 

when Wilkinson came up and informed them 

of the result of the [—\ movement in the 

meadow and advised an immediate retreat 

on which Learned who commanded the 

two Brigades, ordered the line to fall back a retreat & the 

whole fell back : at the moment 

the British opened their fire and 

a few men were killed. The two Brig 

adges then have up lines of defence and the whole 

remained in their position until Burgoyne 

capitulated. Crossing the creak at the mills my companion alse pointed me 
to the spot where he engaged a reconnoitering party of 
British the night of the tenth. The war on the point of 
the hill near the turn of fish creek. 
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After viewing the grounds about Schylervill, 

the Canal and aquaduct & several cannon balls 

dug out the ground in the creation, we 

engaged a coach & proceeded 12 miles to Saratoga 

Springs and took quarters at a public house 

the boarding houses being generally shut. 

The waters though still exhilarating were 
not drank with the pleasure one experiences 
in the hot season, when every pore is exuding 
the redundant moisture of the body, but its 
effects as a cathartic were not dissimilar. 

A visit to the springs, at the season, exhib 
its an aspect totally different from that 
seen, when the tropical sun is pouring 
its ray in full with vigor. Then the visitants 
are seen in crowds, traversing the street 
in all the gaity of fashion, let me add 
in all the extravagance and empty show 
of the dandy , at the spring huddled in 
groups, we then behold the gay & 
the grace-, the belle & the beaux- the 
feeble lame totering on crutches and the 
pale [ ] feebly measured tracing their steps 

with graduated pace to sip the these waters 
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with the hopes of recover from diseases 

which have defied the home skill of the physi 

cian. But the greatest proportion are 

“men of no disease” who resort come here 

to spend their time in dissipation, & 

their money on the frivolous amusements expense of 

the chess board and gammon board- the 

Billiard table, or the more pernicious 

game of cards. A few however are 

found to be men of solid sense & 

afford agreeable company to the re 

fleeting mind. 

When the concourse at the springs is the greatest, 
how active are the taverns & boarding 
houses? Waiters flying in every di 
rection- tables furnished with all 
the delicacies, I may add, say extravagances 
which the country affords, and no 
thing seems to be wanting for the grati 
fication of the visitants. How changed 
the scene! Ask the host of a boarding 
house if he will receive you un 
der his roof a few days- he replies 
“we have shut up and cannot ac 
comodate you.” Enter a tavern & 



The substance of this tour has been given 
to the public in Knapp’s magazine for 1825 
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there are numerous) and ask for quarters 

a short time, the reply is a nod of the head 

& a low yes. At meal times, the table is 

meager- perhaps a scanty boiled dish 

a decanter of water- perhaps perchance a little 

bottle of spirit; but the cheap and 

Copious beverage, a tumbler of Cyder 

out of the question. This is no exaggerated 

representation- we experienced this 

dearth in its utmost severity. The 

fact is, many of the people in the valley 

are far from being rich or independ in easy lease instead 

ant. During the concourse of visitants 

they reap their harvest, and if it supports 

them through the year they consider them 

selves fortunate . 

Since my last visit to the springs sever 
al building have been erected, and 
many of the old enlarge or repaired. 

The United States Hotel is a superb 

pile of brickes building. I am informed, a place 

of great resort, during the hot sea 

son- now deserted & still as the grave 
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new Baptist meeting house appears 

back of the village, and another a new house building 

for the accommodation of a society 

of I_1 is now going up. 

The old meeting house, where I have 
often witnessed the firey zeal ef 
Calvinism and horrible denunciation 
of Calvinism, pouring destruction on 
a depraved world, exhibits rather 
a gloomy aspect, evincing that 
a religion at war with reason & 
common sense, is on the decay- may 
she shake off her shackles, and beam 
faith in the luster of more rational Christ 
inanity. 

On this day of our arrival stay in the place, finding 
an opportunity by a stage, we proceeded 
by the way of [ ] street passing a small lake 

to Troy where we expected to find 
a passage home the next morning; but 
we were disappointed. We then pro 
ceded to Albany & put up at Prestons 
or the Merchants Hotel. In the evening 
my comrade attended the theater, there 
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the Tragedy of Cato and the Wedding Day & rehears 

al of the a new play of Wm Talt. 

had been advertised to be acted, while I with, 

perhaps less laudable feelings, remained at my 

quarters journalizing. Mr Smith pronounced 

the performances good- 

The next day wanting for a stage passage home by 
Plainfield, Ashfield & Conway, traversed the City 
in all directions. The canal navigation and 
Steam boats attract the greatest attention of 
visitants from Connecticut River. In the Bason docks 
may be seen boats from all parts of the 
western & northern Country, and the steam 
boats below where all seems to be hurry and 
preparation. In the forenoon attended a 
Cattle show on the hill, west of the capital and found but 
a meagre exhibition of animals This is not 
a Cattle Country, and such as they have 
want improvement. Tomorrow specimens 
of domestic manufactures are to be shewn. 

Called on Rawdon & Clark Engravers & 
exhibited my plans of Burgoynes Battles for 
the engraving of which they ask about 150 dollars. Clark 
appeared to be some 
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some what interested in viewing the plates 
and recommended me to Mr Hosford as 
a person who might publish my work, 
but on calling he was out. Having no letter 
of Introduction I did not call on any 
of the prominent characters of Albany. 

This day my comrade Mr Smith left 
me to return home by the Colrain stage. 

One of my fellow boarder at Presson named 
Shepard from Amherst New Hampshire 
appeared to be an intelligent man and 
what was rare a pure federalist. 

At 9 ock on Wednesday morn entered 
the Plainfield Stage, and passing through 
Troy reached Plainfield about 8 oclock 
in the evening. The country from Troy 
to Handcock as generally rockey (grey wack) 
and sterrile. At Handcock fertile soil 
appears and fine farms and the 
same kind of Land continued through 
Lanesboro & Cheshire From 20 to 40 
Cows are often seen in one pasture 
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and I think no part of Massachusetts pre 
sent more favorable country for agri 
culture & the farmers must be rich. In Lanes 
boro noticed the marble quarries which are 
worked to considerable extent. 

In passing to Deerfield on the route part of 
my object was to view the passage of Hoosack 
mountain by Savoy which is said to be the 
best in Massachusetts. But in this I was 
disappointed, for we arrived at the foot of 
the mountain just as darkness commenced 
and our passage was made with no 
other light than that afforded by the lamps 
of the carriage. Judging from the motion 
of our vehicle & our progress, I thought the 
ascent and descent not abrupt; but 
from Plainfield through Ashfield & Conway 
were many ascents & descents. Clarks hill 
in the latter town is as steep as any noted 
on the route. Thursday morn arrived 
at Russells Bloody Brook, and took break 
fast, whence I returned home in the af 
temoon family all well. My son in law Robert 
Williams from Boston had arrived- The 
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The pleasure derived anticipant from journeying in a 
private carriage, is very much abridged by one 
in a stage coach. Among the embarrassments 
attending the latter is the croud of passengers 
with which the stages are loaded; often the 
body is full as well as the seats on the ex 
terior & even the top is sometimes has a share 
The carriage ought to be so large that all 
that can be drawn by the horses may 
remain under cover. To admit more 
is an imposition upon the passengers. 

But such is the avidity of the owners of 
the stages, to make acquire profit, that this 
is little regarded. Another inconvenience 
in stage coach journey , is the night passage. 

Often entering the carriage immediately af 
ter midnight, the journey is continued 
to 10 or 11 ock the next night. In our passage 
from Greenfield to Albany we experienced 
much inconvenience from the croud and 
night tour, in very hot rainy wea 
ther, our tour continuing from one oclock 
in the morning to 11 at night and the darkness 
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was so great that for 8 or 10 of the last miles 

the horses were not put out of a walk 

and it was not uncommon for the driver 

to deviate from loose deviate from the road, and nearly to 

overset the carriage. 

Remarks upon the Battle grounds 
at Bemus heights . 

North of Hutchuns Tavern, is new standing 
a handsome house of Dr Willard of Albany 
man the place where Bemus’ house stood 
The east side of the canal is on the edge of a 
rise where the American lines extended 
to the mouth of a Brook below the Bridge 
of Boats, running in a rockey zigzag ravine 
The road northerly, is on the west side of the 
Canal until it crosses a bridge. Gates works 
on the brow of the hill westerly of Dr Williards 
which were to be seen distinctly a few years 
ago are now nearly obliterated and 
little of them is to be seen up along the bank of 
the first ravine. At the left flank of 
the upper works the lines are very 
distinct and two flanking works bastions are seen, and 
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near the centre, the other at the southern 
extremity, where the ground falls off gradually to 
a ravine. Nelsons’ farm is laid down 
on Burgoynes plan too far west- North of 
the farm is a deep ravine crossing the 
road, not marked in the plan; thence the 
ground rises, and after some distance 

falls off to a ravine or hollow, over a brook & bridge in front 
of the British position on the 7 th of Octr. 

The Land where centre & left of the British Line was 

formed is owned or occupied by Mr Walker 

the elder, whose house & blacksmith shop 

are on the west side of the present road 

the latter about 20 rods north of the 

place where Frazer was wounded, which 

is said to be on the side of the Road. 

John Walker (the younger) has a house and 

bam on the southerly point of 

Frazers height, the position of the British 

Grenadiers in the latter part of the battle of the 19 th , south 

of which is a range of heights not di 

stinctly marked in Burgoynes plan 

The lands westerly of the house is now cleared 
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to considerable extent. Breymans hill 
is still covered with woods, but the 
camp in the rear is still open. On 
Freemans Field is a house & Bam now oc 
cupied by a Mr. Leggett, at my last visit 
occupied by Mr Dean. The ground occupied 
by Pattersons Brigade in the attack on Bal 
carras works Oct 7 is pretty level and cleared 
of woods. All the works of Bacarras were on 
small elevations some presenting rocks in 
place . 

The most natural route over the fields 
is to begin at Hitchums Tavern & proceed up the hill 
to Gates lefts, thence across Nelsons farm 
to the site of the Battle of the 7 th October; thence 
down the road by/to the Walkers to Frazers heights. 
From this place through the woods (SE) to 
the rear of Freemans farm, whence the 
anchor column of Burgoyne formed. Thence 
unto the field at Leggetts house, and passing 
his bam cross a small ravine to the ad 
vanced works of Balcarras. If a view of the 
British camp is desired, an ambly route 
to the River hills will lead over it. 
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Having arrived at the British left on the 
brow of the meadow hills, Bacarras’ pos 
tion on the morning of the 8 th of Oct, will 
be seen over an extensive ravine north 
covered with woods. The visitant may 
now descend the hill to the meadow cross 
the canal and proceed to Smiths at the 
Hospital camp or the house where Fra 
zer died. Here the points of three hills, 
bordering on the meadow, on which Redoubts 
were circled, will be seen, the works of the 
British park of Artillery in the meadow 
south of Smiths; the place of the bridge 
of Boats south of the Brook coming out 
of the great ravine and the lite de point 
on the east bank of the Hudson. From 
Smiths proceed up the River about 
a mile to the left of the British camp 
at Swords house. In this route over 
the fields some attention is necessary to avoid 
confusion in mixing the transactions of 
the 2 actions. The series will not be pre 
sented in chronological order 
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Note A quaker gentleman, residing near the southern ex 

tremity of Burgoynes Hospital Camp, stated that Elder 

Rogers who was with the British army, at this 

place, saw the burial of Frazer, on the morning 

of the eighth of Oct. and placed the grave in the 

valley south of Frazers redoubt. This may 

be a mistake, Some other officer might have 

been there interned in presence of the Elder 

South of the Hospital camp in a handsome 

farm in the meadow called the fly farm 

It abounds with Fombardy poplars, and I 

think is mentioned in some of the journals 

of the officers of the war of 1755. The great 

ravine is now flowed, to some extent, by 

the waters of the Canal and completely ob 

structs the passage of carriage. 

At Schuylervill the canal spreads into 
a large triangular bason, covering part of 
the meadow in which Burgoyne piled 
his arms. In excavating the canal several 
cannon balls have been taken up and 
one of the horse traces used in dragging Burgoynes 
artillery, has been found in the creek the 
links of the chain much oxygenated but the wood 
remains pretty firm. 
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Upon the height back of Schuylervill, a 
new and handsome church has lately been 
erected and is surrounded by a beautiful handsome 
grove. 

The quaker, I have mentioned, stated that 
a few years ago some Englishmen came to his 
farm and requested liberty to search for hid 
den property;- that they went to a certain 
tree, took a course, with a compass and at 
certain distance from the tree dug up a 
Case of Gin which he supposed had been 
buried when Burgoyne retreated up the 
River; and he conjected that they found 
other property. Not improbable. 


First Settlement of Stockbridge by the English 
The former part of June 1738/9 Ephraim Williams 
Esqr and Mr Josiah Jones brought their 
families to Stockbridge and settled there, 
being two of the 4 English families, who by 
Order of the General Court were to settle 
there, for Mr Sargeants comfort and 
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benefit of the Indians. Lieut. Brown and 
Mr. Joseph Woodbridge were the other, who 
came some time after. 

Samuel Hopkins AM Historic 
al Memoirs Relating to the Hous 
tannick Indians. Printed at 
Boston 1753. 


Extracts from Madame Riedesel’s Letters 
and Memoirs. Relating to the war of American 
Independence &c. 

Translated from the German. 

Abstract from a Memoir concerning the Cam 
paign of 1777. Said to be written by Genl Reidesel 
page 13. 

From the beginning of 1777 Genl Reidesel was never 

permitted to take a part in the deliberations 

held by the British Generals in their Coun 

sels of war, in regard to military operations, 

nor was he ever made acquainted with 

the instructions, which Genl B. had received 




Johns Farm perhaps Abraham 
Wings farm 
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from his government. Gen. Reid, desired 
from an early period to obtain the com 
mand of the vanguard of the army, or, at 
least, as far as circumstances would allow 
of a separate corps; and this was for/from 
time, granted to him.” 

“Here (at fort Edward) Genl B. resolved to 
detach a body of troops under Lt Col. Baum 
towards Bennington, in order to seize a consider 
able magazine of stores, disregarding all the 
reasons which Genl Reidesel had consistently 
argued against that enterprise;- and that 
detachment being thought not sufficiently 
strong- Lt Col. Breyman was sent to its 
support, with an equal disregard of the Genls 
objections, [contrary to Burgoynes statement] 

“this unfortunate want paralyzed at once our 
operations 

On the 8 th August Gen R. was with 3 Battalions detached to John’s 
farm which lay between fort George and 
fort Edward, to protect the communications 
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with fort George, and to accelerate the depart 
ure of the convoy for the army. He entrenched 
himself in his camp with a firmer resolution 
of defending himself to the last extremity. The 
whole army was, in the mean time, stations 
at Edward’s house :;: and fort miller; and 
one battalion had charge of protecting the 
communications with fort Edward. 

The march of the 3 columns from the position 
at Swords house, is described, as by Burgoyne. 

That on the left under Reidesel consisted of 

4 German Regts & the 47 th of British, with all 

the artillery & Baggage- When the action 

(the 19 th ) commenced (in [ ] [ ] [ ] at 3 oclock) Reidesel 

sent Capt Willoe to Burgoyne on his 

return he brought orders to Reidesel to take 

the best measures to preserve the artillery, bag 

gage & battaux and to repair immediately after 

wards to B. relief with as many troops as he 

should be able to take along and attempt an 

attack on the right flank of the enemy. R. took 

his Regiment of Infantry & 2 companies of [ ] 


JProbably Duers-house 



I have examined the Rock with Mr Lincoln, is not Williams E.H. 
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and passing the wood and reaching the clearing 
near freeman farm, attacked the right flank 
of the enemy. At this time the left flank of 
the English was just preparing to retreat, but 
rallied and in a little time the Americans were 
completely beaten. 


Col. E. Williams Grave 
Memo Asa Childs informs me that while he 
was at Bolton not long since an old man at Whitehall, sent him 
information, that he was in the fight with Col. 

E Williams Sept 8 1755- that after the action he 

assisted in burying the Col. Capt Porter, Ensign 

Stratton Serg. Chapin and others, amounting to 

16 persons, in one grave by a large Rock, 12 or 

more rods south of Bloody Pond. Childs 

says he, with others, visited the spot, found 

the Rock, and a square cavity close to it, 

sunk one or 2 feet below the ground present 

ing the appearance of having been artificial & that 

one or more oak trees grows in the cavity of some size. 

The rock, he says, is some distance Et of the present 

Road, but on the site of an old Road still to be 

seen, where the ground has been cleared; 

is about 10 feet high and about = to a square 

of the same dimensions. Says Jos. Severance of Shelburne 
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was with him at the time he viewed the place 
If such a Rock exists, and on old Road is to be seen 
near it, with the cavity , I think it the most 
likely to be the grave of Williams; though I had 
heretofore placed it more to the south. Dwight says the 
action commenced at Rocky Brook , which is 
some distance south of the place where Childs 
places the grave, the bones which I have seen 
dry up, some distance south of Rocky-Brook, 
may have been those of Hendricks Indians, which 
were some distance in front of Williams Column 
at the commencement of the action. But I still 
think Dieshaus regulars, were formed near where 
the foundation of a log hut is to be seen, south 
of the Rocky hill on the west of the present road 
That Williams was buried near a large rock is agreed 
by all acquainted with the place where he fell; 
but it is difficult to reconcile all the accounts, if Willi 
ams fell so near the Pond as Childs places it- 
still it may be the place. I hope to examine it. 

See Extracts from Maj. Burks Letter 
further on (page 326) If the Road men 
tioned by Childs, passes near the east side of the 
rock it answers the description given of Williams 
rock, nearly 
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South Boundary of Greenfield 
At a Town meeting held in Deerfield April 
2d 1753, Elijah Williams Esqr. was choosen 
Modr. 

Voted That Colo Oliver Partridge, Doct. Sam 
uel Mather and Lieut. Ebenezer Hunt, 
be desired to consider and determine 
where the dividing line shall be, between 
the Town and the proposed District 
on the north side of Deerfield River, and 
also to consider and determine where 
the meeting house shall be placed &c &c. 

On the 13 th April the same year the 
report of the Gentlemen above named, was read 
and accepted by the Town. The part 
relating to the Boundary Line is in the words 
following “Viz. that a line be run as 
far northward as the line known by the 
name of the eight thousand acre line, to 
run from Connecticut River west to the 
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west end of the first tier of lots which 
lie west of the seven mile line so called, 
thence N19°E to ye north side of ye town 
bounds, thence East on the town line 
to Connecticut River, thence as said River 
runs to the first bounds.” 

(Signed by) Oliver Partridge 
A true Extract Sami Mather 

Ebenr Hunt 

See pages 222, 223 & 224 
old Book, Deerfield Records 

Boundary of Shelburne from the 
Province Acts & Laws 1768. 

“Be it enacted &c- That the northeasterly 
part of the said Town of Deerfield, bounded 
as follows viz. Beginning at the northwest 
erly corner of the District of Greenfield, from 
thence southerly upon the west line of 
the said Greenfield to the south line of 
said Greenfield, thence east upon the said 
south line of said Greenfield, until it come 
to a line in said Deerfield, called the seven 
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mile line, thence southerly upon the 
said seven mile line to the south side 
of the lot on which John Taylor now 
lives, thence westerly upon the south 
line of said lot to the west and of said 
lot, thence southerly upon a line parallel 
with the said seven mile line until it 
comes to the south side of the third lot 
from said Taylor’s lot, thence upon a 
line extended westerly the same point 
of compass with the said south line 
of the sd third lot from the said Taylor’s 
lot until it meets with the north line of Con 
way, thence upon the said North line 
of the said Conway to the northwest 
comer thereof, thence upon the west 
or westerly line of the said Town of 
Deerfield to the northwest comer of said 
Deerfield, thence upon the north line 
of said Deerfield to the first mentioned 
boundary be and the same hereby 
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created unto a District by the name 
of Shelburne; and that the inhabitants 
there of be visited with all the powers 
privileges and immunities, which the inhab 
itants of the towns within this Province 
do enjoy, excepting only the privilege of 
sending a representative to the General 
Assembly.” 

Statues- Amo Regni Regis Georgii Tertii 
Octavo—1768, which with other from 
1762 to 1772 are in the hands of Ephraim 
Williams Esq. Deerfield, July 5, 1830. 

Note The Line between Greenfield Deerfield 
by the Report of the Committee, was to be west 
from Connecticut River to the SW L of Greenfield 
this must have been intended magnetic 
west; for at that time this was the common 
meaning of expression of the Records, though in some 
cases the magnetic , or compass course is 
designated. The variation of the Needle 
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in 1753, when the line was established, must 

have been about 8°28’ west: and a true 

west line at that time, would have been 

west 8°-28’ North, by the compass; and al 

lowing 7° for the present Variation (1830) 

the course would be is W7°N by compass. But the 

course is found to be W 1 S(.~) at this 

time, therefore the line must have been 

west by the Needle in 1753. 

In the dispute between Greenfield 
and Shelburne, respecting the SW L 
of the former, the question is whether 
the NW L of Deerfield is placed correctly 
on the original Line , and if so, the 
prolongation of that line, will intersect 
the west and of the first tier of lots, west of the 7 
mile line at the true Corner But If the 
Deerfield L is too far south, the corner 
claimed by Shelburne, may be the 
correct one. Shelburne Lis said 
to be 9 rods north of the intersection 

of 
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of the prolongated line of Deerfield + Greenfield; 
taking this for data, we have the course from 
the NE L of Deerfield & SE L of Greenfield by the 
following calculation. 

Distance from Con. River to Deerfield 
g L, 890 Rods as measure in in 1830 
i/j + 200 length of 1 st tree of Lots in Shelbr. 

3 1090 Rods. 

Logarithms 
3,037426 
10,000000 
0,954242 
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Then 


1090 Rods 
: Radius 
:: 9 Rods 


10,954242 

-3037426 


7,916816 

: Tangent of the L at River = 0°..28’+ 


Course of Deerfield & Greenfield Line Wl° S in 1830 

Deerfield L at Riv 0..28 _ 

gives W 0.32S 

for the course from the corner at Con Riv. 
to the L claimed by Shelburne leaving the NW 
L of Deerfield south of the calculated Line ~ 


Quere The evidence in support of the several 
Shelburne corners. 
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Report 

Having been requested/appointed by the Selectmen of Green 
field and Shelburn to settle a the line between 
the sd towns, which was in dispute, at the SW part 

of said Greenfield, and having examined the Records of Greenfield & Deerfield met said Select 
men on the ground in dispute, and the examined 
the lines and comers shown to me (and made 
other surveys of adjacent lines) and heard 
the evidence in the case. I determined that 
the boundary in dispute between said towns 
should be the following line: Viz To begin 
at a stake and pile of stones, which is now 
the N.W corner of the township of Deerfield 
and to run Wl°..09’ North by needle, to a stake in a 
stone wall, in the westerly line of the first 
tier of Lots west of the seven mile line , so 
called (being the easterly boundary of Shel 
bum) said line being 215 R. 9 Links in length from from 
said two corners, and passes cuts nearly through 
the centre of the house now occupied by 
Slate, or more definitely cutting the 
inside of the south window frame in the 
west end of said house, and the north 
erly part of the top of the chimney of sd 

house 
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house near the north side of said Chimney. 
The said stake and stones in the stone wall, is 
8 R. and 10 links on a line parallel with 
the said seven mile Line, from the intersec 
tion of the prolongation of the line between 
Deerfield and Greenfield (and is to be 
the established SW corner of Greenfield. 


Examination of Roads of Deerfield 
One day on sd Line with in 
struments of surveying 
running the Line 
writing 2 Reports 
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Deerfield August 4, 1830- 


Extracts from the old Papers of Major 
John Burk of Bernardston furnished 
me by Mr Henry Cushman April 1834. 

1. Letter from the Major to his wife, dated 
Lake George Sept 11 1755. (Extracts from) 
On the 8 th Col E Williams with 1000 men 
marched in the road 3 miles south, being 
discovered by the enemy, was way laid 
by 1800 Lrench & Indians. The Trench 
lay on one side the Road on rising ground 



327 


the Indians on the other side in a swamp 

Part of the French were regular troops to 

give the first fire these lay south their 

scheme was to let our men march quite to 

the south end of the Ambush; the regular Trn) 

to give the first fire then all to fire & rush 

on; which if they had done they would have 

cut our men all to pieces. But the General says 

that an heady Indian who was very eager fired as soon as they 

(the provincials) entered the ambush then the 

enemy pursued and fired briskly, and having 

the advantage of the ground obliged our men 

to retreat, which the French genl says they did 

very regularly. We at the camp heard the guns, 

was not suffered to go out, but to make ready 

to receive the enemy. They drove on furiously 

but while they were coming, we placed our 

Cannon, fell trees and rolled Logs to make a 

breast work all round the camps; but it was 

a poor defence. The regulars marched along the 

road 6 deep till they got near our camps- then 

all fired upon us, and we upon them 

with cannon & small arms- they made a very 

smart push, but we stood them & I believe 

there was scarce ever such firing before. 

The Battle began between 10 & 12 (10 & 11) continued to 

5 & 6 afternoon- when they began to draw 

off—our men pursued them- they left their 

dead & wounded on the spot. At the place 

where they ambushed our men at first 

they 
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they stripped our dead. Our great guns were 

heard at the carrying place and 200 N Hamp 

shire & N York men came to relieve us- 

these met the enemy stripping our dead & engaged them and 

drove them off the ground- they fought 3 

hours- took 2 prisoners & 2 scalps- We have 

taken about 25 prisoners one is the French 

Genl. and his aid de Camp, who both was wound 

ed & lay till night- the Genl is wounded in 

the knee & thigh & like to recover. Some of the 

Catives are dead others badly wounded. One is Mr Thos. 

French’s sisters son Couzen to Lue he says 

Lue was killed in the engagement. The 

French Genl says we have cut his army all to 

pieces- we have been out and buried the dead. 

we have lost some famous men. A list of 

which I send of our Regiment- also the wounded 

and missing. Among which is Col Ephraim 

Williams. (Here follows a list of killed wound 

ed & missing which agrees mainly with that 

in the forepart of this Book) 

“Yesterday we buried on the Road 136 corp 
ses of ours- to day 4,1 believe about 15 or 20 
more buried at the Camp. King Hendrick is 
killed. The whole of the dead & missing 191 
& about 224 wounded in our Regiment) 

Since several have come in who were missing 
Col Titcomb & Capt Keyes are killed. The ac 
count carried in was 50 in Col E Williams Regt 
The French genl is a great man- has 
been an old warrior on Flanders- says 



his army consisting of some of the chief men 

in Canada- many of whom are killed- The 

chief man that headed the army at Ohio 

against Braddock is killed here. This 

Genl had an exact account of all our pro 

ceedings, our numbers & chief officers names 

and also a list of all his own troops & forces 

Note Major Burk was Capt Liut. in Willi 

ams Company (each field officer having a Compa 

ny); but was not in the detachment first en 

gaged. By his account it seems William had 

not entered far into the ambuscade when 

the firing commenced. Hendrick’s 200 Indian 

were however, well advanced & [ ] 

being in front of Williams. He says the French 

regulars provincials lay on our side of the Road on 1 

ground; the Indians on the other in a swamp 

Querie was not the road at that time more 

to the east; than the present one) If so the 

Rock called by William’s name may have 

been on the side of it. This point to be ex 

amined hereafter. No mention is made 

by Capt Burk of Bloody pond, nor of Cale’s detach 

ment. 

See account obtained from Asa Childs 
further back, page 316 


2d. Journal of the proceedings of the 
Army in 1755. Extracts. 

Begins August 8 July 1 1755 a preceding 
pages torn off. 


Monday 
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Monday 8 th Genl Johnson came to town (A1 
bany. 

Tuesday Wednesday 9. men mustered at Greenbush 
and received by Genl Johnson-number 
Indians present. 

Wednesday Thursday 10 th Governor Shirley arrived at 
Albany 

Monday 14 Mustered our company at the 
flats; received by Shirley. 

Saturday 19 Genl Lyman with Con. forces 
set off from the flats 

Wednesday 23, marched to ye rifts- 16 miles 
Monday 24, went to Stillwater where 
Genl Lyman was encamped 

Tuesday 29 & 31 moved to Saratoga. Our men (Jan [ 
went over to Saratoga fort and dug up 
1114 cannon balls- and 300 went up the River 
to make the road. 

Friday August 1 st Army moved to 2d falls 
4 miles above Saratoga- 180 Battoes and 
got them over 

Sunday 3. Moved to the carrying place Col. 

Lydias House about 45 miles from Albany 
rained hard this night-powder got wet 
Tuesday 5 th was ordered to take 9 men and 
go to Lake St Sacremont- saw 3 deer & 1 
Bear & a wolf. Camped a little back of the 
Lake 

Wednesday 6. Returned to Camp 
Sunday 10 th Building a Fort, a stockade 


] began) 
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Wednesday 13 News of Braddocks disaster arrived 
Tuesday 14 Genl Johnson arrived with my 
officers & some Indians and 20 Cannon; 2 20 were 32 
pounders. Con. & R Island forces arrive. Scouts 
were employed frequently to examine the country 
in advance (officers arrived Col Titcomb & Col Williams) 
Sunday 17 Scouts sent to Lake St Sacrement New 
York forces arrived. 

Friday 22 a counsel determined to go by Lake 
Sacremont (wrote to his wife) 

Saturday 23- 400 men ordered to go up the 
Road cleared 6 miles 

Tuesday 26 Col Ruggles, Williams, Goodrich regiments 
& some R Islanders & York forces about 1500 men 
& 200 wagons move forward for Lake Sacremont 
march 6 miles & camp. 

Wednesday 27 march 4 miles & camp, some 
clearing & large causeway to make this day 
Thursday 28- Cleared the Road (4/10 mile & got to 
the Lake 

Friday 29 Clearing by the Lake & making a 
Causeway about 20 indians arrived 
Saturday 30 Hendrick & about 170 Indians arrived 
Sunday 31 Cannon arrived & R Islander & Yorkers 


[From this point forward, until the end, Hoyt has flipped the book upside down, and began 
writing from the back. What follows is a transcription from the what is now the beginning of 
the flipped book. The rest of this page (p. 331) will be the second to last page. The last page 
will be the inside back cover, which aligns with the direction of the first 331 pages.] 



Preface 

The writer of the following work 

Being on a visit to Saratoga springs in the 

summer of 1818 for the purpose of scouring off a redund 

ancy of bile (the writer of the following work) de 

termined to gratify his curiosity in looking over the 

sites of the numerous battles and skirmishes which 

had been fought in the vicinity and about lakes 

George and Champlain in the French war of 1755 

as well as and that of our revolution. A considerable at 

tention to the history of this American Flanders 

and a personal acquaintance with many officers 

presents one may [ —H— ] to be had abound whose [ -H- ] office 

and soldiers who shared in both wars, had 

created a strong desire to view the scenes of their 

exploits tales and hardships & exploits & to travers the ground 

the last home of many a brave soldier patriot 

where (The keen sword, now o’er grown with rust) 

“Tells a sad tale of glory gone; 

Of valour sleeping, dark and alone.” 

Fields so famed in history it was supposed 

might be traced ont by the way of the present inhabit 

ants; but on examination with regret it 

was found with regret that many of these fields were lost- others on 
the point of evanescence while some were 

wholly mis most erroneously placed. With the And Exception from of a few 
“war worn veterans” scattered over the country, little 
information was to be obtained of from the inhabitants 
other than that somewhere near this place was a battle. 



there a skirmish and yonder a party of our 

people were barbarously tomahawked by the savages; but 

the time and particulars to them unknown. 

Reflecting on the avidity with which the travel 

er on the old/eastern continent seizes on the faint traces 

of a the battle, fought in ancient times; and that 

the future traveler on our own might with equal 

eagerness search/seek for the scenes of the great events 

which made us an independent nation and 

immortalized so many of our heroes, the writer 

determined by the aid of the few lights still 

remaining glimering to rescue [ ] [ ] [ ] from oblivion, the 

For this purpose intelligence was sought from/critiques were made of officers 

and soldiers who served in the northern camp 

aigns and to his surprise unexpectedly many were found still being alive 
who shared in the French war of 1755 from whom 

the descendants of some [ ] valuable manuscript journals, letters and orderly 

books & old plans were obtained which threw much light 
on the subject [ ] of the times. Written histories were [ ] 

old magazines & other provincial journals examined and [ ] the most important General Burgoynes 

State of the expedition from Canada in 1777 as 

laid before the English house of Commons 

obtained. Aided by these the writer revisits the 

country in 1819 & 1821 and carefully reconnoitered 

every part from the village of Stillwater on the Hudson to 

Crown point on Lake Champlain taking sketches and notes on the 

spots 



he writer has consented to submit make the to look at the scene of the 
the latter part of his work to the press events in the connected with 

the capture of Burgoyne the 


of the battles and skirmishes, in some instances as pointed 

out by a few elderly gentlemen who were on the spots ground 

at the time. And this [ ] intending to write a book a mass of materials were 

collected and arranged sufficient for an octavo 

volume (including [ —H— ] plates in which the 

scale of nearly any battle or skirmish which has taken place between still 

water village CP from 1755 to 1800 is carefully pointed out & described 

by plans. Though often selected to submit the work to the 

whether to offer the work to the public eye is a question on which 

eye of the public, the writer from a difference of 

the writer is undetermined. From the size of the work 

his ability in dressing it out in language suited to 

the expence of good engravings and the indifference with which 

the refined taste of the [ — ] has declined and the 

many now | ] [ ] [ ] the [ ] of Books 

doubts he entained of its success has declined the 

in our Country he is 

publications of the whole ) on apprehension that 
so large a work it might not meet with a ready 

sale, especially on these [ ] has delayed publishing the whole But through 

the crying of a few of his friends and the [ ] [ ] of may 

The part now offered to the public comprehending 
only General Burgoynes expedition from Cana 
da in 1777 only and claims to be a more minute 
history than has yet appeared. I[n] detailing the 
battles and skirmishes the face of the ground 
and order of battle formation has been carefully noticed, 
which and with references to the plans, will enable 
a person who visits the scenes of action to point 
out the spot where any important event [ ] 

occurred or interesting event happened. Anecdotes of 
[ ] of bravery and observations & remarks on 

the errors committed by the commanders as well as 
judicious [ ] position and are also noted. 


a 



a review of these operations/ transactions cannot but be highly 

interesting to the-f- ] generation all who fall on 

possess a taste for military history; and when accompanied with plans 

drawn on the spots exhibiting the minutiae of topographical features 

of the ground & the positions of the [ ] engaged 

the operations it must be interesting, particularly so to 

the military man. Beside these advantages a critical 

view of the military operations will of the [ ] 

The war of our revolution [ ] exhibited many officers 
of high merit who commanded in the northern de 
partment ) and though all had not been bread in 
military schools, or in regular service they carried 
the skill and bravery of able commanders and obviously re 
quire demand a more particular notice than is to be found 

in general history. In the northern detachment may be mentors To the men of that day it 

was unnecessary to name a Gates a Lincoln 

a Schuyler a St Claire a Brooks a mason and many others in 

the lower grades And, so far as Animal bravery constitutes the com 

mander, an Arnold. Nor will it at this Day 

be deemed incredious to burn a little incense in 

praise of the inflexible firmness of the high minded Burgoyne- the 

steady resolution of a Frazer a Hamilton and a Reidesel: for in 

the elegant language of the former “I cannot with 

hold from the enemy the respect due to the 

soldier, and the immediate conflict over [ ] 

robs me of my anger and seizes my good wilf’i 


i Places before the court martial on the Trial of Col Hendly. The 



The writer is aware that many some will say we have 
already ample details of the campaign of 1777 given in the 
work . This may be true as respects general readers. 

But it is a fact that no one author has given such 
a detail as a military man requires. As respects him 
self the writer can wiH- say, that although he had atten 
tively perused Ramsay, Gorden, Marshall, Shetingen 

the British annual Register, the [ ] of Good Witness and several other excellent histories, 

he could form but an imperfect conception of 

the two Battles at Bemus heights, until he saw the 

plans in Burgoynes “state of the Expedition” perused 

Wilkinsons memoirs and actually surveyed the 

scene of the actions. Indeed general with the planning [ ] [ ] discipline of battles between 

however accurate in distinct 

armies of considerable fame and so complicated 

and changeable [ ] that a clear knowledge of the movements cannot be 

obtained without plans that marks the topographic 

cal features of the ground, and the various positions of the 

troops; and some times two or more places are [ ] 

necessary for the purpose. 

Indeed historians of Battles however minute in de 

tail can never convey an accurate [ — ] of the but {—} an imperfect 

knowledge of the various movements which occur 

nor enable a military officer to form an 

opinion if its merits or objects with 

out plans that mask topographical fea 

tures of the ground & posting of the troops and 

two or more are sometimes necessary for the purpose 
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August 8, 1704 Ten Indians rushed down a 
hill in Westborough; upon a number of boys 
who were spreading flax; one was killed & 4 cap 
tured, three of whom grew up in Canada 
one Timothy Rice was a sachem may years 
ago and well known to Hendrick the mo 
hawk Sachem, and Col Lydus of Albany 
who informs that he is the present chief 
sachem of Cahnawaga tribe near Montreal 
Jany 28, 1767- 10.86 Mass Histl. 
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Tunxis (Sepos or Sepous) Farmington was 
the larges tribe 

Mattabeeset or Middlelocan tribe, at Wor 
gunck on the east side of Con. River, against 
the Upper houses, was one a great tribe. 
Podunk tribe at the dividing line between 
Windsor and Hartford, east side Con. River 
in king Philips war, contained 2 or 300 
men who went off in the war. 

Sukiaugk (West Hartford) a distant tribe 
remaining 1730, when they left Hartford 
and went to Farmington 
Hoccanum tribe south of Podunk in 
east Hartford, near Glastenbury. 

Pocumtuck (Springfield or Deerfield) a 
large tribe. The Indians all above 
Hartford Westfield and Deerfield went 
of off in Phillips war, when Springfield 
was burnt. After 1676 all the Indians 
\—\ [ ] [ ] retreated from New England 

to Shatacook, where they continued till 
the present war (1761) when they com 



mitted hostilities at Stockbridge. About 

1754 they fled and incorporated with 

the St Francis Indians 


Vol 10-104 et seq. Mass H. Collect. 
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Indian Battle near Wrentham beginning 
Philips war 

Dr Mann in a letter says a man in 
the woods, discovered a train of 42 indians 
towards night followed & saw them en 
camp- notified the inhabitants. 

13 under Capt Ware marched with 
the man (Rocket) and posted themselves 
within shot. When the indians rose 
in the morning they found in their fire 
killed many and drove the others 
down a precipice (10 or 20 feet) and they 
became an easy sacrifice. Whole killed 
from 20 to 24. Men now living have 
seen their bones upon the spot- The 
rock know by Indian Rock in the 
bonds of Franklin- 3 miles NW of 
Wrentham. This not marked by historians 
Hist. Col. 10- 138 


Mukheakunnuk Indian 
This nation was situated partly in 
N York Mass & Vermont. The Stock 
bridge Indians were of that people 



Their chief was Albany called Pempotow 
wuthut or the fire place. They dwell in 
many towns. 

The etymology of the word Muhhaa 
hunnuk is great water or sea, which 
are constantly in motion, either flowing 
or ebbing. Say they came from a country 
W by N. of another country that they lived 
by the side of great water or sea- lived 
in towns and were very numerous until 
they were compelled to scater by reason 
of a great famine—and lost their way of 
former living—They have no metallic 
tools—used bones of animals—Clear’d 
their lands by making fire round the 
hills until this kills them—when they 
fall & burn them into pieces and roll 
them together and burn them. A wo 
man will burn as many logs as a 
man chop in 2 or 3 day with a ax 
with a stove adze rub the burnings. 
Cloathing supplied by hunting- use skins 
securing of the Game- In Marsh hunt 
Moose on the green Mountains where 



they animals have winter quarters- Could one raise 
1000 [ ] weapons pointed with bone 

[ ] or stone- in shields of green hides 

Author unknown -9—99 
Hist. Col. Mass. 

Rattlesnakes were formerly much dreaded 
in the vicinity of Tiverton ; and their bite 
was more clouded terrible to Churches 
men in Phillips war, then the arrows 
of the Indians. See Churches History p 16 
9. 202 Hist. Col. 

Indians from Mass to [ ] in 1690 

amounted to 4318 souls—In 1726 only 505 


Bridgewater bought of Massasoit 1649 
grantedl645. 7 new series 139, hist Col. 

The town suffered much in Phillips war but 
was not deserted. 

The Stockbridge Indians have been 
called Mukhekaneaw Indians: by some 
Mohegans ; the latter a corruption of 
Mukhe hanuw . 9 Vol. 91. H.C. Mass. 

Mass. Indians Expedition vs Mohawks 1.166 



Indian names of Towns from Gookins 
History of Indians Mass. Col. V1 
Pumkapaog Stoughton 
Hassanamesitt Grafton 
Nipmuck River, Blackstone River 
Okommakamesit, Marlborough 
Wamesit, upon Merrimack River near Concord 
Nashobak Littleton 

Magunkaquog or Magunkook, Hopkinton 
Mancohage, Oxford 

Chabanakonghomen, Dudley (a great pond) 

Maanexit north part of Woodstock 

Quantissit, now called Qinabaug River 

Wabquissit SW corner Woodstock 

Pahaokoog a place 18 miles W southerly of Marlborough 

Wacumtug Uxbridge 

Quabang SE part Brookfield 

Acushnett New Bedford 

Musquelequid Concord 



It is well known that a large part of 
Salem and Shutesbury in the County of 
Hampshire, and of Woodstock in Vermont 
Sprang from Middleborough (Mass) 


Hist. Col 3-152 
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